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The Board has been very busy the last
few months with plans for the year.
New for this year is the focus on
improving the safety of our road trips.
PCA National has some very useful
guidelines that we have taken into
account. Vice President Gord Favelle
has been working with Safety Chair
Dan Torbiak to come up with a safety
plan that works for our club. Our last
Board meeting included extensive discussion of a
number of safety related issues. See the article in this
edition for more details. We are excited to have found
some good walkie talkies to replace last years’
purchase that didn't work as promised, so they were
returned to the supplier. We expect the new ones to
enhance the safety of our trips.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/rrpca/

This year we have been trying out new locations for
our monthly meetings. Some locations have worked
and will be repeated, others will not. We have been
trying as much as possible to send out advance notice
of the meeting location. Watch your email for these
notices.
Our Webmaster, Andreas Kottschoth, has been busy
making improvements to the Club’s website. He is also
maintaining our Facebook page that is exclusive to
members. Please check out the website regularly and
join our Facebook group. Thanks to Keith Gordon for
volunteering as Social Chair for this year. If you have
any ideas for events please contact Keith. Also, please
let him know if you are able to help out in any way for
the various events.
David
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If you know someone who owns a Porsche, why not ask them
to join the Club? They can contact Membership Chair Malcolm
Hinds at (204)488-9622 or at Membership@redriverpca.org

Photo by the Editor.
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If only it were that simple: a
magic word to rouse back to life
the machines that have been
resting, silent and unmoving,
since the beginning of the last
winter.
But it is rarely that simple!
Like many of you, my Porsche stays in the garage
over winter, along with some motorcycles: an aircooled Ducati 900SS (rosso corsa Italiano of course),
a blue first-year-production Yamaha R1, and a pearl
white Ducati 848 Superbike. My preparation for
storage involves adding Sta-bil to the gas tanks,
turning off the fuel taps on the bikes, putting a tender
on the 848’s pre-wired battery and removing the
batteries from the Porsche and Yamaha. I learned the
latter lesson the hard way when the Porsche’s clock
ran down the battery over a previous winter and the
unit froze solid, destroying it and voiding the
warranty. I also plug up the Porsche’s exhaust outlets
with steel wool and place traps around to deter critters.
I think this represents reasonable care although I’m
sure some would disagree, including the guy on the
Pelican forums who recommended surrounding the car
with 55-gallon drums of water-glycol mix to provide
“thermal mass.” Too much of a hassle for me and
besides, I haven’t got the room in the garage...
Anyway, even with our rotten Spring weather this year
I’ve gotten all four of the sleepers wakened up. The
848 Superbike was run up on warmer days in the
winter just because I wanted to hear the bark of those
fantastic Termignoni pipes. After a little coaxing, the
R1 fired up on Sunday afternoon. And with a bit of
help from a boost, the 900SS roared to life also.

ESTABLISHED 1989

The Porsche has been more of a challenge. After
reinstalling the battery the car would crank but not
fire. Andy came over to help diagnose the problem –
we checked the fuel pump, OK. Fat blue spark
present and accounted for as well. Bad gas? Maybe.
Topped off with ten litres of Premium Unleaded and
it eventually fired up. Problem solved, we thought.
Then after a week (during which I had the car out
driving twice), the same problem. This time we went
a bit deeper – cylinder head temperature sensor,
crankshaft position sensor, airflow meter... all OK...
Then Andy sent me a text suggesting I unplug the
AFM and see if the car would start. “I bet it will,” he
said. And he was right, it ran - super-rich, but it ran.
After it eventually stalled I plugged the AFM back in
and the car started and ran OK. I’ve had it out a few
times on the weekend with no problems (touch
wood). Was this just a problem with a connection,
and plugging and unplugging a few times sorted it
out? I hope so.
In any case, the tribulations with the 911 this year
made me thankful that most years, things go
smoothly. We may be blessed with four wonderful
seasons here, and I love the wintertime with outdoor
skating and ice hockey, but storing cars and bikes
away is a hassle I could do without!
Dallas

RRR on the Web!

www.redriverpca.org
I

“Sleepers, awake!”

Ph: (204) 772-7733 • Fax: (204) 772-8858 • info@pressroomonline.ca
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Photos courtesy Daniel Burkett/CJ Wilson Racing

4

4

By Dan Torbiak, Safety Chair

Red River Region (RRR) Porsche Club of America (PCA)
recently appointed a Safety Chair, Dan Torbiak, and a
Board Liaison, Gord Favelle. Dan, Gord and other
interested members will help provide safe moving events
for members, our families and folks we encounter on the
road, while ensuring we enjoy driving our Porsches as they
were intended.

The 'rules' will be simple and common-sense.
Protocols and procedures have been developed by the
PCA and the RRR will adopt these as is required by
our membership in the PCA -- including event
insurance, waivers, etc. Members will also be
required to ensure their vehicles are safe (condition
of lights, tires, wipers, etc.) before venturing on any
Red River PCA sanctioned drives. A self declaration
form will be required to be completed (currently
being developed) that will indicate that they have
inspected their vehicle and their vehicle is deemed
safe, they will abide by the rules of the road and
drive in a safe and respectful manner (including, but
not limited to: maintaining safe distances between
cars, no unsafe passing and any passing while in
formation will be discouraged etc.). The RRR will
provide equipment, including walkie-talkies, a fire
extinguisher, seatbelt-cutters, first-aid kit, etc. to
maximize our safety during these events.
The upcoming Northern Ontario Run (NOR) will be
the touring first event under our new protocols.
Further details will be provided to NOR participants
soon.
Please feel free to email Dan Torbiak if you have any
questions or concerns (safetychair@redriverpca.org).
And please let Dan know if you would like to join
our Safety Committee, especially if you have an
interest in touring or autocross events. We'd very
much appreciate having you on the committee.

Discounted rates for Red River Region
PCA Members
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Summertime Events

May
15
28
29

Cars & Coffee 7-8:30pm

Contact: Andreas Kottschoth

Half-Moon Drive In, Gonor

webmaster@redriverpca.org

Car Show

Contact: Andreas Kottschoth

Atikokan, ON

webmaster@redriverpca.org

European Car Show 11am-3pm

Door prize , 50/50 raffle , BBQ , $5.00 Vehicle
Registration Fee , free admission to the museum.
All monies raised going towards the operating costs
of the museum. Open to European, British, American
Classic, and special interest vehicles.

Jim’s Vintage Garages
Headingley

June
1
5
15
18
19-25

By Rick Dobel and Crew

Monthly Club Meeting 6-8pm

Location TBA

Club Cruise Night 4-10pm

Contact: Malcolm Hinds

Pony Corral, Grant Ave (Grant Park)

Membership@redriverpca.org

Cars & Coffee 7-8:30pm

Contact: Andreas Kottschoth

Location TBA

Webmaster@redriverpca.org

RRR - WSCC Auto Slalom School

Contact: Richard Wansbutter

Tentative: St. Andrews Airport

Secretary@redriverpca.org

Porsche Parade

Contact: www.pca.org

Jay Peak, Vermont USA
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July
5-6

6
10
15-17

20
31

Porsche Owners’ Track Driver Education

Contact: Rick Dobel

Gimli Motorsports Park

Rick@dobelinsurance.ca

Monthly Club Meeting 6-8pm

Location TBA

Pool Party

Contact: David Breed

12 Oakmont Cres., Headingley

President@redriverpca.org

Northwestern Ontario Run 2016

Contact: Andreas Kottschoth

Winnipeg-Sioux Lookout-Thunder Bay-Winnipeg

Webmaster@redriverpca.org

Cars & Coffee 7-8:30pm

Contact: Andreas Kottschoth

Location TBA

Webmaster@redriverpca.org

Harbour Fest Car Show 9am-3pm

call/text 807-407-7400 or

Kenora, ON - near Husky the Muskie

email pscheibler@hotmail.com

For the most up-to-date listing of events, visit

www.redriverpca.org/events
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ADVERTISING RATES
Effective with the January/February 2015 issue of Ramblings, display advertisements will be charged at the following rates:
Advertisements will run for one full year (six issues) and the rates
listed are for the FULL YEAR.
Advertisement fees are payable in advance of publication.
Please contact the Treasurer, Helmut Waedt at treasurer@redriverpca.org
Classified advertisements will continue to be free for members,
please see the Classifieds section for full details.

Business Card size............................................................. $25
Quarter-page.........................................................................$50
Half-page.............................................................................$100
Full page..............................................................................$200

YOUR
AD

Watch this space.

HERE
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1964 Aston Martin DB5

1973 BMW 3.0CSL

911R vs. GT3RS
By Jack Olsen
Story and Photos Courtesy Flat-Six.com and Porsche AG

[Editor’s Note: Flat-Six.com is an online blog dedicated to
all things Porsche. Apropos of my editorial on the new
911R in the last issue of Ramblings, we’re reprinting FlatSix’s article by Jack Olsen, a well-known online Porsche
personality who had the unique opportunity to drive the
911R and GT3RS back-to-back. Here are his impressions
of these two remarkable Porsche road cars.]
The 991 iteration of the Porsche GT3 RS was introduced
at the 2015 Geneva Motor Show to overwhelming acclaim
and a small amount of controversy. Among a great number
of technical improvements to the track-focused 911 variant
was the use of the dual-clutch PDK transaxle with no
manual alternative offered at all. The message was clear:
the familiar H-pattern transmission had met its match and
was now being tossed on the scrap heap of old automotive
technology.

created one of the most involving driving
experiences of any car ever made. Some drivers felt
the GT3 RS was becoming too coolly efficient for
its own good.
The new 911R was Porsche's answer to those
customers. If the guiding principle of the GT3 RS
was to get from A to B in as absolutely few seconds
as possible, then the 911R's departure point would
be to find the way to make that journey from A to B
as visceral, involving, and fun, as a 911 could
manage, even if it took a few tenths of a second
more to get there.
It meant there were two different 500-hp 911
variants at the top of Porsche's sports car pyramid.
A house divided between pure efficiency and raw
experience. Could that house stand?

Driving is a Whole Body Experience
Chosen to Drive the 911R
Or had it? Driving is a whole-body experience.
Accelerating, steering, shifting, and braking have been the
cornerstones of that experience for a very long time. Some
Porsche customers felt there should be more guiding GT3
RS development than just low lap times they felt the raw
experience of driving should also be factored in. After all,
the 911 was not just a race-ready road car. It was also an
automotive legend with an idiosyncratic design that

As one of the two drivers selected for the
company's recent 'Porsche Driving Challenge,' I
was put in a position to see what the new 911R
actually had to offer. I'm still processing the fact
that I was chosen at all, but here's what they put
together: I'd spend two days at the Weissach test
track under the guidance of Porsche factory driver
10

Patrick Long -- and then two days charging up an historic
hillclimb stage in the French Pyrenees while Patrick Long
chased me in a helicopter. I'd be one of the first civilians
to get to drive this new Porsche. I'd get to do it on a track
where very few drivers are ever allowed to drive under
any circumstances. And I'd have a two-time-Le-Manswinning driver along with me for guidance and tips.
Like I said, I'm still expecting to wake up and discover it
was all just a dream.

One part of the experience was
especially interesting to me
At Weissach, I got to take out both the new 911R and the
GT3 RS back-to-back for some laps. So apart from the
marketing talk about the distinctions between these two
latest-and-greatest 911 variants, I was in a unique position
to experience the real differences. On the same day. On the
same track.
Visually, the thing separating the two cars is the rear wing.
The 911R generates significantly less downforce than the
GT3 RS. But I'll surprise you by saying that that's one of
the things I hardly noticed at all, even in the high-speed
sweeper at the northwest end of the famous track. The
GT3 RS is more stable through there, no doubt. But for
this particular track, I don't think overall downforce would
be the biggest factor in lap times. And for me, the other
surprise was that the manual transmission did not make me
smile more when I was on the
track.
Having driven the
1962
APAL-Porsche
GT3 RS first, I was surprised how much slower my shifts
were than the PDK's. The paddles come pretty naturally
once you get used to them, and the PDK system is
lightning-fast.

There Were Clear Differences
So those two factors maybe the most-obvious differences
in these cars -- played out differently than I would have
thought. But there were clear differences. Pretty big ones.

First and foremost, the GT3 RS comes with wider
tires than the 911R. This is something I could feel
in low-, medium-, and high-speed corners.
Combined with that, the rear-wheel steering
algorithms are more 'lively' with the 911R. So at
any speed, the newer model felt more nimble, a
little more lively, than the GT3 RS. The effect
might not be to lower the lap times, but it made the
911R a lot of fun to drive through the twistier
sections of the test track.
All around
the track,
1988 Porsche
959 as you might expect, the GT3
RS felt very sure-footed. It's a reassuring car to
drive, even as you get closer to its limits. It's a
partner you can count on to do what you ask. And
while it's possible to hot dog around the place with
its tail out, it struck me as most in its element when
it was carving through the corners in a very
efficient (and direct) way.

The 911R Comes Into Its Own
For me, the 911R came into its own when I was
twisting through the narrow road that leads to the Col
d'Aspin summit in France. With 500 hp and the
manual gearbox, the experience of blasting up the big
hill plastered a smile on my face from bottom to top.
Winding through the gears felt just right on the public
road (which the police had blocked off for me,
thankfully).
11

And while I might have been able to get up the hill faster in
a GT3 RS, the experience of being able to skip over
undulations in the asphalt and drive with that sensation that
you're 'driving with the rear wheels' felt exactly right in the
911R. I was immediately transported to the feeling of my
own 1972 911 on the same kinds of roads in southern
California. You start to feel like you're controlling the thing
with your hips left, right, left, right all the while using the
911R's incredible power to keep accelerating in defiance of
all good sense (and gravity). As a canyon carver, the 911R
hits exactly the right mark.

Making A Choice
People have asked me which car I would have, if I had to
choose. I usually deflect. There are really strong reasons
to choose both of these 991 models. And I can't deny that
my old 1972 911 is my sentimental favorite 16 years
developing the same car is like a long and happy
marriage. The '72 fits me like a glove, and despite its age
is still pretty quick around a track or a canyon corner. But
for those of you who are actually in the (enviable) position
of choosing? Well, I'll offer this: the selection is about to
get more interesting, as it appears likely that future GT3
and GT3 RS models might get the new 6-speed as an
option. And since wings and deck lids can be swapped
out, the choice might become one that involves a full
spectrum of choices between no-compromise performance
and involving, engaging driver's experience.

About the author: Jack Olsen is a Los-Angeles-based
screenwriter with a borderline-obsessive devotion to getting
quicker at his local race track, Willow Springs Raceway in
southern California's high desert. Jack is also well known for
his two-car garage, which he designed and built during the
2007 writers' strike and which houses the daily-driver 1972
911 that Jack has been tweaking and developing for the past
17 years.
Check him out at:
www.12-gaugegarage.com
www.youtube.com/jackolsen

Who can complain about that?
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Porsche Owners’ Track Driver Education
5-6 JULY, GIMLI MOTORSPORTS PARK

Rick Dobel will be running another Porsche Owners track
driver education in Gimli July 5-6, 2016. He will bring in
several of Porsche’s dedicated driving instructors, including
Kees Nierop and Jonathan Urlin, to provide two days of
instruction on how to get the most out of your Porsche.
Participants will bring their car to the event and be guided
through a progression of exercises to familiarize them with
their Porsche, and the characteristics of their car. It is not a
race or timed event, rather participants are encourage to
drive at their comfort level. The two days begin with a
breakfast on site at approx 8 am, with briefing from the
instructors. You will take breaks at noon for lunch on site
and gas fill ups, and recommence at approx 1 pm until 4:305 PM.

Porsche Center Winnipeg is providing the meals for
both days and is hosting a dinner at the Lakeview
Resort the evening of the 5th for all participants.
You may also book a room at the Lakeview if you
do not want to drive back and forth each day. There
will be limited spots available to a maximum of 20
cars. The total cost for the two days will be
approximately $1700 CAD.
For those interested or wanting more information,
please contact Rick Dobel at
rick@dobelinsurance.ca or 204-955-1074.
Note: This is not a PCA event

Recycle your unwanted Porsche magazines,
books, manuals, CDs & DVDs by donating them to the Red River Region Library.
Contact Librarian Lloyd at historian@redriverpca.org

Recent acquisitions.
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Burkett Scores Pole Position, Second Place at Monterey

Photo: IMSA

Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca - Red River Region
member Danny Burkett claimed his first career
Continental Tire SportsCar Challenge pole at the
Continental Monterey Grand Prix at Mazda Raceway
Laguna Seca, April 29-30.
Qualifying for the race took place on the Friday of race
weekend. Burkett pounded out several clean laps in the
No. 33 CJ Wilson Racing Porsche Cayman GT4
Clubsport before hammering it on his fourth run with a
lap of 1:35.023.
Scott Maxwell in the No. 15 Multimatic Motorsports Ford
Shelby GT350R-C was 1.421s. behind to qualify second.
This was the first GS class pole for CJ Wilson Racing as
well as for Burkett, who will share driving duties with
Marc Miller in the two-and-a-half-hour endurance race.
“At Daytona, I thought we were going to get the pole,”
Burkett said.
“At Sebring I thought we were going to get the pole and
finally here by doing it and just smashing it was fantastic.
“I'm really excited put this is only step one, step two is
tomorrow.”
Burkett's teammate Till Bechtolshiemer in the No. 35 car
qualified third in the 15-minute session.

Unfortunately, Burkett was unable to convert the pole
position into a win on Saturday, as Trent Hindman
(Bodymotion Porsche Cayman GT4 Clubsport) won his
second GS race on the trot. Hindman took advantage of a
late-race caution to pull away on the restart and claim
victory. in Saturday's Continental Tire SportsCar
Challenge race at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca.
Hindman's teammate, Cameron Cassels, drove a clean
48-minute first stint before ceding the wheel. Hindman
ran midpack for most of his stint, and caught a break on
the caution flag with 43 minutes remaining.
Veteran Pierre Kleinubing (Compass360 Racing Subaru
WRX STi) took the lead on the restart with Hindman in
second place. Hindman took the lead a lap later and was
never headed.
Burkett's co-driver Marc Miller finished second in their
GT4 after leading much of the race. Their hopes of a win
were thwarted by a loose lug nut on the team's final pit
stop in the last hour.
Rounding out the podium was the No. 35 CJ Wilson
Racing Porsche of Tyler McQuarrie and Till
Bechtolsheimer.
The second place for Burkett and Miller is their first visit
back to the podium since Daytona, after a disappointing
seventh place finish at Sebring in March.
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Flashback

Bruce Tait takes us on a trip back through
Porsche memory lane - in photos. This time it’s
Porsche Parade 2012, Salk Lake City, Utah.
Thanks for the memories, Bruce!
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Word Search!
PORSCHE
FERDINAND
BUTZI
MEZGER
STUTTGART
LEMANS
CAYENNE
NEUNELFER
CAYMAN
BOXSTER
MACAN
PANAMERA

Kids!

Help Bruce find the way to his Targa!
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CLASSIFIEDS
Classified ads are free to Red River Region/PCA membersfor items personally owned or sought
by the member. No commercial ads.Ads must be 60 words or less and must include name and
email address.One picture may be included per ad. Ads may be edited for space or content.
Members may place multiple ads, but please be respectful of newsletter space by keeping your
ads relevant to the Club audience. Deadline for classified ad submission is the 15th of the month
prior to publication. Ads will run for one issue and may be renewed. Terms of sale and all other
aspects of any transaction are the sole responsibility of the transacting parties. E-mail your ad to
newsletter@redriverpca.org.

986 Boxster front bumper cover. Silver front bumper
cover, from 2003 base Boxster, fits any base Boxster 9904. Excellent condition, no cracks, includes grill inserts.
Asking $400, would consider trade for GoPro or similar
dash cam of equivalent value
Call Mark @ 204-794-4688 or email black986@shaw.ca
PORSCHE Tequipment 911
964 993 968 928 Aero Mirror
Cover Set—Made in Germany
(with embossed Porsche
Crest). From Germany, from
the TEQUIPMENT line long
since discontinued from
Porsche. This is possibly the
only NEW set in existence. Fits
911 (1989-98), 968 (192-95),
928 (1992-95). No compromise to proper fit and finish when it’s
Genuine Porsche. $399. Porscheclub@mac.com

PORSCHE 911 / 930 (1984-1989)
OEM Factory Tool Pouch & Complete
Tool Kit—Made In Germany. Even the
OEM belt and fuses are in place in this
rare complete 20-piece kit.
$999. Porscheclub@mac.com

*

MATRIX 3-Axis Accelerometer (World's Only
Wireless). BRAND NEW sealed box.
Measures 0-60, 1/4 Mile (time & speed),
.
Braking force, G-Force, Horsepower.
Cordless. $199. Call Kevin @ 204-254-5178
or email:porscheclub@mac.com
Bridgestone Potenza tires - 2 high performance
Bridgestone Potenza RE 050, 225 40 R18 tires.
Barely used. Tread has 8/32 left. $200.00 for the
pair. Retail for over $300.00 ea. Contact Paul
Asselin email: paulofto@yahoo.com or call
204-914-4536. Located in East St Paul

REPLICA RUF “Yellow Bird” style alloy wheels.
Set of four - 8x17” and 9x17”, fit narrow
(Carrera) bodied Porsche 911. New condition,
never had tires fitted, rim protectors still in
place. Genuine items from Ruf Canada are
$6,390 (!) For a set. These are $3,000. These took a long time to
find but I doubt now I’ll be building a Yellowbird of my own.
Contact the Editor: newsletter@redriverpca.org

PORSCHE 356 DISTLER
Electromatic 7500 1:18
PORSCHE DESIGN
Driver's Selection. This
"electric" model is a time
capsule with its original
tissue covering. Not one
scratch or fingerprint
a n y w h e r e . A l l
documentation. Even the
original box sleeve. $999. Porscheclub@mac.com
Direct from Italy for your
PORSCHE interior. Three
jars. One to clean, shine and
protect against environmental
elements; one as a
conditioner and softener, and
one as a color restorer. A
natural based product that
uses no chemicals, colorings,
silicones, waxes or artificial
ingredients. $119 for the set.
204-254-5178 or email: porscheclub@mac.com

2003 PORSCHE 911 (996) TWIN TURBO with X-50
Power Kit – 450 h.p. Black Coupe with rare Special
Order Red Leather interior; pristine condition inside and
out, and low, low miles – only 14,327 miles (23,487 Km).
6-speed manual; power sliding roof with tilt; power seats
with memory function; aluminum look interior & dials;
stored in winters; no smokers; Porsche crest in head
rests; bi-Xenon headlights. N1-rated Michelin Pilot Sport
tires. Original window sticker. Selling for health reasons.
Asking $54,995. Location: 10 Km North of Winnipeg.
Call Lloyd for details: (204) 467-8856.

O
S

D
L

Your ad goes right here. Haven’t you got something to sell?

DON’T BE SHY!
We’d love to hear about you and your passion for
Porsche! Email the Editor at newsletter@redriverpca.org
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EMAIL ADDRESSES
The Red River Region respects your privacy. When you provide us
with your email address, we will use it to communicate with you about
Club issues and activities, and we may share it with the Porsche Club
of America as necessary to administer the activities of the Club.

Statements appearing in issues of “Red River Ramblings” are
those of the authors and not necessarily those of the Red River
Region or PCA. The Red River Region is not responsible for any
services or merchandise advertised herein. The word “Porsche” is
used herein solely to identify a make of automobile and does not
indicate an affiliation or relationship with the manufacturer or
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distributors.

Club Meetings:
(Locations TBA by email)
7:00 p.m. Weds., June 1, 2016 & 7:00 p.m. Weds., July 6, 2016
Please feel free to join us earlier for refreshments before the meeting begins.
SEE THE PCA WEBSITE FOR ANY EVENTS FURTHER AFIELD
CONTACT INFORMATION ON ANY OUT OF TOWN PCA EVENT www.pca.org
As you plan a vacation or a business trip, look for a local PCA event there before you leave.
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©2012 Porsche Cars Canada, Ltd. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times. *Fuel economy based on Transport Canada estimates. Actual mileage and range will vary.

Life, intensified.
The 2016 Porsche Macan is more than just an SUV, because every Porsche is also a
sports car. Outside, the hood stretches sinuously between the wheel arches, lending the
front a broad and powerful presence reminiscent of the legendary Porsche 917. With a
choice of twin-turbo V6 engines producing up to 400hp, you can achieve maximum
performance with moderate fuel consumption. Inside, sports car intimacy blends with
SUV practicality as ergonomic architecture integrates you into the vehicle. Whether in S,
GTS or Turbo versions, the Macan is designed to give you what you’re looking for: that
feeling of being truly alive.

The new Porsche Macan.
660 Pembina Highway
Winnipeg, Manitoba
Tel (204) 284-7521
http://winnipeg.porschedealer.com

