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Porsche unveiled the Porsche Panamera GTS at the Los Angeles Auto Show. 
The Panamera GTS is the purest expression of a sports sedan in the Porsche 
family with a clear focus on performance.

The new Panamera GTS is based on the Panamera 4S and includes more 
power, upgraded brakes and a body lowered by ten millimeters with new, sportier 
chassis tuning coupled to air suspension and Porsche Active Suspension 
Management (PASM). These technical modifications make the Panamera 
model even more capable of cutting it on the race track without sacrificing 
practicality. The sportiest of all Panamera models also conveys this to occupants 
and the outside world by its striking sound. In terms of looks, the new Panamera 
GTS includes distinctive design features at the front, side and rear as well as 
black highlights. The interior is also tailored to its sporty personality with adaptive 
sports seats, SportDesign steering wheel with shift paddles and exclusive GTS 
leather interior with Alcantara surfaces.

The Panamera GTS is powered by a modified 4.8-liter naturally aspirated V8 
engine, delivering 430 hp at 6,700 rpm, increasing the output over the Panamera 
S/4S by 30 hp. The maximum torque also increases by comparison, from 369 to 
384 lb. ft. At the push of a button, thanks to the standard Sport Chrono package, 
the 7-speed Porsche Doppelkupplungsgetriebe (PDK) transmission transmits 
the engine output to the all-wheel drive system during gear changes without 
interruption to the power flow. This collaboration enables the Panamera GTS to 
sprint to 60 mph in 4.3 seconds, 
accelerating on to its top track speed 
of 178 mph.

The 0-60 figures and top speed only 
scratch the surface of the new 
Panamera GTS’s sporty character. 
Its chassis in particular makes it fit for 
the race track: the adaptive air 
suspension and Porsche Active 
Suspension Management (PASM) 
connect the chassis and body, 
constantly adapting to the driving 
challenges by regulating leveling 
settings, adjusting height, modifying 
the spring rate and electrically 
modulating the damping system. The 
body has been lowered by ten 
mil l imeters and the damping 
designed to be tauter, which helps 
agility and further reinforces the 
sporty personality of the Panamera 
GTS. Five millimeter wheel spacers 
between the wheel and the wheel 
hubs increase the rear axle track 
width, giving the Panamera even 
more stability. The required grip is 
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Continued on page 4

Dear Members, 

I hope everyone had a 
fantastic holiday season 
and wish you all a very 
prosperous 2012! A 
huge thank you to our 
2011 Board of Directors 
w h o  h a v e  h a d  a  
challenging year and 
have been a fantastic 
group to work with! We 

are welcoming two new members to the 
Board; Darren Rebillard will take on the 
Treasurer position from Yvonne Friesen and 
Waiyen Chu will assume the role of Vice 
President, previously held by Brian 
Hanson. A club can only be productive and 
successful through the help of valuable 
volunteers. There are also a number of 
appointed Chair positions that are still to be 
filled. You will be receiving an e-mail in the 
near future with more details and asking 
for  vo lunteers .  P lease cons ider  
volunteering, most roles only take a small 
amount of time and the reward of having a 
great club is shared by all!

Many members had the opportunity to 
meet Doug Pierce at the Holiday Banquet. 
Doug has been the PCA Zone 10 
representative for many years but has 
joined the PCA national staff in the position 
of National Escape Coordinator. Doug has 
been an invaluable resource for me 
personally and I am sure will be a great 
addition to the (small) PCA staff family! 
Thank you Doug!

As many of you know, Mark and I own and 
operate our own business. Recently we 
have undergone a great deal of staff 
restructuring resulting in a greater time 
commitment for us. I pledge to continue to 
do the best job for the region but 
understand that I may not be able to attend 
some meetings. In the event of my absence 
another member of the Board will chair the 
meetings. I thank you for your 
understanding.

Regards 

Briget Sawatsky
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Statements appearing in issues of “Red River 
Ramblings” are those of the authors and not 
necessarily those of the Red River Region or PCA. 
The Red River Region is not responsible for any 
services or merchandise advertised herein. The 
word “Porsche” is used herein solely to identify a 
make of automobile and does not indicate an 
affiliation or relationship with the manufacturer or 
distributors.
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Happy New Year! Doesn't it seem like it was 

just a couple of years ago when we were all so 

concerned about the Y2K scare? I can't 

believe that it was 12 years ago! It also seems 

like only yesterday that I was watching Top 

Gear and they had an episode that featured 

Porsches. I saw a 928 and I was hooked. For 

over a year all I dreamed about was owning a 

Porsche 928. I spent hours searching the 

internet for information 

about the 928. The more I 

learned about it, the more I 

desired owning one. I would 

check Ebay often to see 

what was available. Either 

the location, pr ice or 

condition of the car was a 

deterrent to making a 

purchase. Then, one day, there she was...on 

Kijiji. She was located in Calgary and for a 

price that I thought was very reasonable (so 

reasonable, that I assumed I'd have to tow her 

home). With my wife's blessing (actually 

insistence) I headed with a friend to Calgary 

to pick her up. A fine 50th birthday gift she 

was! The air conditioning didn't work and it 

was at least 30 degrees Celsius, but I didn't 

care. She was drivable and even the wind 

blowing through the window couldn't wipe the 

smile from my face! The 3 letters on the 

license plate spell "Eva", a find German 

name. I still can't believe that she's mine - all 

mine as my wife doesn't drive. I am fortunate 

enough to store her at my place of business 

so I get to see her every day. Time is going by 

so quickly...yet not quickly enough when 

you're waiting for spring to drive your dream. 

If you know, or see, someone with a Porsche, urge him or her to join our club.

CONTACT: Malcolm, Membership Chair   

Tel: 488-9622    E-mail: PorscheMB@aol.com

ESTABLISHED 1989

Ph: (204) 772-7733  •  Fax: (204) 772-8858  •  info@pressroomonline.ca



provided by standard 255/45 size 19-inch tires on the front axle 
and 285/40 on the rear axle. Optional 20-inch wheels are 
available with 255/40 tires on the front and 295/35 on the rear.

Deceleration on the sporty Panamera is provided by the braking 
system from the Panamera Turbo, which includes larger diameter 
front brake rotors than Panamera S/4S. Like all other Porsche 
models, the Panamera is available with the optional Porsche 
Ceramic Composite Brakes (PCCB), featuring brake calipers 
finished in yellow.

The sports car among Sports Sedans

The Panamera GTS is the purest member of the Porsche 
Panamera family. The heart of the new Panamera GTS is its 
upgraded 4.8-liter naturally aspirated V8 engine benefiting from 
numerous modifications to give it even better performance. 
Compared with the Panamera S/4S, these modifications result in 
a 30 hp increase in engine output and an increase in torque of 15 
lb. ft. to 384 lb. ft. at 3,500 rpm.

To achieve these enhancements, the engineers increased the 
speed at which the engine reaches peak power by 200 rpm; the 
GTS’s eight-cylinder engine achieves maximum output at 6,700 
rpm. Redline was extended by 400 rpm to 7,100 rpm. The higher 
engine speed capabilities are enabled by modified valve springs, 
ensuring that the valves open and shut precisely in all 
circumstances.

In addition to the increase in redline; the engine in the Panamera 
GTS employs a higher-flow air intake system. At low speeds, flaps 
close each of the two air intake openings. At engine speeds above 
3,500 rpm, both flaps open and allow additional air flow into the 
inlet duct. In order to be able to handle the increased flow of 
combustion air, two new camshafts with a one millimeter increase 
in lift control the intake valves. As a result, especially at higher 
revs, the engine draws in more air and, with it, the engine makes 
more power.

Hearing performance: Sound Symposer 
transmits intake noises

At the push of the Sport button, driver and passengers can hear 
the GTS engine “breathing” even more than usual as a ‘Sound 
Symposer’ directs the intake sounds into the interior. This is 
accomplished with the addition of an acoustic channel, which 
picks up the intake vibrations between the throttle valve and air 
filter. The acoustic channel incorporates a membrane that 
transmits the vibrations as an engine sound into the A-pillar. A 
controllable valve located in front of the membrane enables the 

Sound Symposer to be activated or deactivated by 
means of the Sport button.

Exhaust gases exit the Panamera GTS through a 
standard sport exhaust system. This exhaust comes 
with larger diameter pipes to reduce back pressure and 
black exhaust tips. This too, is another building block 
toward increased power output, and one which adds 
additional aural excitement: the sport exhaust system 
features two tuning flaps, which expose additional 
exhaust openings, thereby emitting an even more 
powerful sound. The flaps are controlled by a switch in 
the center console, which features a “last mode” 
function that remembers the last setting when the 
engine is restarted.

The control of the GTS engine is handled by modified 
and upgraded engine controls. The new system has 
been tuned for improved torque and responsiveness. 
The modified engine management system also 
enables a brief shutoff of individual cylinders when 
changing gears, allowing the engine speed to adjust 
even faster to the transmission speed. This further 
reduces gear change times and is accompanied a 

short, sharp report from the exhaust system, particularly audible 
when downshifting in Sport mode.

Sport Chrono Plus Package
for individual sportiness

The Panamera GTS comes standard with the Sport Chrono 
package, which in addition to Normal and Sport modes offers a 
Sport Plus program as well. Specific characteristics of the 
Panamera GTS are further accentuated depending on which mode 
is selected: for example, activating Sport Plus mode enhances 
gear-shift parameters and throttle response and includes Launch 
Control for faster off-the-line acceleration.

Moreover, in Sport Plus mode the Porsche Stability Management 
(PSM) stabilization system intervenes later. The Sport Plus mode 
offers even greater agility with the PSM deactivated. For safety’s 
sake however it remains on permanent standby in the background, 
intervening automatically if both front wheels are in the ABS control 
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range. In addition, the adaptive air suspension 
lowers the vehicle to the low setting and switches 
to a harder spring rate. The rear spoiler angle of 
attack also changes to the performance-oriented 
setting.

Options for even greater 
driving dynamics:

PDCC and PTV Plus

Porsche Dynamic Chassis Control (PDCC) is the 
final level of development of the Panamera GTS 
chassis, paired with an electronically controlled 
rear axle differential lock and PTV Plus. PDCC 
prevents the body from rolling by using active 
stabilizers on the front and rear axle to apply a 
counteracting force.

PDCC is further enhanced by Porsche Torque 
Vectoring Plus (PTV Plus). The system works by 
varying the torque distribution to the rear wheels 
and by employing an electronically regulated rear 
differential lock, optimizing steering behavior. 
Braking interventions applied to the inside rear wheel generate an 
additional rotational pulse in the direction in which the steering 
wheel has been turned. This results in a direct and dynamic steering 
action as the car enters the curve.

PTV Plus improves steering behavior and precision by modulating 
braking interventions to the rear wheels when the car is being driven 
in a highly dynamic way. When entering a corner, braking force is 
applied to the inside rear wheel as the steering maneuver begins. 
This imparts greater drive torque to the outside rear wheel and 
improves the car’s agility.

Panamera GTS aerodynamics package

The aerodynamics of the Panamera GTS are on par with the 
Panamera Turbo: with its large air intake openings, the standard 
front fascia from the Panamera’s SportDesign package emphasizes 
the vehicle’s sporty dynamics and ensures an optimal air supply for 

the larger air filters unique to the GTS. This is matched in the rear 
section by fitting the adaptively deploying four-way rear spoiler from 
the Panamera Turbo. At speeds of 125 mph and above, it positions 
itself to generate downforce on the rear axle, thereby ensuring 
stable driving safety at high speeds.

Exterior: Sporty at first glance

The exterior features a high-gloss black exterior package as 
standard, comprised of side window trim, decorative trim on the rear 
lid, the headlight washer unit cover, the rear diffuser and the side air 
outlet panels. Together with the black front fascia grills, black side 
skirts, black lower rear fascia the sport exhaust system’s matte 
black tailpipes, the resulting appearance is striking.

A further point of differentiation: Bi-Xenon headlights with black 
inner bezels. They feature four LED daytime running lights. 
Optional paintwork in Carmine Red, available exclusively for the 
Panamera GTS, emphasizes the vehicle’s sportiness and provides 
an ideal contrast with the black exterior accessories.

Interior: Acceleration display,
unique appointments

The Panamera GTS includes a lateral and longitudinal acceleration 
display. The multi-function display in the instrument cluster and the 
Porsche Communication Management (PCM) system informs the 
driver about the instantaneous acceleration.

The Panamera GTS’s interior includes leather and Alcantara 
trimmed seats in a choice of five colors. The standard adaptive 18-
way adjustable sport seats feature Alcantara center panels. 
Alcantara trim is also used on the upper sections of the door 
armrests and front center console armrest, as well as the roofliner. 
The SportDesign steering wheel with shift paddles and a twelve 
hour marking on the steering wheel combines dynamic looks with 
sporty functionality. This steering wheel can also be clad with black 
Alcantara if so desired. To ensure clear differentiation, the front 
brushed aluminum door entry guards are adorned with “Panamera 
GTS” lettering. “GTS” lettering is also found in the instrument 
cluster and on the embroidered headrests.

Porsche has put together two special optional interior equipment 
packages for the Panamera GTS. These packages marry a black 
interior with decorative stitching on the seats, foot mats, dashboard, 
door panels, center console armrest and doors, executed in 
Carmine Red or GT silver. Embroidered “GTS” lettering on the 
headrests and safety belts is also in the corresponding color.

Courtesy, Porsche Cars North America

5



ATLANTA, December 6, 2011 - The 2012 Porsche 
Boxster and Cayman are once again listed on Car and 
Driver Magazine's 10Best cars sold in America. This year 
marks the 11th time in 13 years that either a Porsche 
Boxster or Cayman model has been named to this 
coveted list.

“As in years past, the cars on this year’s list represent the 
best overall vehicles on the market today,” said Eddie 
Alterman, editor-in-chief, Car and Driver. “Out of 68 
contenders, these are the ones that consistently perform 
the best, are a good value and are engaging, fun-to-drive 
vehicles.”

“We’re again extremely pleased to be named to the 
10Best list,” stated Detlev von Platen, President and 
CEO of Porsche Cars North America. “Perennially 
making this list reiterates that our mid-engine cars 
continue to provide exceptional ride and handling that 
rewards passionate drivers.”

Car and Driver's 10Best list is compiled every year by the 
editorial staff based on a car's quality, performance, 
value and driver satisfaction. The winners were chosen 
out of 60 contenders, all priced under $80,000.

Courtesy, Porsche Cars North America

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jg4m1EGZO2k

This is a “must see”, as are all the other videos of the 
“Goodwood Festival of Speed 2011” available on YouTube. 
Also, for the car and airplane nuts out there, check out the 
videos of the  “Goodwood Revival 2011”
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Next-generation open-air 

911 launches next spring, 

silhouette matches coupe
ATLANTA - November 22, 2011 - Porsche is introducing 
two new cabriolet versions of the recently unveiled 
seventh-generation 911 Carrera. These new models, the 
911 Carrera Cabriolet and 911 Carrera S Cabriolet, will go 
on sale in the United States in the spring of 2012.

Like the coupe, the 2012 911 Carrera cabriolet features 
innovative aluminum-steel construction with the addition of 
an all-new convertible top design, which preserves the 
typically sleek 911 coupe roof line. Intelligent lightweight 
design that includes extensive use of aluminum, 
magnesium and advanced high strength steel ensures 
lower vehicle mass and lower fuel consumption awhile 
offering improved driving dynamics and additional comfort. 
As with the 911 coupe models, the new Porsche open-top 
models are significantly lighter than their predecessors.

The new 911 Carrera cabriolet can accelerate from 0-60 in 
as little as 4.4 seconds and achieve a top-track-speed of 
177 mph, while the 911 Carrera S cabriolet can reach 60 
mph in as little as 4.1 seconds and has a top-track-speed of 
187 mph.

Each of the two new cabriolets uses the same engine as 
their coupe equivalents. The rear of the 911 Carrera 
houses a 3.4 liter boxer six-cylinder engine with direct fuel 
injection (DFI) generating 350 horsepower (hp), driving the 

rear wheels through a standard seven-speed manual 
transmission or an optional PDK dual-clutch automated 
manual transmission. The open-top Carrera S comes with 
a 3.8- liter boxer six-cylinder DFI engine developing 400 
hp. The open-top 911s are significantly more efficient than 
their predecessors; both models consume less than 10 
L/100 km on the New European Driving Cycle (NEDC). 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) figures will 
be available closer to the on-sale date.

With the longer wheelbase, wider front track and host of 
new features just introduced on the 911 Carrera and 
Carrera S models, the new cabriolet variants offer sportier 
driving characteristics, greater precision and agility and 
increased efficiency.

On sale in the spring of 2012, the 911 Carrera Cabriolet 
MSRP is $93,700, while the 911 Carrera S Cabriolet MSRP 
begins at $108,000.

Courtesy, Porsche Cars North America
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Our 12th Annual Holiday Dinner was held on December 10th at the Star 
Conservatory Restaurant located in Assiniboine Park. About 50 
members/affiliates were in attendance to enjoy the atmosphere and good 
company. An email of the menu selections was sent to members prior to the 
event to help ensure that everyone received their meal in a timely manner.

President Briget Sawatsky was a lovely and gracious host. On behalf of the 
Board and the membership, Briget thanked departing Board members Yvonne 
Friesen and Brian Hansen for their service to the membership and welcomed 
Darren Rebillard as our new Treasurer and Waiyen Chu as our new Vice 
President.

Brian Hansen held his annual wine raffle with proceeds of over $300 going to 
the Christmas Cheer Board. The winner was Darren Hinchcliffe of Auto Haus 

Porsche.

This year’s recipient of the ‘Outstanding 
Contribution’ award was a much-deserving 
Malcolm Hinds for his tireless efforts in recruiting 
new members, hosting the annual pool party and 
contributing his time to our region in many ways. 
An appreciation award was presented to Doug 
Pierce who has left the position of Zone 10 
Representative as of December 31st, and has 
been appointed to the newly created position of 
PCA National Escape Coordinator. We very much 
enjoyed Doug’s presence at our Holiday Dinners.

Bruce Tate thanked the Board, especially Briget 
and Mark Sawatsky, on behalf of the membership, 
for their commendable efforts in planning several 
events this past year, including several dinner 
drives during the summer and fall.

Several tickets were drawn for prizes with some 
members winning more than one prize. During the 
dinner, Briget announced that the club was giving 
a gift certificate for $35.00 toward the cost of every 
member’s dinner. A nice surprise to top off the 
evening!

  

Doug Pierce presented with an
appreciation award by Briget Sawatsky
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Briget Sawatsky presents 
with The Outstanding Contribution Award.

Malcolm Hinds

Bruce Tait thanks the Board
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As of December 31 my appointment as your PCA Zone 10 

Representative ended. Much to my enjoyment, I have spent 

the last 5 years working with the leadership and members of 

the 10 Regions of Zone 10 as we have negotiated the twists 

and turns of a major volunteer organization.  I feel we have 

accomplished a lot on the road to making PCA a better 

organization and of better service to the membership.  Most 

times it's been easy, sometimes not so much, however, at 

the end of the day I think the Club is better for the effort all 

involved have exerted.

I would like to personally thank each and every Zone 10 

member that I have met at your Region events, Parade, or 

wherever we have come together for your hospitality and 

friendship.  I have met many more PCA members in the last 

5 years than I can possibly remember, but have always 

enjoyed the pleasure.

I will not be fading away completely.  This last May I was 

appointed by the PCA Executive Council to the newly 

created position of PCA National Escape Coordinator, 

Escape being the “other” national event.  Escape has 

grown tremendously over the past several years and I have 

been charged with the task of bringing some continuity to 

the process, assisting the hosting Region or Regions in 

bringing forward a successful event, and collecting 

historical materials and data for record and use by future 

Regions in developing an efficient Escape strategy.  I am 

looking forward to the new challenges.  I guess my 

philosophy concerning being a member of any organization 

has always been; If you're a member, get involved, do 

something other than just go along for the ride.

My recently appointed successor to the PCA Zone 10 

Representative position is Ms. Kim Fritze of the Nord Stern 

Region.  I am sure she will be able to step into the position 

easily and will probably make improvements along her way.  

Please afford Kim the same level of courtesy you have 

shown me over my term as your Zone Rep.

Thanks again, and I hope to see you again at another PCA 

function in the future, maybe even an Escape.

Doug Pierce

PCA Zone 10 Representative 2007 – 2011

PCA National Escape Coordinator

The Rolex 24 at Daytona will be celebrating its 50th anniversary in 
2012 and the PCA Corral will join in the celebration with 
enhancements for the memorable race weekend. 

New features for the PCA Corral:

• Enhanced hospitality tent and amenities

• A presentation by former winners of the race - Tony Martin and 
Graham Duxbury. The drivers will visit the PCA Corral on 
Saturday, January 28 – look for the time on a future update. Tony 
and Graham were teammates on the winning team in 1984, 
driving the March-Porsche 83G. This car is also confirmed to be 
part of the 50 Years of Champions display.

• A raffle for two hot pit tours during the race – must be present to 
win

• A raffle for two hot lap opportunities prior to the race – must be 
present to win

The Corral will open on Friday, January 27, in the afternoon and will 
remain open on Saturday and Sunday, January 28 and 29. The 
hospitality tent will be open on Friday afternoon and during the day 
on Saturday and Sunday.

Admission to the PCA Corral is free and open to PCA members and 
Porsche owners driving a Porsche - on a first come, first served 
basis. Members and owners are welcome to walk in if not driving a 
Porsche.

The Daytona Speedway has a special Rolex 24 weekend ticket 
offer that can be purchased ONLINE AT 

DAYTONAINTERNATIONALSPEEDWAY.COM/SPEEDINSIDER 

OR CALL 1-800-PITSHOP

Camping and “For Sale” signs are not allowed in the Corral. The 
Corral will have around the clock security.

The PCA Corral at Daytona is hosted by seven PCA regions from 
Zone 12 and one from Zone 3.  

We look forward to seeing you at Daytona!

The PCA Corral Team



Recycle your unwanted Porsche magazines, 
books, manuals, CDs & DVDs by donating them

 to the Red River Region Library. Contact
Lloyd Richardson at LRichardson@towereng.ca

Not very long ago, I was asked the question “What was your first German-made 
car?”

To which I replied, “A rather pretty, yellow 1974 BMW 2002”. But then I got to 
thinking and no, I had one from a much earlier time and still own it today – a circa 
1950 Distler 3150 roadster, made in “U.S. Zone, Germany”. The tin toy 3150 is 
often known as the Distler BMW Wanderer. It has a clockwork motor, a 3-speed 
transmission plus reverse, rack and pinion steering, rubber tires, and enough 
chrome to please a present-day “bling meister”. In near mint shape (unfortunately, 
the pot metal steering wheel decided to return to its constituent elements and 
crumbled to dust within the last decade), the 3150 is probably worth around 
$125.00 or so in the current market.

As the accompanying photos will show, the Distler 3150 is a pressed - tin toy car 
and a remarkably finely-crafted one at that. The quality is all the more amazing, 
given the state of Germany so soon after WW II. But then, Germany had been the 
pre-eminent source of quality tin toys since the late 1800’s, so perhaps the return to 
temporary tin glory was not so amazing after all.

The history of tin toys is quite interesting. Tin toys originated in and around 
Nuremburg, their creation and development arising as an off-shoot of the pewter 
ware manufacturing industry centred in that part of Germany. The toys were 
simplistic and cheap in the beginning, but rapidly developed in both complexity and 
excellence. By the 1920’s and through the years until WW II, German tin toys, 
whether trains, automobiles and trucks, airplanes, ships, or military vehicles, etc., 
were the best in the world. So strongly did the German tin toy industry corner the 
market, companies had to be created in the UK, the USA and Japan, in order to 
restore some market share to local industry. A prime example from the USA with 
which readers may be familiar is the (Louis B.) Marx Toy Company, and from 
England, the Meccano Company, which made a range of tin toys, in addition to the 
notable construction sets.

Distler (established in 1895) was but one of many famous German tin toy makers; 
others included Shuco, Bing, Lehmann, Marklin, Levy, Fleischmann, Tipp, and 
Gunthermann.

Tin toys, including cars, trucks, etc., had a major market presence until the mid-
1950’s but their share of sales began to wane thereafter, as more durable, pressed 
steel (Buddy L and Tonka) toys and even more life-like die-cast metal and moulded 
plastic models of vehicles came available. Today, pressed and lithographed tin 
toys are mostly relics from the past, the stuff of garage sales and E-Bay. 
Nonetheless, a few new production tin cars can be seen from time to time, selling in 
Car and Driver magazine or yes, even in the accessory case of your local Porsche 
dealer’s showroom.

Speaking of tin toy Porsches, if you happen to have a nice example of a circa 1960 
Porsche 356 by Distler, the one with an early electro-mechanical remote control, 
count yourself lucky – these little babies sell for $1,100.00 or more in today’s 
market.

Written by RRR-PCA member, Brian Hanson
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LOS ANGELES - November 16, 2011 - Porsche Cars North America 
(PCNA) today announced it will build a second new Porsche 
Experience Center in North America, in Carson, California. The 
purpose-built 53-acre facility and road handling course will be one of 
only five such sites in the world, including the original Porsche 
Experience Center at the legendary Silverstone Circuit in Great 
Britain and Centers in Leipzig, Germany and Shanghai, China. In 
May, Porsche announced North America's first Porsche Experience 
Center, to be built as part of the company's new U.S. headquarters 
complex in Atlanta, Georgia.

The new West Coast location will be situated near the intersection of 
two major Los Angeles area traffic arteries, the 405 and 110 
Freeways, and is just minutes from Los Angeles International Airport 
(LAX). Southern California is one of the largest Porsche markets in 
the United States. Groundbreaking is anticipated for summer 2012.

“Helping enthusiasts feel and connect with their vehicle’s full 
potential through intelligent engineering has always been a part of 
the Porsche philosophy,” said Detlev von Platen, President and 
CEO of Porsche Cars North America. “Now, we are excited to turn 
dreams into reality for all driving enthusiasts by creating a safe, 
exhilarating environment for experiencing the pleasure of being in 
the driver’s seat.”

Given the Porsche Experience Center's extensive lineup of facilities 
and programs, finding the perfect mix of education and enjoyment 
won't be difficult, no matter the individual's skill or interest level. The 
centerpiece of the complex will be a world-class test track and 
handling course, including areas where special surfaces replicate 
rain, ice, and snow conditions. These training sections include the 
Ice Hill, where a steep slope, computer-controlled water jets, and a 
low-friction surface will challenge even the most experienced 
drivers and help them improve their real-world skills. A special off-
road area will combine 45-degree declines and ascents - ideal 
terrain for unleashing a Porsche Cayenne.

Driving enthusiasts can sign up for sessions with highly trained 
Porsche driving consultants, while new drivers can enroll in 
programs that teach technique for navigating today's challenging 
roadways. The Porsche Driving Experience isn't just for adults - 
special programs for kids will ensure that even young enthusiasts 
get an early start in the art of automobile appreciation. Facilities, 
including track access, dining and conference spaces, will also be 
open to car clubs, corporate clients, and other special groups.

In addition to vehicle-based activities, the Porsche Experience 
Center will also offer programs focused on maximizing personal 
fitness, wellness, and athletic performance through its Porsche 
Human Performance Center. This unique facility will feature a 
leading sports science laboratory and training programs, 
incorporating the latest techniques used in preparing Porsche race 
car drivers. Whether an individual's competition vehicle of choice 
has four wheels or two - or consists of one's own legs - the Porsche 
Human Performance Center offers customized experiences 
ranging from heat acclimation training and hydration strategies to 
individual wellness assessments.

Millions of residents and visitors will have easy access to the 
Porsche Experience Center: at LAX alone, over 59 million travelers 
passed through the airport in 2010. Another 15 million consumers 
reside within a 50-mile radius from the facility, and even more are 
based within a few hours travel time by car, including Orange and 
San Diego counties, California and major markets to the North.

“Our mission is to help everyone who loves automobiles and car 
culture to experience the pure joy, the art, and the science of 
driving,” said James Taylor, general manager, Porsche Experience 
Center. “Whether you want to experience the latest Porsche models 
like the new seventh-generation Porsche 911, upgrade your 
personal performance as a racer or athlete, or host a car club event 
or a product launch, we look forward to working with customers to 
create a memorable program.”
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The Porsche Experience Center will not just be for those who drive the track. The 
facility is designed for the whole family, offering a Porsche Café and gift shop 
along with plenty of trackside viewing areas. Additional fine dining facilities will be available for business meetings and events.

The Carson, California Porsche Experience Center will be designed by several of the world's leading architectural partners. Atlanta-based 
design firm Cooper Carry has been charged with creating the buildings' eco-friendly footprints and structures, while two of the leading test 
track architects and engineers in the world, Giffels/IBI and Tilke Engineering, are designing the driving facilities.

Main Entry

Rear Entry

Courtesy, Porsche Cars North America

Set your PVR of recorder to SPEED channel at 12:00 noon and 1:00 p.m. this Friday the 
6th of January. You will not be disappointed. At noon is the “Goodwood Festival of 
Speed” and at 1:00 is the “ Goodwood Revival” If you’re a car nut, these two programs are 
a MUST see.

This image is from the Goodwood 
Revival and features vintage race 
cars restored to their original race 
condition. It was announced the 
grid value was well over £100M.  
Nevertheless, they were raced like 
there was a world championship on 
the line.

This image also from the 
Goodwood Revival and features 
a WWII vintage Spitfire in RCAF 
colours with “City of Winnipeg” 
stencilled on the side. No less 
than 10 flying Spitfires and 
numerous other vintage aircraft 
put on a fabulous display at 
Goodwood.
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2011 prices, and actual costs could vary somewhat until we might 
“lock-in” our trip and pay deposits, etc. We are exploring the 
possibility of car rentals for those days with” free” , i.e., unscheduled 
hours, should anyone wish to do so.

Cheque or cash payment accepted. A 4% surcharge will be levied 
for purchase by credit card (due to travel agency having to pay extra 
charges for transactions in Euros).

Deposit of $600.00 Cdn will reserve a seat.

Final payment due 60 days prior to scheduled departure.

Cancellation insurance and health insurance are not included but 
strongly recommended. These two insurance costs will add roughly 
$500.00 to price of trip (actual costs will depend upon individual 
factors, such as age of passenger, etc.) Insurance can be arranged 
through the travel agency or on-line at providers, such as RBC 
Insurance.

It is possible for a few trip participants to extend their European stay, 
and the return fare might be adjusted up or down, depending upon 
chosen point of return departure. However, airline group rates 
apparently require that at least 10 of our participants would return 
as scheduled on the 16th September.

As a point of comparison, the Treffen tour advertised in magazines 
would cost almost double, by the time airfare, taxes, and US – Cdn 
exchange are factored in. The Treffen tour does include 2-days 
Porsche rental.

An Air Canada tour, called “Premium Cars of Southern Germany”, 9 
days (7 on the ground) with 5 – day car rental  costs $7,000.00 with 
a Toronto departure / return.

So, you can see that our proposed trip is very price competitive.

Renting a car (usually the car of interest is a Porsche, not 
surprisingly) for one of the "free time" days on the proposed trip. 
Here are the details I've been able to obtain:

Car - Porsche 911 cabriolet
Rental location - Stuttgart Central Station
Rental "day" - 9:00AM to 6:00PM
Cost - 280,00 euros or about $400.00 Cdn per "day”

Rental conditions and terms:
1. person renting car must be at least 25 yrs. old
2. must have had a valid driver's licence for at least 3 yrs. and 

an international endorsement is recommended
3. must show 2 credit cards, one of which must be Amex or 

Diners' Club
4. price includes 200 km and insurance (deductible of 1500,00 

euros)

Note: there will be one driver of record on rental agreement and on 
insurance. Given that this is a European rental and a high-end car, it 
may be very difficult to have multiple drivers on the contract (and 
thus covered by insurance). Without seeing an actual contract, I 
cannot say one way or the other. If I can tease out further specifics, I 
will. However, unless or until more info comes available, don't count 
on splitting a Porsche rental and having a shared driving 
experience.

This trip is open to all Red River PCA members, 
family and friends. If you are seriously interested 
in participating in the September 2012 Germany 
trip (or would like more information) contact 
Brian Hanson at: brian_hanson@mymts.net

Cost based on 15 paying passengers:

$4,199.00 Cdn per person, double occupancy

$5,599.00 Cdn based on single occupancy

Sept.7   - depart Winnipeg for Munich, via Toronto with Air 
Canada and / or Lufthansa

Sept.8   - arrive Munich; pick-up by English-speaking local guide 
transfer to hotel, Le Meridian (4*) for 2 nights check-in 
and short break

- go to BMW World & Museum for 1.5 hr. guided tour
- transfer back to hotel; evening free

Sept.9 - breakfast 
- free day (or at option of group, a tour of Munich and 

vicinity can be arranged)

Sept.10 - breakfast and check-out
- transfer from Munich to Stuttgart (2.5 – 3 hrs.)
- check-in to Hotel Maritim Stuttgart (4*) for 3 nights
- guided tour of city from 3 -5 PM
- evening free

Sept.11 - breakfast 
- morning free
- 11:30 AM, transfer to vineyard at Bad Canstatt for 

wine tasting (5 selections) and light luncheon of 
sausages, cheeses and bread.

- 1:30 PM, transfer to Mercedes Museum for guided 
tour, 3 – 4 PM

- 6:00 PM, transfer back to hotel
- evening free

Sept.12 - breakfast 
- 9:30 AM, transfer to Porsche Museum
- 10:30 AM, guided tour
- 12:30 PM, transfer back to hotel
- balance of afternoon and evening free

Sept.13  - breakfast and check-out
- transfer to Ingolstadt
- afternoon guided tour of city
- 3:00 PM, check-in to Alstadthotel (3*, renovated 2010)
- evening free

Sept.14 - breakfast and check-out
- morning visit to Audi Forum, Ingolstadt
- afternoon transfer back to Munich
- check-in again at Le Meridian hotel
- evening free

Sept.15 - breakfast
- free day (or at option of group, a tour of the Technical 
- and Transportation Museum)           

Sept.16 - breakfast and check-out 
- transfer to airport 
- depart Munich for Winnipeg, via Toronto with Air 

Canada and / or Lufthansa
- arrive same calendar day

PCA-RRR Trip to Germany, September 2012, initial proposal

Prices include airfare Winnipeg – Munich – Winnipeg, 
accommodations, guides, transfers by dedicated mini-bus, tours as 
specified (optional tours would be extra cost), entry fees to 
automotive museums, wine tasting and associated luncheon, all 
breakfasts,  all airport fees / charges and approx. taxes. These are 
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To place an ad, contact newsletter@redriverpca.org 

AUTOS FOR SALE

PORSCHE Wind Jacket, purchased new in 1995. 
Never worn - Large  

1981, 911SC for sale. 3L air cooled. Immaculate condition inside and out. 
This car is in show room condition. must be seen to be appreciated. All 
service records. Too many features to list.  $30,000 

Call Karl - 889-7302

For sale -  Set of winter tires. Dunlop 2- 205/50/17 & 2- 255/40/17 - Porsche 
sizes. Lots of tread left - these worked great last winter. Driving the Boxster in 
the winter was great fun - $400.     Also have black sheepskin seat covers for 
a Boxster - $150   Dave Wilton    email - boreal.owl@hotmail.com

1979 Porsche 924. I have owned 
it for 10 years. It has just rolled over 
100,000 miles. I have done some 
motor and body work. 5 speed 
manual trans, removable roof 
panel, good tires, reasonable 
condition. Contact: Andy Aitken, 
807-937-6894 (H) or 807-221-
9199 (C) abaitken@gmail.com 

"Porsche Design" CARRERA GT Radio Control (1:12 scale)
This is the real deal from Porsche originally available as a dealer only 
order. The best part of all is how this model operates like the real 
super-car. Yes, the REAR SPOILER automatically extends as speed 
increases. And of course the roof comes off, again, like the real GT.
Features:
1. High-speed go, stop, reverse & turn
2. Highly detailed interior
3. Detachable roof
4. Rear spoiler extends at high speed
Comes NEW in original box with all 
batteries and charger. Very collectible; 
very rare... $299. Kevin at: 
PORSCHECLUB@MAC.COM
or 254-5178

Porsche Autobahn Polizei 4-Car Collection
Made in Germany (Limited Edition 5,000 worldwide). FOUR German 
Police Interceptors ALL for one price. Each one Brand NEW in the 
original box. Collectible 1:43 scale 
size. Packaged as a set.
356C Cabrio (1965), 914/4 (1971), 
911T 2.4 (1972), 911 Carrera 3.6 
(1996) Get the historic collection of 
Porsche Autobahn Police cars. 
Request to see photos of all the cars. 
$299. Call Kevin at 254-5178 or 
PORSCHECLUB@MAC.COM

Porsche CARRERA GT Radio Control (Gigantic 1:10 Scale)
LARGEST SCALE CARRERA GT Radio Control model in existence. 

Working lights and authentic 
sounds. Guards Red with Chrome 
one-piece wheels. Rechargeable 
battery and battery pak included. 
Ready to drive out of the box. 
BRAND NEW. Never removed 
from original box. Long since 
discontinued. Only $99. Kevin at 
PORSCHECLUB@MAC.COM or 
254-5178.

2005 Porsche Carrera S Cabriolet (1:18 scale) 
Model 997 in Metallic Blue on black with the red "PORSCHE" labeled 
calipers. This is a nice BRAND NEW 
model in the original display box with 
European style plates. All original 
factory bands are in place securing 
doors, hood and trunk lid. Not many can 
have the real thing but this model in this 
color as a Cabrio was a limited 
production series and therefore makes 
a great collectible for any Porsche 
enthusiast. $49. Call Kevin at 254-5178 
or PORSCHECLUB@MAC.COM

1948 Porsche No. 1 356—Gmund, Austria 
1:18 scale die-cast collectible. Period correct chrome cap wheels. 
Period correct silver with red seats. Period correct split windscreen. 
Detailed Instrument gauges. Detailed Porsche crest steering wheel. 

Workable steering & suspension. 
Brand New in original display box. 
Very hard to come by model 
beautifully detailed right down to 
the rims. A nice example of 
Porsche history for the iconic 
collector. 
$250. Kevin at 
PORSCHECLUB@MAC.COM
or 254-5178. 

PARTS & ACCESSORIES

PORSCHE Jacket  Bomber 
style. Leather sleeves. Like 
new.    

Corvette 50th 
Anniversary Jacket
All leather. Never worn. 
Medium

Nascar all leather jacket 
#24 Jeff Gordon, Dupont, 
Hendrick Motorsports. 
Embroidered logos. Never 
worn. Medium 

Checkered Flag 
Corvette all leather 
jacket. Never worn. 
Medium. 

If you are interested in purchasing any of 
the jackets listed here, please contact Karl  
for prices at 889-7302



If you have an article and or photos you would like to submit for publication in Red River Ramblings,
please contact Ray L’Arrivee, Editor at newsletter@redriverpca.org

For questions about any event in this calendar, please email events@redriverpca.org

As you plan a vacation or a business trip, look for a local PCA event there before you leave.
IT IS ALL THE SAME CLUB; FEEL FREE TO SAY HI & JOIN IN

SEE THE PCA WEBS ANY
CONTACT INFORMATION ON ANY OUT OF  TOWN PCA EVENT www.pca.org

ITE FOR   EVENTS FURTHER AFIELD

Club meetings:
(Pony Corral Pier 7 - 1700 Pembina Hwy)

7:00 p.m. Wed., Feb. 1st, 2012

(Pony Corral Pier 7 - 1700 Pembina Hwy)
7:00 p.m. Wed., Mar. 7th, 2012

Please feel free to join us earlier for or refreshments before the meeting begins.

Upcoming events will also 
be posted on our region 
website - redriverpca.org
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LRichardson@towereng.ca

Kimberly Fritze 612-275-4891
kimfritze@aol.com
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Webmaster
Mike Shaver
webmaster@redriverpca.org
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President
Briget Sawatsky
brigetsawatsky@gmail.com
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ORGANIZATION OF THE CLUB

Moving Car
Mark Sawatsky

marksawatsky@gmail.com


