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Photo by Juliette L'Arrivee

Congratulations
Briget Sawatsky

SCCA Solo Nationals Champion
See page 11



By the late 1950s it was obvious to Porsche that the Type 356, the 
company’s sole product line since its inception in 1948, needed to be 
updated, but replacing it, while necessary, was perilous. Who knew that 
the eventual replacement for the venerable 356, the 911, would 
surpass its predecessor in sales, longevity and glory? Or that it would 
be so fanatically cherished by its owners that Porsche hasn't been able 
to replace it.

And, with Porsche Motorsport concentrating on its early prototype 
development for Le Mans and elsewhere, there wasn’t much initial 
effort by the factory for racing the 911. By the late 1960’s however, 
interest in competing with the new car grew and it went on to become 
the most successful race car in history, and the 911 story isn’t over yet. 
Five significant 911 racing models are on display this weekend at 
Pebble Beach, and will be located on Peter Hay Hill starting Thursday, 
August 18.

This display on Peter Hay Hill will 
feature several historic 911 race 
cars, including the 1979 935 from 
the Brumos Collection, believed 
to be the last remaining 
unmodified 935 in existence, as 
well as the 911 S that carried 
Hurley Haywood to 10 Camel GT 
race wins and his first IMSA 
championship in 1972. Other cars 
to be on display include a 2011 
911 GT3 Cup Car from the 
Porsche Sport Driving School, the 
Gunnar  Rac ing  911  GT1 
fashioned after the car that won 
Le Mans overall in 1998 as well as 
the 2011 911 GT3 RS 4.0, shown 
publically for the first time on US 
soil.

It wasn’t too long after the 911 
went into production, however, 
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Dear Members,

What a great summer we 
have had!  There are so many 
exciting things going on to 
share with you.  

First I would like to announce 
tha t  ou r  membersh ip  
numbers have skyrocketed 
to  ove r  150  p r imary  
members, nearly a 50% 
increase over 2010.  This 
growth could not be possible 
without the help of our 

members who recruit other Porsche owners and the 
amazing commitment of our membership director 
Malcolm Hinds!   Let's keep up the good work as we 
are still in the running for the “factored growth” 
award through PCA!  If you know someone who 
owns a Porsche let them know about our club and 
all the great benefits including Panorama and the 
dealership discount!  Recently I gifted a friend a 
membership for their birthday, and they loved it!

Looking back at our summer to date I am very 
proud of the direction our club has gone.  Not only 
have we been growing by leaps and bounds but we 
our members have become more engaged in our 
club activities.  Our moving car events chair (my 
husband Mark) and I have worked hard to offer our 
members a wider variety of events than ever 
before.  I think there was something for just about 
everyone this year!  Many of our new members 
have come out to general meetings (we may need 
to consider a larger location for meetings!) and to 
some of our summer events like the dinner cruises.  
The dinner cruises have become my personal 
favorite events!  Mark and I are considering holding 
one last “fall fling” cruise before the end of the 
summer so watch your e-mail announcements. 

Another exciting event happening this summer is 
the Tire Rack SCCA Solo Nationals.  From August 
30 – September 2 I will be participating in this 
event.  In 2009 and 2010 I competed in our 2004 
Porsche Boxster but at a recent event our 
transmission failed putting me on a search for 
another suitable ride.  I was very fortunate to have 
over 15 offers from other competitors to use their 
cars so I had a huge decision to make.  
Unfortunately, no offers were in a Porsche.  I did 
however have offers in a Ford Mustang, BMW 325i, 
Chevy Camaro and Corvette and multiple 
“modified” cars.  One of the offers was to run a 
LeGrand MK18 in the B Modified Ladies Class (the 
open class seats were already taken).  The LeGrand 
is unlike anything I have ever driven.  It is a former 
SCCA Sports Racer and is an aero class car, 
meaning that, like a formula 1 car – the faster you 
GO around the track, the faster you CAN GO around 
due to the down-force created by the front and rear 
wings.  I'll be writing an article for the next 
newsletter chronicling my experience so let's hope I 
can announce my win!

Briget Sawatsky

President's Column . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Reluctant Race . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Editor's Column . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Membership Report . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Corvette vs Cayman. . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Porsche Night at the Pony . . . . . . . . . 5

2012  911 Carrera . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Pool Party . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

Understanding VIN # . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

Canadian Bullrun . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

Cruise to Rembrandt’s . . . . . . . . . . 10

SCCA Solo Nationals Experience. . . 11

Le Mans 2014 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

RRR Coming Events. . . . . . . . . . . . 14

Classifieds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

Contacts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

Porsche 911
The Reluctant Race
Porsche 911
The Reluctant Race

Porsche celebrates 911 Motorsport heritage
at Pebble Beach

continued on page 4

Editors Note: 

And win she did! 

See page 11.
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The kids are back at school and you know 
what that means...only 50 more days of 
driving! I usually drive my 928 until the end of 
October, but I’m hoping for an even longer 
driving season if the summer is any indication 
of what the weather will be like this fall. I’d like 
to drive it to the November meeting. I’m 
keeping my fingers crossed. For those of us 
who require winter storage of their vehicle(s), 
Clearline Storage is offering a 20% discount 
to all Porsche owners. Please see the ad on 
page 14.

I would like to take this 
opportunity on behalf of the 
Red River Region PCA to 
congratulate our president, 
Briget Sawatsky on the 
impressive win at the SCCA 
Solo Nationals in Lincoln, 
Nebraska this past week. 
You can read all about it on 

page 11. I hope her Christmas wish comes 
true, but she’ll need an awfully large tree!

Please take note of the Membership Report 
supplied by Membership Chair, Malcolm 
Hinds. With any luck (and a lot of help from 
members) we may yet win the factored 
growth award for this year. Malcolm has been 
instrumental in finding and signing up new 
members. Great job, Malcolm!

Thank you to all the members who 
contributed to this month’s issue: Briget 
Sawatsky, Malcolm Hinds, Darren Rebillard, 
and Michael Silver. The more articles you 
send in, the less work I have to do!  LOL
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If you know, or see, someone with a Porsche, urge him or her to join our club.

CONTACT: Malcolm, Membership Chair   

Tel: 488-9622    E-mail: PorscheMB@aol.com

RED RIVER REGION

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
1 September 2011

Primary Members: ; Affiliates: ; Total: 147 98 245

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS:

ESTABLISHED 1989

Ph: (204) 772-7733  •  Fax: (204) 772-8858  •  info@pressroomonline.ca

495-D MADISON STREET, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA  R3J 1J2

Proud supporters
and members of

Red River Region PCA
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that buyers were using the new, rear-engined sports car in 
hill climbs and autocrosses and Porsche itself started to 
produce lightweight and enhanced performance vehicles 
for their motorsports customers. In 1967, Porsche built 20 
911 "R" models with stripped interiors (no carpet, for 
instance), thin-skinned aluminum doors, fiberglass deck 
lids, taillights swiped from a Fiat, oversize carburetors, a 
magnesium engine case, dual spark plug cylinder heads 
and much more. With about 210 horsepower on board, 
these race-ready, lightweight rockets were the start of the 
911 racing legend.

Vic Elford, one of the most famous Porsche drivers in 
history, was one of the first to compete in the Porsche 911 
at a high level, winning in the mid-‘60s in England winning a 
race with the very first demo model imported by the factory 
distributor, and later driving to victory in 1968 at the Monte 
Carlo Rally.

The Porsche 911 race car started to make noise in the U.S. 
when IMSA’s Camel GT series started in 1970. Brumos 
Racing and Hurley Haywood took their 1970 Porsche 911 S 
to its first championship in the 1972 season. This car, the 
only Brumos championship car not clad in the traditional 
white with red and blue trim (it’s orange) will be on display 
this weekend, still owned by Brumos Motors.

After Porsche 911 Carrera RS and RSR models won IMSA 
and Trans-Am championships in the mid-70s, the company 
introduced the radical Porsche 934 and 935 race cars – 911 
silhouette bodied cars with big, twin-turbocharged engines. 
After being banned for a season from the Camel GT, they 
came back with a roar to become the car to beat in the late 
‘70s and early ‘80s. The 1979 Brumos Racing Porsche 935, 
driven by multi-time champion Peter Gregg, is also on 
display this weekend, and is a prime example of this iconic 
911 racer.

The 1980s and early 90s were prime time for Porsche 
Motorsport’s 956 and 962 prototype race cars, and the 911 
took a bit of a back seat on the GT side to Porsche 924 and 
944-based models.

Then, in 1996, Porsche introduced the GT class 911 GT2 R 
at Le Mans where this 911-based water-cooled coupe 
promptly won its class, followed by the famous Porsche 911 
GT1 which gave Porsche its last overall victory at Le Mans 
(1998). It was this victory that inspired race car builder and 
collector Kevin Jeannette, owner of Gunnar Racing, to build 
his own GT1 in 1999, and this car is also on display this 

continued on page 5

I recently had an 8-foot / 500 pound section of 
retaining wall that needed to be moved by about an 
inch in order to get it back to its original location; my 
son must have caught it with his plow truck while 
clearing snow this past winter. Unfortunately, the 
plow apparatus was in storage when the decision was 
made to "git 'er done", as it certainly would have 
come in handy, given that the entire section of wall 
had to be moved en mass due to the bricks having 
been glued together when it was built. Instead, the 
chosen method was to use a 1.5-ton car jack along 
with a piece of angle iron measuring 75 inches in 
length and with one flange measuring 1½ inches and 
the other measuring two. As shown in the photo, the 
jack was positioned vertically and secured in place by 
the angle iron, which itself was held in place by the 
front tires of my Z06 (it was positioned in front of the 
right tire and behind the left). I had to opt for the 
heavier vehicle in that the Corvette Z06 is 3118 
pounds while my Cayman S is only 2954 pounds. The 
jack was then operated until such time as the right 
side of the car began moving towards the street and 
the rear began moving towards the left when viewed 
from behind. Because the wall had not yet begun to 
move, thoughts of seeking out a heavier vehicle were 
entertained, but then it was observed that the angle 
iron was already flexed to the max, so it was then 
decided to use a sledge hammer and a piece of wood 
to provide a bit of "vibrational coaxing". It took about 
150 blows, but in the end, the wall did indeed move 
back to its original location. Corvettes, good for more 
than just driving!!!

Darren Rebillard

The Corvette Z06
is 3118 pounds
while the Cayman S
is only 2954. 

Sometimes heavier is better.



weekend at Peter Hay Hill. The car, which raced from 1999 – 
2003, had Paul Newman, Gunnar Jeannette, Kyle Petty, Milt 
Minter and Chad McQueen all pilot it to top finishes before 
the rules eliminated it from competition.

The next generation of 911 race cars were initiated by the 
introduction of the Porsche 911 GT3 R in 1999, and 
promptly driven to the 1999 American Le Mans Series GT 
championship by Cort Wagner. The pinnacle of this family 
was the Porsche 911 GT3 RSR, and the 2004 version on 
display at Peter Hay Hill is the McKenna Porsche sponsored 
example driven to the American Le Mans Series 
Championship by factory drivers Romain Dumas and Marc 
Lieb. The car, now owned by California collector Jeff Lewis, 
was prepared by Alex Job Racing, as was that first Cort 
Wagner car in 1999.

The other family of 911 race cars represented is the 911 
GT3 Cup, which was developed for the Porsche Supercup 
and Carrera Cup one-marque series which takes place 
around the globe. The latest version, the 2011 Porsche 911 
GT3 Cup, which now competes in the American Le Mans 
Series, SCCA World Challenge, and Rolex Grand-Am Sports 
Car Series, rounds out the 911 race car display at Peter Hay 
Hill.

This 911 race car display is designed to bring attention to 
the upcoming Porsche Rennsport Reunion IV, scheduled for 
October 14 – 16, 2011 at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca in 
Monterey, where the Porsche 911 will be the featured race 
car.

About Porsche Rennsport Reunion IV

Porsche Rennsport Reunion IV will be the world’s greatest 
gathering of Porsche race cars and the drivers that drove 
them to victory, held at Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca from 
October 14 to 16, 2011. Hosted by Porsche Cars North 
America, it will assemble the wide variety of Porsche’s most 
historic racing models from the nimble 550 Spyder of the 
mid-Fifties through the mighty 917 and 956/962 of the 
Seventies and Eighties to the highly successful RS Spyder 
of the last decade.

Special tribute will be paid to the numerous racing versions 
of the Porsche 911 and their countless victories on the dawn 
of what will become another milestone of this iconic sports 
car. Additional details of the Porsche Rennsport Reunion IV 
are published on www.porsche.com/usa/rennsport-
reunion-iv/, and Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca’s web site 
(http:// www.mazdaraceway.com). Ticket information is 
available by contacting 800-327-7322 or online at 
www.mazdaraceway.com.

Porsche Night
at the Pony
Porsche Night
at the Pony

Bruce Froebe and his 
Cruiser of the Week Award.

1953 Porsche 550 Spyder replica.

July 24th was “Porsche Night” at the Pony Corral on Grant 
Avenue, starring the Porsches belonging to several 
members. We had a great turn-out of car enthusiasts from 
every walk of life. Guest starring were four big rig trucks 
which were decked out and beautifully decorated. We had 
perfect weather and most participating members displayed 
their cars until sundown. It’s an enjoyable evening checking 
out the cars and partaking in dinner and a drink. RRR PCA 
member Bruce Froebe won the Winnipeg Free Press 
Cruiser of the Week Award for his 1953 Porsche 550 
Spyder replica, one of many interesting cars on display.

Photos by Ray L’Arrivee

Perfect
weather

Awesome
Big Rig
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World Premiere at the 2011 Frankfurt 
Motor Show Next Month

ATLANTA -- August 23 2011 – At 48, the Porsche 911 
Carrera is younger than ever. The completely redesigned 
seventh-generation sports car icon is stepping into the 
limelight with its sleek and stretched silhouette, exciting 
contours and precisely designed features. Yet from every 
angle it is unmistakably a 911, holding true to the Porsche 
911 Carrera ‘evolution, not revolution’ design philosophy.

The 100 mm or 3.9 inch longer wheelbase and reduced 
overall height underpin the fresh, athletic yet elegant 
appearance. When viewed from the front, the eye is drawn 
to the 911’s trademark wide-arched fenders, emphasizing 
the wider front track. The side mirrors are now mounted on 
the upper edge of the door, which also helps highlight the 
new design line and gives the visual impression of width.

The new lightweight body is an aluminum-steel composite 
construction and contributes greatly to the 45 kg or about 
100 lbs weight reduction when compared to the previous 
911 body. When combined with the greater structural 
rigidity and optimized aerodynamics – including a wider, 
variably extending rear spoiler – the new 911 Carrera’s 
front and rear lift has been reduced to near zero while 
retaining the Cd value of 0.29. 

To complement the modern exterior design, Porsche 
designers created an interior reminiscent of the Carrera GT. 
The driver is now even more closely integrated within the 
cockpit thanks to the rising center console and high-

Porsche to Unveil All-New
2012 Porsche 911 Carrera

mounted shift lever or gear selector located close to the 
steering wheel. As with the exterior, classic Porsche 
elements abound inside. Present is the instrument cluster 
with five round gauges – one of them a high resolution 
multifunction screen, and of course the central tachometer 
and the ignition lock to the left of the steering wheel.

Setting the standard in its class, as it has for generations, 
the new 911 Carrera and 911 Carrera S raise the 
performance and efficiency bar yet another notch. All 
versions get by with significantly less than 10 liters of fuel 
per 100 kilometers (official U.S. EPA fuel mileage estimates 
are TBD) and fuel consumption and emissions are up to 16 
percent lower in the New European Driving Cycle (NEDC) 
when compared with the predecessor. This is achieved 
through systems such as the Automatic

Start Stop function, engine and transmission thermal 
management, electrical system recuperation, the world’s 
first seven-speed manual transmission and – in 
conjunction with the Porsche Doppelkupplungsgetriebe 
(PDK) – the ability to ‘sail’ or coast. The new electro-
mechanical power steering offers not only Porsche’s typical 
precision and feedback but also helps increase efficiency 
and reduce fuel-consumption.

For example, the 911 Carrera with the new 350 hp, 3.4-liter 
boxer engine and optional PDK consumes 8.2 l/100 km 
based on the NEDC – 1.6 l/100 km less than its 
predecessor.

The 911 Carrera S with its 400 hp, 3.8-liter boxer engine – 
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15 hp more than before – achieves 8.7 l/100 km in the NEDC 
when paired with the optional PDK transmission. This represents 
a fuel consumption decrease of 14 percent or 1.5 l/100 km. 

At the same time there are performance improvements in both 
models. The 911 Carrera S with PDK accelerates from 0 to 60 in 
4.1 seconds. Using the Launch Control function of the optional 
Sport Chrono Package cuts that to 3.9 seconds. The 911 Carrera 
with PDK needs only 4.4 seconds to sprint from a standing start 
to 60 mph (4.2 seconds when using the optional Sport Chrono 
Package’s Launch Control function). Top-track speed for the 911 
Carrera S and 911 Carrera is 188 mph and 179 mph, 
respectively. 

The new 911 offers both better longitudinal dynamics 
and unprecedented top performance in terms of 
transverse dynamics. In addition to the longer 
wheelbase, the greater agility, precision and driving 
stability are based, among other things, on the wider 
front track, the new rear axle and new electro-
mechanical power steering. Depending on the model, 
there are other standard or optional active control 
systems available that can help further enhance the 
overall driving dynamics. That is especially true for 
the Porsche Dynamic Chassis Control (PDCC) active 
roll stabilization system, available for the first time on 
the 911 Carrera S. The system helps reduce lateral roll 
when cornering and helps keep the tires in the optimal 
position relative to the road surface.

The new 911 further extends the span of seemingly 
contradictory attributes such as performance and 
efficiency, sportiness and every day practicality that 
have always typified the Porsche 911. That makes the 
911 Carrera more of a 911 than ever. The new Porsche 
911 Carrera celebrates its world premiere at the 2011 
IAA Frankfurt Motor Show in September.

The first new 911 models will arrive in U.S. dealerships beginning in February of 2012. The new 911 Carrera Coupe will 
have a base MSRP of $82,100, while the 911 Carrera S Coupe’s base MSRP will be $96,400 (excluding destination). Both 
models will include substantial additional equipment when compared to the previous models.



PORSCHE MAGAZINES, 
BOOKS, MANUALS,

CDs, DVDs 

WANTED
Recycle your unwanted Porsche magazines, 

books, manuals, CDs & DVDs by donating them

 to the Red River Region Library. Contact
Lloyd Richardson at LRichardson@towereng.ca
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Fun in the Sun!
Malcolm and Suzanne Hinds once again 
graciously hosted a Pool Party/Barbeque for the 
members of the Red River Region PCA and their 
families. Somehow they know when the weather 
will be perfect to host such an event. Suzanne is 
always the perfect hostess, making everyone feel 
welcome. During the party Malcolm proudly 
displayed the award he received from Air Canada 
for flying over 1,000,000 miles with them! After our 
jaw dropping responses, he noted this was just for 
flying with Air Canada....he has logged over a 
million miles more with other airlines. (We’re 
talking miles, boys and girls, not kilometers!) It is a 
testament to his commitment to our club that he 
attends as many meetings as he does (he rarely 
misses one) and he continues to be an excellent 
Membership Chair - the proof is in the numbers.

Juliette L’Arrivee

Photos by Ray & Juliette L’Arrivee



Understanding your Porsche’s VIN number.

9

The VIN or Vehicle Identity Number, of your car, is a unique identifier 
made up of a combination of letters and numbers, which does not 
include the letters I (i), O (o), or Q (q) (to avoid confusion with 
numerals 1 and 0). It can usually be found by looking through the 
lower part of the windshield (from the outside) in front of the steering 
wheel, or on your registration documentation.

In 1981, the standard VIN format comprised of 17 characters was 
adopted for all road vehicles and, when decoded, can tell you a 
number of items of information about your car. The following is the 
breakdown with particular reference to post 1981 Porsches and using 

VIN # WP0CA2991YS612345 as an 
example:

• 1st character: Country. W = West 
Germany - since unification, simply 
Germany.

• 2nd character: Manufacturer: P = 
Porsche.

• 3rd character: 0 attaches to the 1st 
character (W0)

• 4th thru 9th characters: Descriptors 
of the car. Of particular interest is 
the 99 which are the first two 
numbers of the model. The tenth 
character is a check digit to verify 
accuracy. It is computer generated 
from a combination of the alpha-
numerics taken from other 
characters in the VIN.  

• 10th character: Model year. Y = 
2000.

• 11th character: Assembly plant: S = 
Stuttgart; L = Leipzig; U = the 
Valmet factory in Finland.

• 12th character: The third digit of the 
model number, hence 996.

• 13th – 17th Serial number assigned 
as it came off the assembly line.

To obtain more details on the codes used, 
(production year, for example) go to:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vehicle_Iden
tification_Number

To explore VIN numbers of pre-1981 
Porsches, ask our librarian for the booklet 
published by the PCA in the mid-90's. 
(Writer's note: would the PCA member who 
borrowed my copy please return it?)

Now for two SUPER-VIN-SITES, (as I have 
named them). With these sites, you type in 
your own VIN and you are provided with a 
list of options that were built into your 
vehicle when it was manufactured. They 
are claimed to be 98% accurate.

For Porsches, go to: 
http://www.AutoAtlanta.com/life/vin/vin/
php

For other cars such as, Chevrolet, Saturn, 
GMC,  Hummer,  Cad i l l ac ,  Bu ick ,  
Oldsmobile, Pontiac, GEO, Dodge, 
Plymouth, Jeep, Chrysler, Ford, Lincoln, 
Mercury, Mazda Trucks, and Mercedes, go 
to: www.compnine.com/VID.php

Have fun!

By
Malcolm Hinds



On August 20th, our dinner cruise to Rembrandt’s Bistro 
began at our staging area in the parking lot of Mountain Bean 
Coffee Shop on north Henderson Highway. We had a little 
time to mingle and enjoy a coffee before hitting the road for a 
leisurely, scenic drive up River Road to Lockport. Upon 
arriving at our destination, we found that the parking lot was 
completely full. Following Scott Best’s lead we all proceeded 
to park on the lawn in front of the restaurant. There happened 
to be a wedding taking place in Rembrandt’s banquet hall 
which accounted for the full parking lot. The wedding may 
have contributed to a longer wait time for our meals, but that 
was just fine with us as it provided more conversation time. In 
all, 22 members enjoyed some good food, good conversation 
and a fun drive.
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The 2011 Canadian 
Bullrun Rally took place 
this past July and was 
attended by one of our 
members, Michael Silver. 
If you are not familier with 
the Canadian Bullrun, it is 
a seven day rally in which 
participants make their 
way from one checkpoint 
to the next, and only 
learning of their next 
destination the following 
morning.

To win the event, you 
must achieve the closest 
to the average KM/H 
target using a TSD (Time 
Speed Distance) method.

O f  cou r se ,  M i chae l  
entered the event with his 
gorgeous 2011, 911 
Turbo. This same car, 
incidently, driven by our 
own Mark Sawatsky, set 
the fastest time ever 
recorded at the Gimli road 
track for a street legal 
vehicle.

For the Canadian Bullrun, 
Michael installed a new 
exhaust system and 20 
inch Techart wheels. The 
car was also decked out 
with very stylish racing 
stripes.

I’m sure Michael and his 
co-driver Sean McCoshen 
had a fantastic time, but I 
think they might have 
been a bit delayed, or 
should I say detained 
between one of the check 
points. Hopefully it was all 
j u s t  a  m i n o r  
misunderstanding.

A video composed by 
Michael’s 15 year old son, 
Dylan, will be posted on 
the RRR web site.

Ray L’Arrivee
Photos by Michael Silver

Dinner Cruise
to Rembrandt’s

Photos and article by Ray L’Arrivee

Cruising up River Road

Hope we didn’t ruin the grass.

Enjoying a hearty meal.

Gathering at Mountain Bean



My (2011) SCCA Solo Nationals ExperienceMy (2011) SCCA Solo Nationals Experience
As many of you know, Mark was hard at work all winter 
creating the “Pink Panther” (our V12 powered MGB GT).  
We both felt that the time had come to retire the
Boxster from the track and instead build a dedicated race 
car.  Unfortunately, after only a couple events the engine
in Pink Panther suffered severe damage (I won't go
into  deta i l s  –  you can f ind out  more at  
www.ultimatemgbbuild.blogpot.com). Not wanting to miss 
too many autoslalom events we decided to slap on the R-
compound tires and run the Boxster locally again.  At the 
first event during one of Mark's runs 1st gear came off and 
decided to roll around in the transmission totally destroying 
it.  So much for that!  Mark and I were faced with a hard 
decision; do we cancel our registration for the SCCA Solo 
Nationals (since we were down 2 cars now!) or do we ask 
around for a co-drive.  Our first Nationals Experience was in 
Topeka, KS at Heartland Park. We were totally 
overwhelmed to see over 1,000 competitors from across 
Canada and the US.  Since then we have attended each 
year and each year my results have improved.  I had been 
4th, then 3rd and last year I was 2nd (by only 0.001 
seconds!).  There was NO WAY I was missing this year!  So 
the search for a co-drive began.  I posted my “ad” on the 
SCCA forums and hoped to get a few offers.  I was totally 
overwhelmed by the number of offers and generosity of the 
community.  In total I had 14 co-drive offers which ranged 
from an older Honda Civic, a BMW 325i, a highly modified 
Camaro, a brand new Ford Mustang and a LeGrand MK18 (a 
former D Sports Racer).  The co-drive in the LeGrand would 
be totally different from anything I had ever raced in my 
life.   The LeGrand is a former D Sports Racer within the 
SCCA.  It's fast.  And I mean really, really fast!  The exact 
car I would be driving has won for the last two years and in 
2009 it set the fastest time out of all 1,100+ competitors!  
No pressure.  

Once I confirmed that I would indeed take on the challenge 
of the LeGrand there were a few important details including 
most importantly actually fitting in the car.  The car owner 
weighed about 14 pounds less than I did at the time.  So, 
from 5 weeks out of the event I kept to a strict diet and 
managed to lose 14 pounds to ensure my hips would fit.  I 
tell you, that is dedication!  The second struggle would be 
learning to actually drive this race car so foreign from 
anything I was accustomed to.  With a 1000cc motorcycle 
engine and sequential transmission I'd need to figure out 
how to drive it!

When I arrived in Lincoln, NE I searched the paddock for 
the trailer containing my ride.  I could not WAIT to get a 
chance to check my fit in the seat and talk about getting 
some time on the test track.  I had hoped to get as much 
time as possible in the seat before the actual competition 
on Thursday but things did not work out exactly as I had 
hoped.  After the car owner's “back up” car was damaged 
on Monday he understandably was a little leery to have me 
(a totally inexperienced stranger) running multiple runs in 
his winning car.  I also found out that I would have a co-
driver competing in the same car who had elected to run in 
BMod Ladies class since she was otherwise the sole 
competitor in CMod Ladies.  So we each had 4 test runs 
(under 30 seconds each) to figure things out.  This would 
be interesting – and perhaps more of a challenge than I 
thought.  My co-driver was the first to test and seemed to 
have very little trouble getting the car off the start and 
around the course.  Her times were pretty quick too.  I was 
a little intimidated at this point to say the least.  My time for 
testing came later that day.  To say it got off to a rocky start 
is an understatement.  I think I stalled three times at the 
start on my first attempt and my results were slow.  Next 
run, a little better…okay, maybe I CAN do this I thought.  
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*some restrictions apply, see website for details. www.speedworld.ca

575 C Berry Street,
Winnipeg, MB

204-774-KART (5278)

Valid Monday - Thursday
noon to midnight!
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Then by run 4 I loved the LeGrand and set a faster time than my co-driver 
who, owning a CMod car has far more experience with this sort of race car.  
The next day was race day.

Thursday came and I was in the 
second run group meaning that I 
could park in the pre-grid shortly 
after I arrived onsite (7am!).  I 
had talked to the owner of the car 
the day before about letting me 
drive it to pre-grid as it would give 
me at least one more chance to get 
a “feel” for the car.  My nerves 
were growing severe as I watched 
the first group out on course.  This 
was going to be MUCH faster than 
what I had experienced on the test 
course.  Just as the first group 
started their last runs, the owner 
decided I should roll the car over 
the scales to ensure I would not be 
underweight and result in a DSQ so I quickly jumped in and off I went.  I 
was actually pretty happy to get even more time in the car – even if it was 

at a walking pace.  The scales indicated I was 
about the same weight as the car owner (the 
diet plan was worth it!) so we were ready to 

go.  As they started cars in my 
group I climbed into the car, 
strapped in and put on my 
helmet.  It would be at least 
another 10 minutes before I 
ran but my nerves were so 
bad I used this time to 
meditate on the course.  I 
concentrated on where I 
would be looking, when I 
planned to brake and where I 
thought I should be back on 
the “loud” pedal.  Before I 
knew it I was at the line.  The 
green flag dropped and I 
slowly released the clutch.  
Stall.  Oh no!  With a press of 
a button I was running again 

and I tried again.  Stall.  Did I make a mistake 
driving this car?  After one more stalled 
attempt I was finally rolling!  The course was 
fast and challenging.  I came back after run 
one with 2 penalties but a scratch time (not 
counting penalties) that was a good chunk of 
time ahead of my competition.  I just needed 
to clean up my act.  Run two – after one failed 
launch I was over 2 seconds faster and still 
ahead of the competition but only by 1 
second.  Run three (last run) – I thought to 
myself “push harder Briget, you can do it! The 
car will hold!”  That's easy to say (or think) 
but hard to do when you are not accustomed 
to sitting so low and going so fast!  I 
improved my time again by over a second but 
had another cone penalty so it wouldn't be 
my best.  My co-driver was last to run and she 
would need to find 2 seconds to lead me into 
day 2.  She improved but only by about 1 
second so I would hold the lead into day 2 of 
competition.  I was happy with my results 
since I had improved on each run but 
certainly was not on easy street with only a 1 
second lead!  It would be a long day ahead 
with 100F+ temps and my volunteer 
assignment and Mark's runs still to come.  
The car owner suggested my co-driver and I 
scrape the OPR (other people's rubber) off 
our tires later that night.  It wasn't until about 
8pm that the temperatures had cooled off to 
under 90F so there I was, in the dark scraping 
my tires.  At the end of the day I've never had 
a beer taste so good!  I had dreams of the 
LeGrand that night.

Day 2 of competition had some heavy clouds 
but the rain would hold off (a good thing when 
you are driving an open car!).   On my first 
run I managed to be 6 seconds faster than my 
competition in scratch times but with my 3 
penalties I would only maintain a 4 second 
lead.  I decided to try to run a clean run even 



Development Program Confirmed
for LMP1 Sports Prototype
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ATLANTA -- June 30, 2011 -- Porsche returns to Le Mans 
with a works-run LMP1 sports prototype. The first outing of 
the completely new developed race car is planned for the 
year 2014. With 16 overall victories, Porsche is the most 
successful manufacturer in Le Mans. The most recent win 
was in 1998 with the Porsche 911 Gt1. “Motorsport was 
always an essential part of the Porsche brand,” emphasises 
Matthias Müller, President of the Executive Board at 
Porsche AG. “So for us it was only a matter of time before 
we returned as a factory to the top league of racing. 
Porsche’s successes in Le Mans are unrivalled. We want to 
follow up on this with the 17th outright victory.” With the RS 
Spyder sports prototype that was run with great success 
from 2006 to 2008 by the factory-backed Penske Racing 
team in the USA and to 2010 by several customer teams 
worldwide, Porsche has set the benchmark recently in the 
LMP2 category. “With the RS Spyder we proved that our 
motorsport engineers in Weissach are at the forefront,” 
says Wolfgang Hatz, Board Member for Research and 
Development at Porsche AG. “For instance, we were the 
first to run a high-revving race engine with direct fuel 
injection, DFI, setting new standards in performance and 
efficiency. Recently, with the 911 GT3 R Hybrid, we adopted 
a completely new drive technology for racing purposes and 
achieved a considerable reduction in consumption.” 
Hartmut Kristen, Head of Porsche Motorsport, is already 
prepared for one of the most challenging development 
programmes in the company’s history. “We’re looking 
forward to the task of developing new technologies and to 
continue on with the success of the Porsche RS Spyder. 
After the conclusion of our works-supported sports 
prototype programme in the American Le Mans Series we 
have kept up with the latest technological advances. Now 
we will begin with detailed research in order to evaluate the 
various concept alternatives for our new car. These 
obviously depend on how the regulations for the year 2014 
look in detail. In principle, these regulations are interesting 
for us because the integration of our hybrid technology in 
the vehicle concept is one possible option.” Hans Herrmann 
and Richard Attwood claimed the first overall victory for 
Porsche in 1970 with the legendary 917 short-tail. The 16th 
and by now last overall win was secured by Laurent Aiello, 
Stéphane Ortelli and Allan McNish in 1998 with the 911 
GT1. In the years 2008 and 2009, the Porsche RS Spyder 
sports prototype won the title in the LMP2 category.

Porsche Cars North America, Inc. (PCNA)

Porsche Returns to Le Mans in 2014

if it meant being slower.  It worked!  I was now 4 seconds 
faster on day two with a clean run under my belt and 
knowing that I could go much faster (I was 2 seconds faster 
on my first dirty run).  I was holding a healthy 5.8 second 
lead over the two days when I went into my last run.  
Unfortunately, my last run felt very fast but did not result in 
a faster time.  My co-driver was again last to run and it was 
possible that she could still beat me since I knew I had not 
driven to my full potential.  About ½ ways through she hit a 
wall of cones and I knew I had won!  I had finally won the 
Championship!  

I could not possibly express in the space of this article how 
amazing the SCCA Solo Nationals experience is.  There is 
nothing like 1100 competitors – new friends and old – 
converging in the same place with the same love of racing.  
I came home dreaming of the LeGrand and wondering how I 
could find a way to get one of my own.  Although I am happy 
to be a National Champion, I am still not happy about my 
results.  On one hand I know I left huge amounts of time on 
the track but on the other I remind myself that I had a grand 
total of 2 minutes in the car before competition.  I hope to 
one day race the car again – but until then it will remain in 
my dreams at night and on my Christmas wish list!

Briget Sawatsky
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PORSCHE CLUB DISCOUNT
20% OFF

REGULAR PRICE

783-7640
841 Erin St.

Contact Nick @

Don’t delay, space is limited.

September 10th
Show & Shine at Pony Corral Pier 7, 1700 Pembina Hwy. 
from 11:00 am ‘till 4:00 pm. There will be door prizes, 
entertainment, and a BBQ. Porsche will be the featured 
marque at the event, with prime parking on the water’s edge 
next to the dock and the Classic Boats. Every Porsche driver 
displaying a car will receive a voucher for a choice of 
hamburger, cheeseburger, or hot dog, plus a soft drink. We 
particularly want to encourage attendance of good condition, 
older model Porsches, (to reflect the Classic Cars theme), 
though not at the exclusion of newer vehicles. We wish to 
have 20 – 25 cars at the event so we need everyone’s 
support. While there, we will also be actively recruiting new 
members for the PCA, so if you have a Porsche-friend, bring 
him/her along. 

Sept 24 & 25 Autoslalom
St. Andrew's Airport (Winnipeg Sports Car Club – non PCA 
event)

October 1 & 2 Autoslalom
St. Andrew's Airport (Winnipeg 
Sports Car Club – non PCA 
event) Details: 

www.wscc.mb.ca

October 5 General 
Meeting
Zax Drive Inn
1184 Portage Avenue
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Dinner
7:00 p.m. Meeting called to order
Cost: Menu prices ($10-$20)
Come out and meet some fellow Porsche Enthusiasts for 
dinner and a brief membership 
meeting!  Each meeting is 
followed by a cruise to a mystery 
location (usually for ice cream or 
coffee).  Our summer meetings 
are popular events where you 
can catch up with old friends or 
make new ones.

October 24 Speedworld Race Evening
Speedworld Indoor Kart Track
575 Berry Street
7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Cost: $7.00/race (50% discount!)

Come out and enjoy an evening of racing against your fellow 
PCA members!  Speedworld offers 
the fastest indoor karting around with 
karts that reach speeds of 50km/hr! 
Speedworld is also the ONLY track in 
the world to offer GLOW KARTING 
(black light racing)!
Minimum height requirement 58 
inches.

www.speedworld.ca

RED RIVER PCA SEPT. AND OCT. EVENTS
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Porsche CR-210 AM/FM/CD/MP3/Sat 
Discontinued Porsche Part #: 993 645 117 01 
Fits the following Porsche models: 1997-2004 
Boxster, 1994-1998 911 (all series), 1999-2005 
911 (all series)  This could be the only NEW unit 
for sale anywhere right now. Includes:  1. Original 
box.  2. Interface for 6-disc CD changer.  3. Plug 
and play factory radio head with use of all existing 
connectors. 4. LCD display.  5. Removable face-
plate.  
6. The factory storage/pocket case for the head (which prevents theft & pro-
tects the head when removed).  7. Upgradable by BECKER to include an 
MP3 connection port.  This is the real deal for those who want the factory look 
due to damage, theft, vandalism or for restoration or repair. Or perhaps it just 
stopped working. Once your head dies, it is likely not repairable and this is 
the exact replacement you need. Upgradable, this unit can also be modified 
by Becker (the manufacturer and supplier for Porsche audio decks) to allow 
for MP3, Satellite radio, and other auxiliary audio plug-in devices. This unit is 
NEW in the original box and includes the storage case for the removable 
radio head which is often missing. Long since discontinued, this one fits 
where it belongs and is OEM. $399 
Be sure to request the complete list of all Porsche parts for sale. Call Kevin at 
254-5178 or email: porscheclub@mac.com 

40th Anniversary Porsche 911 (1974-
2003) Storm-Proof Car Cover with stor-
age bag (which doubles as a duffle bag or 
travel carry-on) & locking cable. Never 
used. Another great item from Porsche's 
Premier Tequipment line. No longer avail-
able from Porsche. This car cover fits like 
a glove over your Porsche 911 and boldly 
displays the Porsche name and crest on 
the front of the cover and has special strip-
ping along the bottom perimeter in honor 
of the 40th anniversary celebration. Get it now for year-round storage, for tem-
porary protection while the convertible top is down, or simply as a dust cover. 
Can be used on smaller Porsches as well such as the 914, 944 and Boxster. 
$299 in original box and storage bag. Call Kevin at: 254-5178 or email any-
time: porscheclub@mac.com. For a complete list of all Porsche items, just 
ask and it will be made available for you to browse through.

CLASSIFIED ADS

To place an ad, contact newsletter@redriverpca.org 

AUTOS FOR SALE

PYROTECT Helmut, Collar & Balaclava, BELL 
Gloves (Professional Driving Gear) Top Brand 
Name Professional Racing Driving Gear. Great for 
hi-speed motor sports such as: professional 
karting, ATV, motorcycling, snowmobiling, rally 
driving, autocross events or even DE classes.  
Protect your head and neck during these extreme 
sports with the same gear the professionals use. 
All of the following for one price of $499:  
1. Pyrotect Snell-SA2000 white full-face helmut.  
2. Pyrotect removable clear visor.  3. Pyrotect red 

racing neck collar.  4. Bell Jr. Drag 2-layer black racing gloves.  5. 
Pyrotect Balaclava.  6. Race red/black storage/carry bag for all 
above listed items (thrown in for FREE). All new items are boxed in 
original packaging and I'll even throw in the professional race duffle 
/ storage / carry bag. REMEMBER: You get ALL SIX race-ready high-
performance driving gear items for this one price. Additional photos 
showing all items are available upon request.
Contact Kevin: porscheclub@mac.com or call 254-5178. 

PARTS & ACCESSORIES

3-Axis Accelerometer Performance 
Meter  ... BRAND NEW sealed box ...
For on-road or off-road cars, karts, bikes & 
ATV's.  $149.99 & No taxes to pay. Check out 
the features of this unit:
1. WORLD'S ONLY cordless performance 
meter.  2. World's SMALLEST most compact 
performance meter.  3. 3-Axis (x,y,z) 
measurements for greater accuracy.  4. 
Faster refresh rate plus automatic re-calibration with each start.  5. 
No programming required.  6. Large backlit LCD display.  7. 
Windshield mount (no cords).  This is the hottest little unit for 
measuring all critical aspects of any driver event, whether it be 
autocross, rally or just plain seeing what kind of power, cornering 
and braking ability your car has. Here you get the real numbers you 
can brag about. Measures: 1. 0-60,  2. 1/4 Mile (time & speed),  3. 
Braking force,  4. G-Force,  5. Horsepower. The cordless feature 
makes it easy to use in several different vehicles on the same day 
and at the same event. Contact Kevin: porscheclub@mac.com or 
call 254-5178 

PORSCHE Wind Jacket, baught new in 
1995. Never worn - Large $300.00    
Call Karl  -  889-7302

2001 FIA Formula One (Michael 
Schumacher Limited Edition—18" x 
24") Lithograph Art Limited Edition Print 
#22 of 250 titled: "IN THE GROOVE" 
...by automotive artist: Dave Austin. In 
new condition as received from the artist in 
2003 still in shrink-wrap. This print was 

produced utilizing offset lithography and all plates used in the 
production process have been destroyed (so no other copies can be 
made.) The artist personally both inspected and approved and then 
numbered and signed the print in addition to the original master 
signature on the artwork.  Includes the "Authentication of Edition" 
document on the back with all information stated in the paragraph 
above. This is a rare collectible print of Michael Schumacher's 
Formula One race car "in the groove".  Now only $99. Call Kevin @ 
254-5178 or email: porscheclub@mac.com

1981, 911SC for sale. 3L air cooled. Immaculate condition inside and out. All 
service records. Too many features to list. Serious buyers only. $30,000    
Call Karl - 889-7302

1981 Porsche 911 SC Targa. 
120,000 km. Mint condition. New BBS 
rims and tires on the car. Original 
Fuchs rims included. Call for a test 
drive. 204-918-9296

For sale -  set of Boxster winter tires. Enquire for price.
Also have black sheepskin seat covers for a Boxster - $200
Dave Wilton      email - boreal.owl@hotmail.com

1987 Porsche 944, 5 
speed, 110K miles. Stored 
underground in winter 
under custom cover. 
Properly maintained. New 
tires and clutch in 2010, 
AM-FM cassette. $5,000   
Contact Dave 896-5046 



RED RIVER REGION CALENDAR of LOCAL EVENTS

If you have an article and or photos you would like to submit for publication in Red River Ramblings,
please contact Ray L’Arrivee, Editor at newsletter@redriverpca.org

For questions about any event in this calendar, please email events@redriverpca.org

As you plan a vacation or a business trip, look for a local PCA event there before you leave.
IT IS ALL THE SAME CLUB; FEEL FREE TO SAY HI & JOIN IN

SEE THE PCA WEBS ANY
CONTACT INFORMATION ON ANY OUT OF  TOWN PCA EVENT www.pca.org

ITE FOR   EVENTS FURTHER AFIELD

Upcoming events will also 
be posted on our region 
website - redriverpca.org

Next club meeting:
(Zax Drive Inn, 1184 Portage Avenue) - 7:00 p.m. Wed., October 5th, 2011

Please feel free to join us earlier for or refreshments before the meeting begins.

See page 14
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