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Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche AG, Stuttgart, is mourning Professor Ferdinand 
Alexander Porsche. The Honorary President of the Supervisory Board 
died on 5 April 2012 in Salzburg, aged 76. Matthias MÃ¼ller, President 
and Chief Executive Officer of Porsche AG, paid tribute to Ferdinand 
Alexander Porsche's services to the sports car manufacturer: "We 
mourn the death of our partner, Ferdinand Alexander Porsche. As the 
creator of the Porsche 911, he established a design culture in our 
company that has shaped our sports cars to this very day. His 
philosophy of good design is a legacy to us that we will honour for all 
time."

Ferdinand Alexander Porsche was born in Stuttgart on 11 December 
1935, the oldest son of Dorothea and Ferry Porsche. Even his childhood 
was shaped by cars, and he spent much of his time in the engineering 
offices and development workshops of his grandfather Ferdinand 
Porsche. In 1943 the family accompanied the Porsche company's move 
to Austria, where he went to school in Zell am See. After returning to 
Stuttgart in 1950, he attended the private Waldorf school. After leaving 
school, he enrolled at the prestigious Ulm School of Design.

In 1958, F.A. Porsche, as he was known by his colleagues, joined the 
engineering office of what was 
then Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche KG. 
He soon proved his great talent 
for design by sculpting the first 
model of a successor to the 356 
model line out of plasticine. In 
1962 he took over as head of the 
Porsche design studio, creating a 
worldwide furore one year later 
with the Porsche 901 (or 911). 
With the Porsche 911, F.A. 
Porsche created a sports car icon 
whose timeless and classical 
form survives to this very day in 
what is now the seventh 911 
generation. However, in addition 
to passenger cars, F.A. Porsche 
also concerned himself with 
designing the sports cars of the 
1960s. His best-known designs 
include the Type 804 Formula 
One racing car or the Porsche 904 
Carrera GTS, now considered to 
be one of the most beautiful 
racing cars ever.
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I feel like it has been 
forever since I have last 
been able to attend one 
of our Membership 
meetings (although I 
think it was February) 
and I apologize for that.  
And again now I am 
unable to attend our May 
meeting.  Sometimes 
things just don't work 

out the way we want them to.  In this case I 
had booked the evening off long in advance 
but then purchased a 1965 Harley 
Davidson and the ONLY course before fall 
that was available to learn how to drive the 
darn thing starts on May 3rd.  On the sunny 
side, I do plan to attend every one of our 
summer meetings!

At press time, the location for our summer 
meeting location is yet to be determined.  
The Board has resolved to put forward 
three options to the membership for the 
2012 summer meeting location.  Once a 
location has been selected I will send a 
notice via email to all members.  Summer 
meetings are great as we often have 20 or 
so cars out with at least half participating in 
the cruise after the meeting.  The sun was 
often long set before the last cars went 
home after a great evening with friends.

Our summer schedule is a full one!  We 
hope to get all the events up on our website 
as soon as possible.  We have a weekend 
“escape” in the works for the June 1-3 
weekend so save the date!  Once details 
are confirmed we will ask people to confirm 
their participation and book their hotel 
rooms.  This event is being organized by 
one of our members who have had the 
opportunity to drive the route before and 
he indicates that it is not to be missed!  

Although it may seem like it is an eternity 
before our Holiday Banquet, the Board has 
resolved to organize a committee this year 
for the Banquet.  The committee will be 
under the leadership of our Vice President, 
Waiyen Chu.  If you are interested in 
becoming involved, or would like input into 
the event please contact Waiyen.  We hope 
to get more of our members involved!

The Board is still awaiting the approval of 
PCA on some proposed Constitutional 
amendments that we have suggested.  
Once we receive approval, the proposed 
amendments will be forwarded to the 
membership. ■

I hope to see you all again soon!

Briget Sawatsky
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If you know, or see, someone with a Porsche, urge him or her to join our club.

CONTACT: Malcolm, Membership Chair   
Tel: 488-9622    E-mail: PorscheMB@aol.com

RED RIVER REGION

1 May 2012

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Primary Members: 160; Affiliates: 106; Total: 267

ESTABLISHED 1989

Ph: (204) 772-7733  •  Fax: (204) 772-8858  •  info@pressroomonline.ca

One Club
13 Zones

140 Regions

60,000 Members

Millions of Admirers!

We received a very happy and unexpected 
surprise when our new granddaughter was 
born on the morning of April 26th. Her expected 
delivery date was May 17th. We are thankful 
that she is a very healthy 6lb. 11oz pink bundle 
of joy. 

Thanks to Facebook we are able to view 
photos and videos of her whenever the mood 
strikes us (which is often). And, I readily admit, 
she is beautiful. We are looking forward to 
driving down to Indiana (alas, not in the 928) in 

June to visit our son and his 
fami ly  and meet  l i t t le  
Gwendolen Aria Marie. We'll 
be driving down with our 
daughter and son-in-law. 
Taking into consideration the 
amount of time that we will be 
in South Bend and that fact 
that our recently married 
daughter would probably not 

want to share a hotel room with her mom and 
dad, we rented a lovely farmhouse which is 
only eight miles from our son's home. We are 
all very excited and can't wait for our family to 
be together again. Many of life's unexpected 
moments give such happiness. Top Gear (UK) 
had featured the Porsche 928 in an episode a 
few years ago and I fell in love with it. At the 
time, never expected I would ever own a 
Porsche of any kind. I would read about them 
online, almost daily. About a year later, a few 
days before my 50th birthday, I spotted "Eva" 
for sale on Kijiji. With a 'happy 50th birthday' 
from my wife, I drove the 1300 km to Calgary 
with my neighbour. Within 36 hours of our 
departure, I was parking my 928 in my garage. 
My 928. For the next few weeks, the garage 
door would rise along with my excitement at 
knowing I was about to take her for a ride . I 
could hardly believe she was actually mine. I'm 
sure I'll feel the same when I hold my 
granddaughter in my arms for the first time. ■



Your Detailing and
Paint Repair
Specialists

444 Brooklyn St., Winnipeg
autoextreme@live.ca 

Specializing In:
Interior and Trunk Shampoo - Engine Detail
Power Polish and Compound - Wet Sanding
Paint Touch-up - Protection Packages
Plastic Bumper Repair and Welding
Colour Blending - Tar Removal - Decal Removal
Fabric and Vinyl Dyeing - Parts Replacement
Paintless Dent Removal

204-885-5371 

Darren Neudorf
By Appointment

In the course of the conversion of Porsche KG into a joint-
stock corporation in 1971/72, Ferdinand Alexander Porsche, 
along with all the other family members, stood down from 
the company's front-line business operations. In 1972 he 
founded the "Porsche Design Studio" in Stuttgart, the head 
office of which was relocated to Zell am See in Austria in 
1974. In the decades that followed, he designed numerous 
classic gentlemen's accessories such as watches, spectacles 
and writing implements that achieved global recognition 
under the "Porsche Design" brand. In parallel, with his team, 
he designed a plethora of industrial products, household 
appliances and consumer durables for internationally 
renowned clients under the brand "Design by F.A. Porsche". 
A strong and clear design concept typifies all product 
designs created in his design studio to date. The credo of his 
design work was: "Design must be functional and 
functionality has t o be translated visually into aesthetics, 
without gags that have to be explained first." F.A. Porsche: 
"A coherently designed product requires no adornment; it 
should be enhanced by its form alone." The design's 
appearance should be readily comprehensible and not 
detract from the product and its function. His conviction 
was: "Good design should be honest."

Ferdinand Alexander Porsche received numerous honours 
and awards both for his work as a designer as well as for 
individual designs. For example, in 1968 the “  
Internationale de Promotion et de Prestige" honoured him 
for the outstanding aesthetic design of the Porsche 911 
while the Industrial Forum Design Hannover (iF) voted him 
"Prizewinner of the Year" in 1992. In 1999, the President of 
Austria bestowed on him the title of Professor.

Ferdinand Alexander Porsche retained a close lifelong 
association with Porsche AG as a partner and member of the 
Supervisory Board. For example, even after stepping down 
from front-line business operations, he contributed to the 
design of Porsche's sports cars over many decades and 
repeatedly steered the company in the right direction. This 
was especially the case for the difficult period Porsche 
experienced at the beginning of the 1990s. From 1990 to 
1993, F.A. Porsche served as President of the company's 
Supervisory Board, thus playing a major role in Porsche 
A.G's economic turnaround. In 2005, he stood down from 
his Supervisory Board role in favour of his son Oliver and 
assumed the mantle of Honorary President of the 
Supervisory Board.

Ferdinand Alexander Porsche will be buried in the family 
grave at  in Zell am See, attended by his 
immediate family. An official funeral service will be held in 
Stuttgart at a later date. ■

Comité

Schüttgut

Courtesy, Porsche Cars North America

Having spent the last week of March on a visit to 
Nova Scotia, we thought we would share a bit of 
the trip with you.

As their provincial vehicle licence plate reads, Nova 
Scotia is “Canada's Ocean Playground”, but we 
soon learned that, like any playground, this one 
also has restricted hours or more accurately, 
restricted months. Don't expect to have a full 
menu of the usual tourist activities, whether it be 
whale watching or a weekday tour of Alexander 
Keith's Brewery, outside of the somewhat 
abbreviated end-of-June to Labour Day window. 
That doesn't mean there aren't still things to do 
and sights to see, such as a visit to the Maritime 
Museum or to Pier 21, but the options are certainly 
reduced. On the plus side, we didn't have to 
contend with busloads of tourists elbowing us off 
the rocks at Peggy's Cove nor did we need to wait 
in line for a restaurant table at Lunenburg.

By Brian Hanson

continued on page 5
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Top international automotive media makes the 
2012 Porsche 911 their first choice

ATLANTA - April 5, 2012 - The seventh-generation Porsche 911 has 
been named the 2012 World Performance Car. The announcement 
was made at the 2012 New York International Auto Show, at a press 
conference hosted by Bridgestone Corporation. The Porsche 911 
was one of 34 new-for-2012 vehicles selected for the annual awards 
program.

The World Performance Car honor is awarded each year by an 
international jury panel comprised of 66 top-level automotive 
journalists from 25 countries around the world. Jury members are 
appointed by the World Car Steering Committee on the basis of their 
expertise, experience, credibility, and influence. Each juror typically 
drives and evaluates new vehicles on a regular basis as part of his or 
her professional work. Through their respective outlets they 
collectively reach an audience of millions of automotive consumers 
in every corner of the globe.

"We are honored that the 2012 Porsche 911 Carrera S was chosen 
by this distinguished group of jurors as the 2012 World Performance 
Car," said Detlev von Platen, president and CEO of Porsche Cars 
North America. "For just the seventh time in almost 50 years the 
iconic 911 has been revised to the point of being a new-generation, 
and winning this award from a global team of world-class journalists 
is excellent validation for the work and dedication of everyone at 
Porsche."

Lower, wider, longer, more powerful and more efficient than its 
predecessor, the all-new 2012 Porsche 911 Carrera has been 
refined from the ground up. Delivering 350hp and 400hp 
respectively, the 3.4-liter 911 Carrera and 3.8-liter Carrera S boxer 
engines are available with a seven-speed manual gearbox or the 
seven-speed dual-clutch Porsche-Doppelkupplungsgetriebe (PDK) 
automatic. When fitted with the Sport Chrono PDK, the Carrera can 
accelerate from 0 to 60 mph in 4.2 seconds, while the Carrera S 
reaches 60 mph in 3.9 seconds and reaches a top-track-speed of 
187 mph.

Inside the cabin of the new 911, numerous comfort, convenience and 
ergonomic features create an environment that allows drivers to fully 
focus on the road ahead, while also appreciating new available audio 
and communications systems by companies like BoseÂ® and 
BurmesterÂ®. Both driver and passenger benefit from almost an 
inch more front leg room for increased comfort. The elevated center 
console allows for faster shifts.

The 2012 Carrera has a base Manufacturer's Suggested Retail Price 
(MSRP) of $82,100; the 911 Carrera S has a base MSRP price of 
$96,400, not including a $950 destination charge. ■

Courtesy, Porsche Cars North America

So, what were our impressions of the Nova Scotia we 
visited? Well,

1. Halifax is an interesting city, with much history, of 
course. Descriptively, imagine a “mash-up” of 
Wolseley, “the Gates” (near Cornish Library), the 
Exchange District, and Point Douglas; then, put 
that mix onto seriously steep hills rising up from 
the harbour, a la New Westminster, BC. And what 
a harbour it is! Navies from colonial time to the 
present must truly appreciate such a great port – 
deep water, ice-free year 'round, protected by 
several islands (which can and have been fortified 
at various junctures), and further back in the 
harbour's throat, the sheltered, broad expanse of 
the Bedford Basin.

2. History is locally valued, not surprisingly, and 
along with that comes an appreciation for period 
architecture. It is plain to see that money is being 
spent to preserve, protect and integrate entire old 
buildings or at least their facades, as the 
downtown and the city, generally, develop.

3. Nonetheless, impressions are that development 
has slowed in recent years. I think it would be fair 
to say that the visible marks of the recent 
economic recession are more prevalent in Nova 
Scotia than in Manitoba, at present. Halifax and 
Dartmouth have a fair number of empty shops, 
eating places, and other buildings, with “for 
lease” or “for sale” signs in the windows.

4. The people are, by and large, very friendly and 
accommodating, and drivers are among the most 
courteous we have seen in many a year.

5. Gastronomy is very good, on the whole. Excellent 
meals were enjoyed at more formal dining places, 
such as “The Bicycle Thief”, “Fid”, and “Ryan 
Duf fy”  in  Ha l i fax;  at  very in formal  
establishments, like “Evan's Seafood Restaurant” 
in the Dartmouth pedestrian ferry terminal; and 
at casual, funky eateries, like “The Salt Shaker 
Deli” in Lunenburg.

George's Island and lighthouse, entrance to Halifax Harbour

Lunenburg, The Saltshaker Deli (green and white building)

continued on page 10
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ADJUSTING CAR MIRRORS! 

After many years of driving, I NEVER thought of doing it this way.  
I always thought I needed to see just a little of my own car on 
each side, but I'll re-adjust the mirror on my car today. 

It probably takes time to get used to. Watch this & I'll bet you will 
try it!!

Click on link below!!!

 www.youtube.com/watch?v=KwzUE6PHk4U
This is the oldest motor vehicle car in the world that still runs. It was 
built one year before Karl Benz and Gottlieb Daimler invented the 
internal combustion engine.

The world's oldest running motor vehicle has been sold at auction for 
an astonishing $4.62 million (R36.5-million), more than double the 
pre-sale estimate, as two bidders chased the price up in a three-
minute bidding war. 

The 1884 De Dion Bouton et Trepardoux Dos-a-Dos Steam 
Runabout drew a standing ovation as it was driven up onto the stage 
at Friday's RM Auction in Hershey, Pennsylvania - to prove that this 
127-year-old car really does run! - and attracted a starting bid of $500 
000, which was immediately doubled to $1 million. Encouraged by 
the applauding crowd, the bidding went swiftly up to $4.2 million (R33 
million) - 4.62 million (R36.5 million) including the 10 percent 
commission - before the car was knocked down to a unnamed buyer.

The Dos-a-Dos (Back-to-Back) Steam Runabout was built in 1884 by 
George Bouton and Charles-Armand Trepardoux for French 
entrepreneur Count de Dion, who named it 'La Marquise' after his 
mother. 

In 1887, with De Dion at the tiller, it 
won the world's first ever motor race 
(it was the only entrant to make the 
start line!) covering the 32km from 
the Pont de Neuilly in Paris to 
Versailles and back in one hour and 
14 minutes (an average of 
25.9km/h) and, according to 
contemporary reports, hitting a 
breathtaking 60km/h on the 
straights. 

La Marquise has only had four owners, remaining in one family for 
81 years, and has been restored twice, once by the Doriol family and 
again by British collector Tom Moore in the early 1990's. Since then, 
it has taken part in four London-to-Brighton runs and collected a 
double gold at the 1997 Pebble Beach d'Elegance in California. ■

Shared by Malcolm Hinds

Shared by Malcolm Hinds

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5eV5wKMKs7w&feature=plcp

Our own Tim Woelk takes a lap on the famous 

Nurburgring Nordschleife 

Nurburgring Lap
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The Porsche Whisper is a column dedicated to the repair, 
maintenance and resolving technical issues of your Porsche.

Articles can be submitted to the Newsletter Editor at 
newsletter@redriverpca.org. Articles may be edited for space.

Due date: June 29th.

Th
e

PORSCHE
WHISPERER

PORSCHE
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PORSCHE
WHISPERER

Brake maintenance is really one of the simplest jobs you can do on 
your car. Most important is the thickness of your pads, which 
generally you can visually check without taking off the wheels. If you 
determine that you need to replace the pads, either because they are 
worn or because you want to install different ones for track use, you 
must first remove the wheel. With the wheel off you'll have full access 
to the caliper and pads.

To remove the pads, you just need to pull the retainer's safety pin and 
remove the retainer. It will be easier to remove if you put downward 
pressure on the spring while pushing the pin out of the caliper.  Once 
out, the spring will come next, and once the spring is out the pads can 
be pulled and replaced.  You may have to spread the pads out so the 
calipers release the pressure.

If you need to replace the disc, just a few more steps are required:

Take off the two bolts that secure the caliper to the wheel hub and pull 
the caliper out of the way.

Remove two small phillips-head screws that secure the disc and pull 
out the disc.

So, how do we know when the pads need replacing?

There are two ways:

a) You wait for the brake-light to come on, or

b) You look at the thickness on your brakes and make the 
determination.

How does the sensor know?

The sensor is inserted in the pad's hole.

When the pad wears down to the hole, the sensor will scrape against 
the rotor and create a short circuit, thus triggering the brake-wear 
light. Generally when the light comes on you will need to replace the 
sensors as well as the pads. The discs also wear down, so you must 
measure them every time you change pads to make sure they are 
still within specs. Keep in mind that the fronts have a different 
thickness than the rears, so measure them individually. As a rule of 
thumb the rotors last the life of two pads.  And the rears last twice as 
long as the fronts.

The other components that we haven't talked about yet, are the 
Brake Fluid Reservoir. This is generally located in the front trunk, 
and is where the brake fluid is poured. It gives you a minimum and 
maximum level and you should make sure that it's never lower than 
the minimum.

At the two rear wheels we also have the emergency brakes. This 
system generally uses the internal part of the rotor or “hat” as a drum 
brake and two expanding circular pads that press against the hat 
when activated.

continued on page 8



This system is completely mechanical and independent from the 
hydraulic brake system, but will only activate the rear wheels. Not 
great for breaking, but better than nothing in an emergency and great 
for parking, hence it's nickname “parking brake”.

The hydraulic system is made up of solid lines that connect the 
different components. You may have asked yourself, just exactly how 
does the whole system work?

Because liquids don't compress, if you fill a line with liquid and put 
pressure on one end (pressing the brake pedal) you will have an 
immediate and equal reaction on the other end of the line, just as if 
you had a solid rod connecting the two ends.

This pressure at the end is connected to the caliper pistons which 
move against the pad ,which then presses against the rotor.  The 
harder you press on the brake pedal, the harder the pads press 
against the rotors.

You will also find four flexible brake lines that connect the solid tube to 
the caliper, allowing the wheels to move side-to-side, by the steering 
wheel (for the fronts) and/or up-and-down by the suspension (all 
four) and still transmit brake fluid.

As we explained before, a great amount of heat is generated when 
stopping the car. Because of  that the rotors are internally ventilated, 
forcing cool air through the inside of the rotors as they rotate.  The 
cars also have cooling ducts to direct oncoming air directly to the 
front brakes, which generate the most heat because they do the most 
work.

Most of the new brake rotors are now cross-drilled from the factory. 
The purpose for cross-drilling is to allow for the quick escape of 
gasses between the pads' and the rotors' surfaces.  These gasses 
are generated by the application of the brakes when the great heat 
generated tend to sublimate some of the pad.   A second advantage 
to cross-drilling  the rotors is that there is much less brake fade when 
wet.  One of the disadvantages is that is the cross-drilled rotors tend 

continued on page 9

8



to crack around the perforations, so chamfering helps to relieve the 
cracks.  Also chamfering eliminates a bit of the cheese grater effect 
on the pads.

Some people prefer slotted rotors which allow for gas and water to 
escape, but don't crack as the cross-drilled. 

Brake bleeding is necessary before every DE and once every two 
years (as per Porsche recommendations).

The reason is that Brake fluid absorbs water.  And as you are now 
very aware, because of the friction, heat is generated while braking.  
This heat is transferred to the calipers, where the brake fluid resides.  
Water boils at a much lower temperature than brake fluid (212 vs 400 
deg.F). Once the water in the fluid starts to boil, it will generate 
bubbles of water vapor in the fluid and will now allow compression 
and brake efficiency is lost (mushy brake pedal).

The easiest way to bleed is to 
use a Power Bleeder.  

Pour in one liter of your 
favorite brake fluid.

Connect the cap to the Brake 
Reservoir and pump to 20 lbs 
of pressure.  

I place it in a bucket just in 
case of spills if the pressure 
line breaks.  

This way you contain the 
fluid which is a paint solvent.

With the system pressurized start with 
the right rear wheel and pop off the two 
bleed caps.  

Place the drain hose and wrench on the 
nipple and loosen it.  Make sure to catch 
the flow in a receptacle.

Do both nipples until you get new fluid 
coming out.  

If you alternate fluid 
colors from blue to gold 
and back, you can 
clearly see when the 
new color starts coming 
out. 

Then move to the left 
rear, the right front and 
finally the left front.

Even though it's not part of the brakes, it is a 
good idea to bleed the clutch at the same 
time.  First you need to depress and hold 
down the clutch pedal while you bleed it.

You can either have an assistant sit there 
and do it, or just use a piece of 2 by 4.  To 
find the clutch bleed nipple, look on the left, 
upper side of the transmission.  It's easier to 
see than to get at it. You bleed it the same 
way as the calipers.

After you finish and remove the 
Power Bleeder, make sure to check 
the fluid level in the reservoir is full.

For daily driving and AX, the stock 
brake pads are great, but for fast 
track days you really need a 
specialized brake pad that can take 
the additional heat generated by the 
higher speeds. If not, you will 
experience brake fade.

I particularly like PAGID Orange 
Racing Pads.  

They really are orange .... well, at least when you mount them, 
because after the first couple of laps the heat turns them black. 
These pads have no sensor holes, so the sensors must be zip tied 
out of the way.

If installing Racing pads, keep in mind that they are not DOT legal. 
They will not brake properly unless they are VERY hot, as I found out 
for myself on my way to Sebring a few years ago.

If you would like additional information on Porsche Brakes, other 
components, and many DIY Projects, please visit my website at: 
www.PedrosGarage.com. ■

Happy Porsche'ing,

Pedro
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6. Driving the South Shore is very rewarding, 
scenery-wise. We sampled Peggy's Cove, Chester, 
and Lunenburg, before turning north and heading 
across the rocky, forested interior to Wolfville and 
the Annapolis Valley countryside.

7. Nova Scotia roads / highways are very good. At 
least those highways (numbers 333, 103, 12, and 
101) that we drove were smooth and largely free 
of surface breaks of any sort. They were certainly 
better than our Hwy. #'s 1, 2, 3, and 75. Well, you 
may say that's because it doesn't get cold in Nova 
Scotia – and that's what we might have 
speculated, too, at least until learning that it can 
get cold enough of a winter to freeze some ocean 
inlets to a depth of 12”. A foot of ice requires 
seriously cold temperatures, and such wintry 
weather should be sufficient to produce frost 
heave. But perhaps the fact that Nova Scotia 
roads are built mostly on rock and not on our 
Plasticine-like alluvial clay is key.

lighthouse at Peggy's Cove

view down a side street, Lunenburg

8. Very few Porsches were seen during our time and 
travels in Nova Scotia – two first generation 
Cayennes, one 997, one Cayman (on a used car 
lot) and one Panamera outside The Halifax Club, 
per the attached photo. Maybe it was too early in 
the driving season and many cars were still in 
storage? A few BMWs and Mercedes cars and 
SUVs were spotted, as well as a newer and very 
stylish Aston Martin Rapide.

9. The Atlantic Ocean is both idyllic and scary, by 
turns, and this viewed from shore, never mind 
being actually out on a ship. One day the ocean is 
as placid as a pond; the next, a roiling beast with 
high waves, driven by strong winds. Conditions 
seem particularly treacherous with a south wind, 
but that's not surprising since, when you look at 
a map of the western hemisphere, you'll see that 
there is no landfall, and thus nothing to disrupt 
the wind, south of Nova Scotia before  reaching 
the coat of Venezuela. If one needs evidence of 
the danger of going to sea, the sailors' memorial 
in Lunenburg brings it home. Hundreds of sailors 
lost over the years from that community alone, 
often 6 or 8 in a year, and in especially stormy 
years, 12 or as many as 20 have perished.

10. Halifax has many regular pubs and a growing 
number of brew pubs and micro breweries. The 
beer produced is very good indeed but I don't 
think our local Half-Pints and Fort Garry 
breweries need to take a back seat. By the way, if 
you visit Halifax and want to quaff a pint (or so), 
try “Maxwell's Plum” pub – 60 varieties of beer 
on tap or in bottles. It's close to downtown hotels 
and a bit of a “hoot” to experience.

Well, that's a brief recounting of our trip, and fun it 
was. If you haven't visited Atlantic Canada and Nova 
Scotia, that part of our great country would be a 
wonderful holiday destination. 

Submitted by: PCA-RRR members, Brian and Dawn 
Hanson, April 14, 2012

■

Panamera outside The Halifax Club

Fishermen's Memorial, Lunenburg

Photos by Brian Hanson
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We're heading to South Dakota for an annual event, August 23 – 26, 2012. 
The following information was taken from the Dakotas Region PCA website.

Thursday is arrival day.  Come and meet with friends, old and 
new, at the K Bar S Lodge in Keystone, SD.  Know that all profits 
from your registration will be donated to the Food Banks of 
North and South Dakota!

Join us on Friday & Saturday for two days of great drives 
throughout the scenic Black Hills.  These twisting, turning roads 
are perfect for real sports cars like ours.  The natural beauty of the 
Black Hills area includes Mt Rushmore, Crazy Horse Monument, 
and Spearfish Canyon.

In addition to the natural beauty of the area, we will offer gimmick 
rallies, a show and shine event, and your choice of nighttime 
entertainment.  With our close proximity to Mt. Rushmore, the 
nightly “Lighting Ceremony” at the monument is a highlight for 
those who may not have experienced it.  Meals will be “on your 
own”, so try the variety the area has to offer!

From Tim and Lynn, the hosts who plan the routes:
“We try to set up a social event that is centered around fun cars, 
great scenery, and good friends (new and old).  We plan a 
Thursday evening mixer to meet everyone, then somewhat 
organized drives on Friday and Saturday during the days.  There 
is no real set plan for evening meals, but, typically, we will make 
something up as the days' events unfold.  It may sound odd, but it 
always seems to work very well.”

You can also reach them at tim-lynn@rushmore.com .

Another member of the region affirms:
“The Black Hills and Mt. Rushmore are beautiful and the windy 
roads are perfect for both scenic driving and 'other' driving if you 
prefer.  There are also small towns in the area that have a unique 
mix of restaurants and shopping.  There is a little something for 
everyone.  You may have also heard of Deadwood, SD which is 

an old mining town that is now famous for its Western style 
gambling and car shows that happen during the same period.”

Cost per car (two people) is USD$100, payable to Dakota 
Region, PCA

HOTEL:  The K Bar S Hotel in Keystone, SD is the host hotel.  
Mention the Porsche Club when you make your reservation.  
There are extremely limited rooms available at $119.99 and 

rdwill be released to the public on July 23 . Call the lodge at 
866-522-7724, or http://www.kbarslodge.com. (Lloyd & I have 
already booked our room) There’s also Battle Creek Lodge, 
BW Plus Four Presidents Lodge, and Holiday Inn Express, 
also located in Keystone. 

Here are some links for further information:
http://www.blackhillsbadlands.com
http://www.deadwood.org/
http://www.blackhillsplayhouse.com

Please send Checks and registration form to:
John Forrette       
3028 S. Amanda Ct.
Sioux Falls, SD  57103-4828

The plan is to leave on Wednesday, mid afternoon, stay over 
midway, and leave early on Thursday so we arrive in time for 
the Thursday evening mixer. The drive via Sioux Falls and the 
Badlands is 13 hours. IF YOU”RE THINKING OF GOING, 
RESERVE YOUR ROOM! We emailed the K Bar S Lodge and 
reserved for Thursday to Sunday.

Send us your email address – 
yhfriesen@gmail.com We'll keep you posted. 
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I was at a PCA meeting and telling a fellow member, Geoff Reimche,  
that my V12 was damaged and I was looking for another engine. He 
said he had a Ford 5.0 that he would give me if I wanted it and that it 
was rebuilt 30,000 kms ago with performance cam, heads and 
pistons. The Ford 5.0 is known for being light, cheap for parts and 
made good torque from the factory, so I took Geoff up on his very 
generous offer. This is why being part of an enthusiast club and 
attending meetings are important, because you meet so many 
wonderful people.

The engine was still in the vehicle, a Ford F150 pick up truck, and I 
had to take it out. Once I had it out I took a look at what I needed and 
started ordering parts. The intake manifold, exhaust, oil pan and 
wiring harness would all have to be changed. I decided to keep the 
engine fuel injected to ensure reliability and driveability, but this 
added a lot of expenses. I was quoted $2000 for just the necessary 
sensors and computer, but fortunately I was able to track most of it 
down for a lot less.

I cleaned the engine all up, added a road racing oil 
pan and GT40 intake manifold and started figuring 
out how to fit it in the engine compartment. Fitting it to 
the current transmission was easy because the Borg-
Warner T5 I was using came out of a Mustang.  The 
engine was quite a bit wider than the V12 because it is 
a 90 degree V8 vs the 60 degree V12. I had to cut 
some notches out of the footbox on the drivers side in 
order to clear the headers. I also had to change the 
engine mounts, frame rails and radiator as part of the 
swap. An interesting thing I had to do was reverse the 
direction of the headers, having them exit forward of 
the engine in order to line up with the side pipes.

Eventually I got all the sensors, electric fuel pump, 
return fuel lines and wiring hooked up, and the engine 
fired up first try. It took a while to get everything 

working together but it sounded good and had great throttle 
response. The good news is that there is a lot more room in the 
engine compartment, and the great news is that the car weighs 200 
lbs less than before. I still had the whole winter to go over the car in 
detail and make improvements where necessary and decided to 
purchase some race car software. This software would allow me to 
analyze vehicle handling and I discovered that I had some 
suspension problems. The front roll center (the point in space where 
the car pivots back and forth when leaning in a turn) was 3 inches off 
the ground but the rear roll center was 14 inches off the ground. In 
part 7, I cut out all the old rear suspension and rebuild it with a better 
and adjustable design. ■
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Briget and I attended the 2011 SCCA Solo Nationals in Lincoln, 
Nebraska and each of us ran in separate Mod classes for the first 
time. What we learned is that the tech inspectors have 
competitors sit in the car with helmet on and the top of the helmet 
has to be below the top of the roll cage. When we got home I put 
on my helmet and sat in the car, if I slumped in the seat I was fine 
but it was a little too close for comfort. I decided to lower the floor 
to give us more head room and lower the center of gravity at the 
same time. I cut out all the old floor and started from scratch with 
the only re-useable piece being the transmission tunnel. Instead 
of welding up a metal framework and riveting thin aluminum to it, I 
made the entire floor out of bent aluminum sheet. I was careful to 
make the floor level with the lowest part of the engine, which is the 
oil pan. It landed up being 3 inches lower than before and looks a 
lot better, too.

continued on page14
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I belong to a Mod class forum 
where my competitors can 
see the progress I was 
making on the car. One of the 
other members pointed out 
t h a t  t h e  r e a r  o f  m y  
transmission was held up 
solely by my new aluminum 
floor, making the floor a 
stressed member. Now, 
having the floor as a 
stressed (or load bearing) 
member is famil iar to 
anybody with a unibody car 
and is perfectly legal in Mod 
class. What is not legal in 
Mod class is having a non-
ferrous material (aluminum, 
fiberglass, carbon fiber, etc) 
as a stressed member. I had 
to build a three piece 
crossmember out of steel 
that sandwiched the floor 
uprights and held up the rear 
of the transmission, a bunch of unnecessary weight that I 
had not planned for. 

Mod class rules also allow a rear diffuser that is no more 
than 25 inches long, but dictate that the floor must not 
rise more than half an inch from front to back (thus 
making the floor part of the diffuser).  My floor ends about 
18 inches in front of the rear differential and the diffuser 
begins behind the differential so there is a large gap that 
interrupts airflow under the car. Between the floor and 
the diffuser is a flat piece of aluminum sheet called a 
bellypan.  Bellypans are more familiar to people with 

mid-engine cars than front engine, rear drive cars but 
my car has a bellypan. The bellypan runs right 
underneath the differential and does double duty as a 
fluid catcher for my leaky diff. If you look under the back 
of the car, you will see a flat surface running from the 
front of the car all the way to the diffuser where it 
sweeps up at the back.

I had to run a different radiator because the Jag rad 
uses dual upper hoses and the Ford engine uses a 
single, so I took the opportunity to make further 
improvements. I mounted the new radiator lower and 

angled it back to provide 
clearance for the electric 
fan and make access 
easier. I also had to figure 
out a way to get fresh air 
to the engine and landed 
up building an air box 
above the radiator that 
takes cold air from behind 
the grille and forces it into 
the engine.  Now the car 
is running and driving but 
perhaps could use some 
more power. In the next 
article, I try to add 100 
horsepower  and drop 60 
lbs.

Check out the build blog 
for video and pictures 
http://ultimatemgbbuild.bl
ogspot.com ■
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Recycle your unwanted Porsche magazines, 
books, manuals, CDs & DVDs by donating them

 to the Red River Region Library. Contact
Lloyd Richardson at LRichardson@towereng.ca

Our first cruise of the season was held at the 
Half Moon in Lockport, on Sunday, April 22nd. 
Participants of the cruise comprised of: Len 
Loewen and his friend Joe, Waiyen Chu, 
Briget & Mark Sawatsky, Malcolm & Suzanne 
Hinds, Mario Bovino, Peter & Anna Fuller and 
Juliette & Ray Larrivee. Our afternoon began 
with us meeting at Speedword. Tim Woelk met 
us there, but was unable to join us on the 
cruise. He has a facinating story to tell 
(hopefully available in a future issue!) about 
his drive on the Nurburgring Nordschleife.

Check out his video on youtube; click on 
the link below: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5eV5w
KMKs7w&feature=plcp

continued on page 16
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…you are a member of the Porsche Club of America, but 
you belong to the Red River Region? So, what is the 
difference? 

The Porsche Club of America (PCA) is a huge club with over 
61,000 primary members, or over 100,000 members when 
family affiliates are included. It covers all of the United 
States, including Hawaii and Alaska, Canada, and Puerto 
Rico. To manage such a large number of people over such 
an immense area, the Club is divided into thirteen zones, 
which are then further subdivided into a total of 139 
Regions. Each Region has its own Board of Directors and its 
own Constitution and Bylaws. The Board manages the 
Region's activities and events within the guidelines of its 
Constitution and Bylaws, which in turn, have been approved 
by the PCA's legal council as being compliant with PCA's 
own Constitution and Bylaws. So, how does all this affect 
you, as an individual?

First of all, if you travel on occasions, (as I do), you can look 
up on the Internet at www.pca,org and find out if anything is 
happening at the PCA Region at your destination, while you 
are there. If so, you can go and join in their fun, usually on 
the same terms as the local Region's own members. Just 
remember to keep your valid membership card in your 
wallet. Similarly, if you are a snowbird and spend several 
months each year in the sunny south, get to know your local 
Region and join in their activities. ■

Hope you found this useful!

Malcolm Hinds
Membership Chair

At Speedworld, we were given “the low down” on Mark Sawatsky’s 
MGB GT Race Car project. The amount of work he has put into it and 
- how LOUD this car is - is very impressive. You can read more on 
Mark’s progress in this issue.  All in all, six Porsches and one very 
cool Lamborghini Jalpa cruised to Lockport.

Weatherwise, it was a bit on the cool side, and since we were to arrive 
at Half Moon around 2:00 pm, it seemed that we would have no 
trouble finding seats. But, being such a popular destination, the place 
was packed when we arrived. Fortunately, by the time many of us 
received our food, we were able to share a few tables in the same 
area.

We had an enjoyable time and I encourage members to join us for 
future dinner drives this summer. ■

Mark Sawatsky and his MGB GT Race Car

Mario Bovino;s Lamborghini Jalpa

Lamborghini made only 410 of these cars
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Stuttgart. For six decades, the history of Dr. Ing. h.c. F. 
Porsche AG, Stuttgart, has been inseparably 
associated with the worldwide enthusiasm of the 
Porsche Club scene. 60 years ago, on 26 May 1952, 
seven passionate Porsche drivers founded the 
Porsche Club Hohensyburg in Westphalia. According 
to its articles of association, the common goal of this 
first club was to “unite all Porsche drivers in friendship 
and comradeship”. The creation of this first club was 
the foundation stone for a long and unique success 
story that has become a global phenomenon. 

In the early Fifties, it was still a rarity to encounter a 
Porsche on the open road. This resulted in a greater 
sense of solidarity between owners – not just in 
Germany. The Porsche Clubs’ international success 
story begins in 1953 with the founding of the Porsche 
Club Belgium. Two years later a private group of 
American Porsche customers, who were providing one 



another with technical support, spawned the Porsche 
Club of America, which nowadays represents the 
largest Porsche Club organisation in the world. And in 
1961, in Great Britain, enthusiasts of the 
Zuffenhausen sports car brand founded the Porsche 
Club Great Britain, which has now developed into the 
largest Porsche Club organisation in Europe. Today, 
the 640 officially recognised Porsche Clubs with their 
approximately 181,000 members from more than 75 
countries constitute the world’s largest automotive 
sector brand club. 

The Porsche Clubs live the Porsche brand, seven 
days a week and 365 days a year. Club members’ high 
voluntary commitment makes them important brand 
ambassadors and thus part and parcel of the Porsche 
brand. That is why the Porsche Museum is honouring 
the Clubs’ 60th anniversary with a special exhibition. 
From 26 May to 26 August 2012, the sports car 
manufacturer will be looking back on six decades 
replete with exciting club activities. Not only will Club 
members’ special vehicles be on show but special 
photographs, documents and small exhibits will also 
relate their personal stories and experiences. 

In addition, all museum visitors will be invited to 
select the most beautiful exhibit as part of a 
“Concours d’Elegance”. The choice is between 
twelve different vehicles, including the twelfth 
Porsche 356 produced in Zuffenhausen, a 
Porsche 968 Turbo S and a Porsche 911 Turbo 
Targa. Dr. Wolfgang Porsche as well will be 

providing a rare vehicle from his private collection for the special exhibition: a 
911 Turbo S (993). Moreover, a 1970 Porsche 914/6 GT will be on show, as 
will a Porsche 911 S “Club Coupé” that was brought out in a limited edition of 
50 units exclusively for American Club members to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the Porsche Club of America. 

The museum shop will be offering a selection of special items for sale: the 
new volume “60 years of Porsche Clubs” by in-house publisher “Edition 
Porsche Museum” introduces the reader to the history of the Porsche Clubs 
in approximately 180 pages. The book acquaints the reader with the most 
interesting, beautiful and spectacular Club moments. The book is available in 
German and English for 14.90 euro. Also, the museum shop is offering a 
metal “grill badge” on the occasion of the Clubs’ 60th anniversary – that can 
be affixed to the air intake grille on historic Porsche models. The “grill badge” 
is approximately 95 millimetres in diameter and costs 35.00 euro. An 
anniversary pin is also available, priced at 5.00 euro. 

The Porsche Museum is open Tuesday to Sunday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Admission is eight euro for adults and four euro for concessions. There is free 
admission for children under the age of 14, accompanied by an adult. 
Additional information is available online: www.porsche.com/museum. ■

Courtesy, Porsche Cars North America
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To place an ad, contact newsletter@redriverpca.org 

AUTOS FOR SALE

PORSCHE Wind Jacket, 
purchased new in 1995. 

Never worn - Large  

1981, 911SC for sale. 3L air cooled. Immaculate condition inside and out. 
This car is in show room condition. must be seen to be appreciated. All 
service records. Too many features to list.  $30,000 

Call Karl - 889-7302

For sale -  Set of winter tires. Dunlop 2- 205/50/17 & 2- 255/40/17 - Porsche 
sizes. Lots of tread left - these worked great last winter. Driving the Boxster in 
the winter was great fun - $400.     Also have black sheepskin seat covers for 
a Boxster - $150   Dave Wilton    email - boreal.owl@hotmail.com

1979 Porsche 924. I have owned 
it for 10 years. It has just rolled over 
100,000 miles. I have done some 
motor and body work. 5 speed 
manual trans, removable roof 
panel, good tires, reasonable 
condition. Contact: Andy Aitken, 
807-937-6894 (H) or 807-221-
9199 (C) abaitken@gmail.com 

Porsche Autobahn Polizei 4-Car Collection
Made in Germany (Limited Edition 5,000 worldwide). FOUR German 
Police Interceptors ALL for one price. Each one Brand NEW in the 
original box. Collectible 1:43 scale size. 
Packaged as a set.
356C Cabrio (1965), 914/4 (1971), 911T 
2.4 (1972), 911 Carrera 3.6 (1996) Get the 
historic collection of Porsche Autobahn 
Police cars. Request to see photos of all 
the cars. $299. Call Kevin at 254-5178 or 
PORSCHECLUB@MAC.COM

2005 Porsche Carrera S Cabriolet (1:18 scale) 
Model 997 in Metallic Blue on black with the red "PORSCHE" labeled 
calipers. This is a nice BRAND NEW model 
in the original display box with European 
style plates. All original factory bands are in 
place securing doors, hood and trunk lid. 
Not many can have the real thing but this 
model in this color as a Cabrio was a limited 
production series and therefore makes a 
great collectible for any Porsche enthusiast. 
$49. Call Kevin at 254-5178 or 
PORSCHECLUB@MAC.COM

1948 Porsche No. 1 356—Gmund, Austria 
1:18 scale die-cast collectible. Period correct chrome cap wheels. Period 
correct silver with red seats. Period correct split windscreen. Detailed 

Instrument gauges. Detailed Porsche 
crest steering wheel. Workable 
steering & suspension. Brand New in 
original display box. Very hard to come 
by model beautifully detailed right 
down to the rims. A nice example of 
Porsche history for the iconic collector. 
$250. Kevin at 
PORSCHECLUB@MAC.COM
or 254-5178. 

PARTS & ACCESSORIES

PORSCHE 
Jacket  
Bomber style. 
Leather 
sleeves. Like 
new.    

Corvette 50th 
Anniversary 

Jacket
All leather. Never 

worn. Medium

Nascar all leather 
jacket #24 Jeff 
Gordon, Dupont, 
Hendrick 
Motorsports. 
Embroidered 
logos. Never 
worn. Medium 

Checkered Flag 
Corvette all leather 
jacket. Never worn. 
Medium. 

If you are interested in 
purchasing any of the 
jackets listed here, please 
contact Karl  for prices at 
889-7302

Porsche European Leather Cream
European leather cream direct from Italy 
for your cars interior. Three jars. One to 
clean, shine and protect against 
environmental elements; one as a 
conditioner and softener, and one as a 
color restorer. Often the best products are 
those you cannot purchase in a store. This 
is a natural based product that uses no 
chemicals, colorings, silicones, waxes or 
artificial ingredients. Which is why these 
jars will last you for years as the less you use the better. Most products 
require you to goob it on. These work better the less you use. Urad (the 
world's number one selling leather care product of its kind) is used on the 
type of quality hides you'll find in your Porsche, no matter how old they are. 
NOTE: It can also be used on your leather furniture, jackets, purses, and 
boots and shoes. It even brings back old parched vinyl from the dead. CAr 
club members get all three for $60 and that includes the tax. Contact Kevin 
@ 254-5178 or porscheclub@mac.com

3-Axis Accelerometer Performance Meter ... BRAND NEW sealed box ... 

For on-road or off-road cars, karts, bikes & 
ATV's . $199.99 & No taxes to pay.  
WORLD'S ONLY cordless performance 
meter. World's SMALLEST most compact 
performance meter.  3-Axis (x,y,z) 
measurements for greater accuracy. Faster 
refresh rate plus automatic re-calibration 
with each start. No programming required. 
Large backlit LCD display. Windshield 
mount (no cords). This is the hottest little unit 
for measuring all critical aspects of any 
driver event, whether it be autocross, rally or 

just plain seeing what kind of power, cornering and braking ability your car 
has. Here you get the real numbers you can brag about. Measures: 1. 0-60, 

2. 1/4 Mile (time & speed) , 3. Braking force, 4. G-Force, 5. Horsepower. 

The cordless feature makes it easy to use in several different vehicles on 
the same day and at the same event. 

Contact Kevin: porscheclub@mac.com or call 254-5178

2008 Cayman coupe, speed yellow 
with 5 speed, 17 inch wheels,
bi-xenon lights, navigation, heated 
seats, rain sensor and climate
control. 28,000 km. $34,000.
Bob Grindley 403-249-2865 or 
rgrindley0@gmail.com



If you have an article and or photos you would like to submit for publication in Red River Ramblings,
please contact Ray L’Arrivee, Editor at newsletter@redriverpca.org

For questions about any event in this calendar, please email events@redriverpca.org

As you plan a vacation or a business trip, look for a local PCA event there before you leave.
IT IS ALL THE SAME CLUB; FEEL FREE TO SAY HI & JOIN IN

SEE THE PCA WEBS ANY
CONTACT INFORMATION ON ANY OUT OF  TOWN PCA EVENT www.pca.org

ITE FOR   EVENTS FURTHER AFIELD

(Pony Corral Pier 7 - 1700 Pembina Hwy)
7:00 p.m. Wed., July 4th 20127:00 p.m. Wed., June 6th, 2012  &  

Upcoming events will also be 
posted on our region website - 
redriverpca.org

Librarian
Lloyd Richardson

LRichardson@towereng.ca

Kim Fritze
612-275-4891
Zone10rep@gmail.com

Membership
Malcolm Hinds
(204) 488-9622
membership@redriverpca.org
MEMBERSHIP ISSUES

Vice-President
Waiyen Chu

waiyen.chu@gmail.com

Secretary
Geoff Reimche
(204) 803-7040

944guy@gmail.com

Past President
Tobias Theobald
1985944@mts.net

Treasurer
Darren Rebillard
drebilla@mymts.net

Webmaster
Mike Shaver
webmaster@redriverpca.org
WEBSITE ISSUES

President
Briget Sawatsky
brigetsawatsky@gmail.com
MEETINGS AND
ORGANIZATION OF THE CLUB

Moving Car
Mark Sawatsky

marksawatsky@gmail.com

Please feel free to join us earlier for refreshments before the meeting begins.

Club meetings:

Thursday May 10th
3rd Annual PCA Dyno Day at Walls Rod & Custom

Meeting in A&W parking lot at Petro Can truck stop on Highway #1 east 
at 5:30, leaving at 5:45 sharp

$80.00 for 3 pulls (No all wheel drive vehicles, sorry)

Sunday May 29th
Porsche Night at Pony Corral 
(Watch your email for further information)

Grant Park 


