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I hope everyone is 

h a v i n g  a  g r e a t  

summer!  During the 

summer months, the 

Red River Region holds 

a number of  fun 

activities.  To date this 

year we have had two 

out of town dinner 

cruises, a brewery tour, 

multiple cruises for ice cream and two 

autoslalom events!  We still have many 

great events coming including a member 

hosted pool party (August 14th), a few 

dinner cruises and we will also be the 

feature car club at the Pony Corral 

Sunday Car show on July 24th.  I 

strongly encourage all our members to 

come out and enjoy the summer at some 

of our events!  The Red River Region PCA 

is full of interesting Porsche enthusiasts 

but we are much more than just a car 

club, we are a group of friends both old 

and new that enjoy the camaraderie of 

club events. 

In the fall our nominations committee 

will also meet to discuss the future of the 

Red River Region.  Being part of the 

Board of Directors has been a very 

rewarding and fun experience for me and 

perhaps you might be interested in 

volunteering for 2012?  If you are 

interested please contact a member of 

the present board and we will forward 

your name to the nominating committee 

when the time comes.  

Have a great summer and enjoy the 

(lately) sunny warm weather!

Briget Sawatsky

continued on page 4

ATLANTA – May 6, 2011 – Following on the heels of the recently 
announced 911 and Boxster S Black Editions, Porsche introduces a 
new, sporty and limited edition Cayman S arriving late this summer. 
The 2012 Cayman S Black Edition features a 10-horsepower boost and 
a long list of standard equipment at an attractive price. 

This new mid-engine sports car is only available in solid black and 
features a monochrome treatment with a black body and black-
painted 19-inch Boxster Spyder design wheels. Normally contrasting 
trim pieces from the Cayman S are also painted for a uniform look: the 
side air intake grilles are painted black, as are the twin exhaust 
tailpipes and the model designation on the rear deck lid. 

The monochromatic theme continues to the interior where black is the 
only available color, with aluminum and stainless steel used as 
accents. The brushed stainless steel door-entry guards feature Black 
Edition lettering, and the standard SportDesign steering wheel 
features twin aluminum-look spokes with a rim of smooth-finish black 
leather. Also painted black are the trim strips on the dashboard and 
around the six-speed manual 
shift lever or the gear selector 
for the optional Porsche-
Doppe lkupp lungsget r iebe  
(PDK) seven-speed double 
clutch transmission, while the 
instrument dials are black 
instead of the usual white. Two 
final touches are the Porsche 
c res t  embossed on the  
headrests and a limited-edition 
b a d g e  o n  t h e  g l o v e  
compartment. 

Like the other Black Editions, 
the Cayman S Black Edition 
combines Porsche’s popular 
option packages to deliver 
additional value to customers. 
The black-painted exterior and 
interior touches are part of the 
Design package available on 
other Cayman models. The 
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Statements appearing in issues of “Red River 
Ramblings” are those of the authors and not 
necessarily those of the Red River Region or PCA. 
The Red River Region is not responsible for any 
services or merchandise advertised herein. The 
word “Porsche” is used herein solely to identify a 
make of automobile and does not indicate an 
affiliation or relationship with the manufacturer or 
distributors.
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If you know, or see, someone with a Porsche, urge him or her to join our club.

CONTACT: Malcolm, Membership Chair   

Tel: 488-9622    E-mail: PorscheMB@aol.com

RED RIVER REGION

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
1 July 2011

Primary Members: 138; Affiliates: 93; Total: 231

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS:

ESTABLISHED 1989

Ph: (204) 772-7733  •  Fax: (204) 772-8858  •  info@pressroomonline.ca

495-D MADISON STREET, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA  R3J 1J2

Proud supporters
and members of

Red River Region PCA

It's been quite a busy - and very enjoyable 
- summer for our club as we've had quite a 
few adventures and events happening in 
May and June. But I must admit that my 
favourite event in June was a personal 
one. My daughter Marie was married June 
24 to a young man named Aaron that we 
are all very happy to welcome into our 
family with open arms. Marie wanted me 
to drive her to her ceremony in the 
Porsche. We had talked about it for weeks. 
That is, until the day of the wedding. It 
was quite hot outside and the road leading 
to the venue was not much better than a 

country road. The worst 
thing about it was that my 
air conditioning in my 
1982 928 doesn't work. 
She had her hair and 
makeup professionally 
done and didn't want to 
take the chance of it all 
coming apart due to the 
heat.

Her wedding was somewhat untraditional. 
She asked our son Rob to perform the 
ceremony. Rob had gotten permission 
from Vital Statistics to perform this one 
wedding. Instead of flowers, Marie had 
our daughter-in-law, Beth, make the 
bouquets out of paper. But not just any 
paper. The used music sheets for Mario 
Brothers and sheets from the Walking 
Dead (zombie) comics. The bouquets 
looked amazing. Her table arrangements 
were made out of candy and lollipops 
which the guests were able to nibble on 
and take home after the wedding. One 
unusual thing that she didn't expect was 
for the father/daughter dance, I was 
going to dance to Lez Zepplin's D'yer 
Mak'er as Darth Vader! She was waltzing 
with her new husband and as the dance 
ended, the DJ said, “we will now have the 
Father/Daughter dance". Marie was 
looking everywhere for me. The DJ started 
to play the sound of Darth Vader 
breathing. She turned around as I came 
out of the back room dressed as Darth 
with the DJ playing the Imperial March. 
She couldn't have been more surprised or 
happier about it! On Sunday we had a 
barbecue for the cousins and I put the 
costume on again. Needless to say, I had 
to have a few shots taken as Darth Vader 
with my Porsche. It may not have been the 
wedding car, but I guess being "The Death 
Star" for an afternoon will have to do.

Ray L’Arrivee
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Convenience package, also standard, includes Bi-Xenon™ 
headlights with dynamic cornering function, auto-dimming 
interior and exterior mirrors, rain sensor and automatic 
climate control. 

The Infotainment package adds a touch-screen Porsche 
Communication Management system with navigation, 
BOSE® surround-sound system and XM® Satellite Radio 
with XM NavTraffic®.

The Black Edition’s chassis builds on the foundation of the 
Cayman S, which already features exceptional balance and 
handling. The lightest 19-inch wheels in the Porsche lineup 
are fitted 235/35 ZR 19 tires up front and 265/35 ZR 19 in 
the rear, providing a visually dynamic upgrade from the 
standard 18-inch wheels on the regular Cayman S. 

A 3.4-liter six-cylinder engine with direct fuel injection, 
mounted in front of the rear axle, produces 330 horsepower 
– 10 more than in the Cayman S – while also delivering 
excellent fuel economy, particularly when coupled with the 
optional PDK transmission. With PDK, the Cayman S Black 
Edition will accelerate from 0 to 60 mph in as little as 4.6 
seconds with the optional Sport Chrono Package and 
reaches a top track speed of 172 mph while achieving EPA 
estimated fuel economy of 20 city and 29 highway (19/26 
when equipped with six-speed manual and top track speed 
of 173 mph), the same as the Cayman S. In addition to 
reducing the 0--60 acceleration times by two-tenths, the 
optional Sport Chrono Package with PDK provides a launch 
control function and more aggressive Sport and Sport Plus 
shift strategies.

The 2012 Cayman S Black Edition MSRP is $67,500 which 
gives buyers added value on several levels considering the 
extra functional and visual upgrades and the enhanced 
power output.

Our outing to Oma’s Schnitzel Stube on May 7th, started 
out dry but quickly became very wet! About half of the 
way to St. Pierre Jolys the clouds opened up and it 
poured for several minutes. But as we neared St. Pierre 
the rain stopped long enough to allow us to park our cars 
and enter the restaurant without getting rained on. The 
drive took approximately 40 minutes from the our 
meeting place at McDonalds on Pembina Hwy.  Oma’s 
specializes in German cuisine and we arrived just in time 
for the evening buffet. Mark and Briget Sawatsky had 
extolled the virtues of Oma’s at a club meeting. And 
were they right! The food...schnitzel, meatballs, prime 
rib and more...lived up to our expectations. While inside 
it began to rain again, but very few took notice as we 
were enjoying the food and each other’s company. We 
were fortunate enough to have had a room all to 
ourselves. Many members, including myself, are 
planning to return to Oma’s - PCA event or not.

Photos by Ray L’Arrivee
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The Porsche Whisper is a column dedicated to the repair, 
maintenance and resolving technical issues of your Porsche.

Articles can be submitted to the Newsletter Editor at 
newsletter@redriverpca.org. Articles may be edited for space.

Due date: August 31st.

Th
e

PORSCHE
WHISPERER

PORSCHE
WHISPERER

PORSCHE
WHISPERER

This story is about a dead battery in my Cayman S, and it 
goes something like this …

I had been using a 10-amp charger at 5-week intervals 
to keep the battery up during the course of this past 
winter, with the usual mode of operation being to slam 
the hood shut immediately after each charging.  
However, the hood was left open subsequent to the final 
charge of the season because I wanted to clean things up 
a bit before closing it and I didn't see any harm in leaving 
it open because the light had gone out by the time the 
charger was removed.  It remained open for about a 
month due to my usual level of procrastination.

When the time came to 
start the car, the key was 
turned in the usual 
fashion, only to have this 
action reciprocated by … 
nothing.  It was then that 
the lack of interior 
lighting was observed, so 
I just sat there for a 
moment and took in the 
darkness and the eerie 
silence and wondered if 
this is what it was like to 
be a spider.  The 
unfortunate thing is that 
the hood had just 
recently been closed, 
providing further proof 
that timing really is 
everything because, as it 
turns out, an open hood 
prevents the car from going into sleep mode, which in 
turn causes the battery to run down quicker.

Now, when presented with a dead battery, the normal 
course of action is to just pop the hood and take it from 
there, but as I was to discover, it's a little more 
complicated when dealing with a Porsche because their 
hood release mechanism is driven by an electric 
actuator, and no electricity from the battery means no 
easy way of opening the hood, which must be done in 
order to gain access to the battery.  I then consulted the 
owner's manual, and in so doing, learned of a 
workaround involving the use of a set of booster cables 
and a donor battery, and to be specific, the process is to 
pull a mini-drawer (of sorts) out from the fuse box and to 
connect it to the positive post of the donor battery and to 
also make a connection from the striker plate to the 
negative post.  Well, even after having done all of this, 
pulling up on the hood-release switch still had no effect, 
not even after triple checking to make sure that 

everything was done correctly and that all connections 
were good.

So the next step was to search the internet, and in so 
doing, it was learned that, at least for Boxsters, one just 
has to remove the passenger-side fender liner in order 
to gain access to a cable that, when pulled, causes the 
hood to open.  My problem was that the Cayman had 
been backed into the garage, with the right side of the 
vehicle positioned no more than an inch from the wall.  
With no apparent alternative, a plan was hatched to 
push the vehicle back and forth, steering all the while in 
a fashion designed to acquire the necessary distance 

from the wall.  I knew 
this wouldn't be easy 
due to the slope of the 
pad (5 inches, front-to-
back) but I was up for it 
because, after all, I once 
managed to single-
handedly get a Trans Am 
going via the push-start 
method, without the aid 
of an incline and while 
wearing dress shoes.  
Unfortunately, this plan 
was quickly scuttled by 
the steering wheel 
locking mechanism, 
which clicked into effect.  
At least something still 
worked.

It was then that the 
necessary emotional 

adjustments were made, meaning that the game face 
was on.  The very next step was to use my Napa racing 
jack to raise the left/front corner of the vehicle to an 
extreme height, and in fact, one that greatly reduced 
the amount of weight placed on both adjoining corners 
of the vehicle.  I then grabbed the raised wheel at 10 
o'clock and 2 o'clock and proceeded with a series of 
extreme whole-body tugs, eventually managing to 
create an ample amount of distance between the 
right/front corner of the vehicle and the wall of the 
garage.  The car was then lowered and I went into the 
house to rest and do more research, at which time it was 
learned that the release cable is located on the driver's 
side where Caymans are concerned.  This one goes 
down as being a learning experience, and learning is 
good.

With my son by my side, efforts were resumed the very 
next day to restore the Porsche to operational status, 

continued on page 11
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By Mark Sawatsky

ATLANTA – May 12, 2011 – Porsche Cars North 
America (PCNA) today announced it will build a 
new headquarters in Atlanta, the city it has 
called home for thirteen years. 

The new complex will be located in the 
“Aerotropolis Atlanta” development site, near 
the brand new International Terminal at 
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International 
Airport. It will be comprised of modern office 
facilities for a workforce that will eventually 
number 400 employees, including a Technical 
Service and Training Center, as well as a 
leading-edge Customer Experience Center that 
will feature a handling road course to show-off 
the capabilities of Porsche’s industry-leading 
vehicles. Groundbreaking is planned for this fall 
with the move-in date scheduled for the second 
half of 2013. 

“The unparalleled nature of the Porsche 
ownership experience absolutely deserves an 
equally unique home. That is what we’ll create 
with our new headquarters – a concept 
completely new to the U.S. automotive industry, 
and one that delivers our brand and product 
experience to our employees, dealers and 
customers alike,” said Detlev von Platen, 
President and CEO of Porsche Cars North 
America.

“Our new American headquarters will allow us 
to finally bring together all our major sales, after 
sales and financial services capacities, thus 
making us an even stronger organization. It also 
sends a strong message to our dealers and our 
customers that we believe in the strength of the 
U.S. market and its future growth,” von Platen 
explained. “At the same time, this decision 
demonstrates our commitment to the State of 
Georgia and the City of Atlanta to remain a vital 
part of this vibrant region.”

The decision to stay in Atlanta was the result of a 
thorough, more than one-year long search and 
evaluation process that spanned metropolitan 
Atlanta and several out-of-state sites. The new 
headquarters will not only be home to PCNA, but 
also to Porsche Financial Services, Inc., and 
Porsche Business Services, Inc. which are both 
currently located in Lisle, Illinois. Other Porsche 
businesses will also be included, building a solid 
foundation for further expansion of Porsche’s 
largest market worldwide.

New headquarters will house nearly all U.S. Porsche colleagues under 
one roof, including a dramatic customer experience center and test track 
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“We welcome the entire Porsche team to 
Atlanta’s newest corporate center, the 
innovative Aerotropolis complex,” said Kasim 
Reed, the mayor of Atlanta. “Porsche’s decision 
to reinforce its roots and grow its next-
generation U.S. headquarters here is a 
testament to the vitality and vibrancy of our city 
and an exciting addition to the many iconic 
brands that also call Atlanta home. The Porsche 
crest will be a perfect welcome sign to greet the 
hundreds of thousands of visitors and guests 
that land each day at the world’s busiest airport 
in Atlanta.”

“There’s no better place to live, work and play 
than Georgia,” stated Nathan Deal, Governor of 
Georgia. “As a 13-year corporate citizen of our 
great state, Georgia-based Porsche employees 
already know that once you have ‘Georgia on 
Your Mind’ it is impossible to let go. Now we look 
forward to extending our famous Southern 
hospitality to the entire Porsche team – and to 
adding an incredible new destination to 
Georgia’s list of ‘must-see’ places.”

With over 25,000 cars sold in 2010, PCNA 
finished last year up 33 percent over the 
previous year. With its new headquarters, a 
dedicated, passionate employee and dealer 
body, and a strong line-up of iconic sports cars, 
a brand new generation of Cayenne SUVs and 
the latest addition to the brand, the Panamera 
Gran Turismo, Porsche is poised for continued 
success in the United States. 
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The MGB differential I had in the car was not going to cut it 
with 300 hp I am hoping to get out of the engine, so I 
started checking E-bay for something more appropriate. I 
wanted a Ford 9” differential because they are plentiful, 
strong and allow easy gear changes. The problem was 
that the MGB is a narrow car and the Ford 9” never came 
in anything narrower than a Mustang. I finally came 
across a fabricated Ford 9” which was only 44” wide from 
flange to flange and it included disc brakes with 4 piston 
aluminum calipers. It came out of a 1000 hp drag car so it 
was a little overkill for my application but  the price was 
right so I bought it.

 Several weeks later the differential arrived and it looked 
fantastic. It had brackets for wheelie bars and a ladder bar 
suspension which had to be removed and it also had a 
heavy and unnecessary gusset welded all the way across 
the back. Using an oxy/acetylene torch and a grinder, I 
cut off all these brackets and welded on the brackets I 
needed for my 4 link suspension. A 4 link suspension is so 
named because it has 4 bars that go from the frame of the 
car to the differential and along with a Panhard bar, hold 
the diff in place. I quickly found that there was no room for 
the Panhard bar which is necessary to keep the 
differential from moving left or right. The answer was to 
go with a triangulated 4 link. By taking the top two bars or 
the bottom two bars and angling them in or out 
(depending on the design) the bars themselves act as a 
lateral location device, replacing the Panhard bar.  I chose 
to angle the top bars inward towards the frame, which is a 

little unconventional but was the most practical with my 
limited space.

After the rear suspension was set in place, it was time to 
start building the floor. I used thin wall ¾” square tubing 
for the framework then welded thin sheet metal between 
them for the actual floor. After doing the whole floor, I 
made a transmission tunnel out of sheet metal. It all 
looked really good but I started to think that I used a lot of 
heavy steel where aluminum would have worked. I didn't 
have any experience with aluminum but couldn't help 
thinking that I was making the car a lot heavier than 
necessary. I grinded off all the welds holding in the floor 
pieces and tunnel, purchased some 20 gauge aluminum 
sheet and started re-doing it all out of the lighter 
material. I got a deal on a sheet metal brake which made 
making the bends in the aluminum so much easier. It took 
some practice but once I got the hang of bending and 
riveting aluminum, I was able to make a really good 
looking floor and firewall. There is a section of aluminum 
between the tranny tunnel and firewall that covers the 
bellhousing and it's a complex curve and beyond what I 
could do with my metal brake. I was pondering this 
problem when I remembered that I had saved the 
aluminum housings from the old sodium lights when 
Speedworld converted to fluorescent lighting. I did some 
quick measuring and found that the curve of the housing 
was exactly right to go between the tunnel and firewall-
what a stroke of luck!

By Mark Sawatsky

The next thing on the agenda was shaving the rain 
channels. These channels are great for keeping rain from 
running across the roof and down onto your head or in the 
window but act as great big wind resistant parachutes. I 
started to grind them off when I realized that MGB used 
them as a joint between the roof panel and the side 
panels and as soon as I started cutting, the roof started to 
peel back like a can of tuna. The metal is really thin, too 
so welding was very, very difficult. I did my best and was 
able to make it look pretty good later during the 
bodywork phase of construction. 



Next up I had to address the issue of 
exhaust. Where was I going to route 
the exhaust? If I run it under the car it 
messes up all the aerodynamics and 
would be really complicated routing it 
over or under the rear axle. I thought I 
could route it beside the driveshaft 
and have it exit just in front of the 
back tires. To this end I purchased 
mandrel bent tubing and collectors so 
I could construct my own headers. I 
spent 6 hours piecing together the 
drivers side header alone. I had 3 
cylinders flow together into a collector 
which then met up with the exhaust 
from the other 3 cylinders on the 
drivers side. I had the whole header 
welded up as much as I could get while 
it was on the car then took it off for 
final welding. I finished all the welding 
and was left with one very 
complicated header and a bad case of 
welders burn on my arms. Then I went 
to put it back on the car and it had 
warped so much from the heat that it 
wouldn't bolt back on. It had become 
the worlds funniest looking boat 
anchor. 

Once I had recovered from the header 
fiasco, I had a good long look at 
exhaust possibilities and finally had an 
epiphany that I could have side exit 
exhaust, like an old school Cobra or 
Viper. Using the stock exhaust 
manifolds, I welded up some curvy 
bits of tubing that routed the exhaust 
along the side of the car and through 
some Dynomax mufflers. It worked 
like a charm and the exhaust sounds 
really good, and is lightweight as a 
bonus.

In part 4 I will tell you about my axle 
problems, rear sway bar and front 
disc brakes. Check out the blog at 
http://ultimatemgbbuild.blogspot.com
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Over the past 10 years that I have been involved with the Porsche Club, the 
most frequently asked question is, “ is it not true that Porsches are cheaper 
in America?” The answer is a qualified, “Yes - maybe”. The reason for this 
non-answer is as follows.

Go back 5 years, and, because of the historical exchange rate between the 
US and Canadian dollar, a new 911 that would sell for $100,000 US in 
America would be listed for $145,000 Cdn north of the border. In the 
intervening years, the value of the Canadian and US dollar has steadily 
converged to the point where the exchange rate now hovers around par 
most of the time. Without much fanfare, Porsche has steadily adjusted its 
pricing for new cars and spares, while always wanting to avoid reacting too 
soon to what might be a temporary blip in the world markets.

So, the bottom line of all this is, if you are temped to buy from the US, read 
the following primer and do the math yourself. You may find that the cost 
benefit is not as large as it first appears. These numbers are for a private 
sale and do not include costs that are the same for both scenarios, such as, 
PST, Safety Certificate, Insurance, etc. 

* This includes cars that were previously imported into Canada from the 
US or Europe.

NOW FOR THE FINE PRINT:

This comparison is my opinion of what you need to consider when you 
evaluate importing a car from the US. Many of the dollar values are my 
guess or estimate. You should check out all the facts, get your own 
numbers, and do the math yourself. Most important, be absolutely sure 
that the car that you are planning to import is approved according to the 
RIV list.

If you disagree with anything I have written, and feel so motivated, please 
send a letter to the Red River Ramblings Editor at: 

 so that it can be published for all to see. 
Don't send it to me.

Malcolm Hinds,

Membership Chair

Newsletter@RedRiverPCA.org

Where to Buy a Used Porsche
Canada or the USA?



July 24th Porsche Night at Pony Corral At Grant Park Shopping Centre
Starts at 6:00 p.m. and goes to about 9:00 p.m. 

July 30 & 31 Autoslalom St. Andrew's Airport (Winnipeg Sports Car Club – non PCA event)

Details: 

August 3 General Meeting  Zax Drive Inn
1184 Portage Avenue
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Dinner
7:00 p.m. Meeting called to order
Cost: Menu prices ($5-$10)

Come out and meet some fellow Porsche Enthusiasts for dinner and a 
brief membership meeting!  Each meeting is followed by a cruise to a 
mystery location (usually for ice cream or coffee).  Our summer meetings 
are popular events where you can catch up with old friends or make new 
ones.

August 6 Autoslalom Gimli Motorsports Park (Winnipeg Sports Car Club – non PCA event)

Details: 

August 7 TSD Rally TBD

August 14 Pool Party Pool party at Malcolm Hinds’ house.
Watch your email for more details.
RSVP Malcolm at -  

www.wscc.mb.ca

www.wscc.mb.ca

membership@redriverpca.org

10
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with the plan being to remove the left/front wheel followed by the liner and then to pull the 
hood-release cable and then to put everything back together, after which time I would charge 
the battery (as much as possible) and then boost it and drive it to Auto Haus, but then it was 
realized that a locking lug nut was involved, which would require the unique/specialized lug 
nut key, which was located in the tool box, which was located under the hood.  A quick re-
assessment of the situation served only to bolster the belief that something had to be done 
about that wheel in order to gain access to the liner/cable.  All seemed lost, but then my son 
recommended that we just raise the vehicle and allow the wheel to drop down as much as 
possible, and although things were tight, this method did allow us to remove the liner and to 
then locate the cable.  I have to say that pulling on that cable was quite unnerving and 
required quite a bit of force, but the sound of a popping hood-release mechanism never 
sounded so sweet.  From there, everything went according to plan, and there was no labour 
charge for the installation because my visit coincided with their free clinic.

And that's my dead battery story. Darren Rebillard

“The Porsche Whisperer” continued from page 5

August 20 Autoslalom Level II School St. Andrew's Airport (Winnipeg Sports Car Club – non PCA event)

Details: 

August 20 Dinner Cruise Rembrandt's Restaurant Lockport (confirmed)
1 Wellink Drive – Lockport MB
5:30 p.m. Depart from Mountain Bean Coffee (2001 Henderson Highway)
6:00 Dinner

Cost: Menu  

Rembrandt's Bistro and Conference Centre is located in the picturesque town of 
Lockport at 1 Wellink Drive, just off Highway 44. Come discover the perfect union of 
beautiful rural surroundings and thoughtful service. Guests are treated to an 
enchanting world of European warmth and divine elegance. Parking is free in our 
ample and spacious parking lot!

August 21 Autoslalom St. Andrew's Airport (Winnipeg Sports Car Club – non PCA event)

Details: 

Sept 7 General Meeting Zax Drive Inn
1184 Portage Avenue
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Dinner
7:00 p.m. Meeting called to order
Cost: Menu prices ($5-10)

Come out and meet some fellow Porsche Enthusiasts for dinner and a brief 
membership meeting!  Each meeting is followed by a cruise to a mystery location 
(usually for ice cream or coffee).  Our summer meetings are popular events where you 
can catch up with old friends or make new ones.

www.wscc.mb.ca

www.rembrandtbistro.com

www.wscc.mb.ca
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ATLANTA – April 28, 2011 --- The 911 GT3 RS, one of 
Porsche’s most popular, coveted and successful track-
inspired production cars, has been given a final, thrilling 
injection of thoroughbred motorsport technology resulting 
in the 2011 Porsche 911 GT3 RS 4.0. Limited to 600 
vehicles worldwide, the 911 GT3 RS 4.0 brings together in a 
sports car the attributes that have made the Porsche 911 
GT3 a consistent winner on the race track. 

The motorsport-derived 4.0-liter engine, already the 
highest displacement 911 engine ever, also features the 
highest per-liter output -- 125 horsepower (hp) per liter -- 
from a naturally aspirated Porsche flat-six engine. The 
engine uses forged pistons, the connecting rods are 
fashioned from titanium, and the crankshaft has been lifted 
unchanged from the 911 GT3 RSR race car. It achieves its 
maximum power of 500 hp at 8,250 rpm. Maximum torque 
of 339 ft/lbs is reached at 5,750 rpm.

The 911 GT3 RS 4.0 offers truly impressive performance, 
lapping the famed Nürburgring-Nordschleife in 7 minutes 
and 27 seconds. Available exclusively with a six-speed 
manual transmission, the 911 GT3 RS 4.0 sprints from 0 to 
60 mph in only 3.8 seconds, and with its gearing designed 
for the race circuit it reaches the 124 mph mark on the race 
track in under 12 seconds.

The 911 GT3 RS 4.0’s outstanding driving dynamics come 
from numerous, meticulously coordinated details. In 
addition to using suspension components typically 
encountered in motor racing, weight reduction is also of 
supreme importance. Equipped as standard with 
lightweight components such as light but strong carbon 
fiber sport bucket seats, carbon fiber front fenders and 
luggage compartment lid, and weight-optimized carpets, 
the two-seater’s ready-for-action weight is just 2,998 lbs 
with a full fuel tank. The 911 GT3 RS 4.0’s power-to-weight 
ratio is 5.99 lbs/hp. 

This limited edition 911 is painted Carrara White as 
standard and emphasizes its proximity to motor racing by 
its dynamic appearance. Signature characteristics are the 
wide track, the low vehicle position, the large rear wing 
with side plates, central twin tailpipe, and the 
aerodynamically optimized body. Air deflection vanes 
mounted on either side of the front bumper – called ‘flics’ or 
dive planes – make their first appearance on a production 
Porsche. They create increased downforce on the front 
axle, and together with the steeply inclined rear wing, 
provide aerodynamics on par with its performance 
capabilities. As a result, at the 193 mph top track speed, 
aerodynamic forces exert an additional 426 lbs of 
downforce, thus pushing the 911 GT3 RS 4.0 onto the road. 

With a manufacturer’s suggested retail price starting at 
$185,000 (excluding destination), the new Porsche 911 
GT3 RS 4.0 goes on sale in the United States in late 2011.
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June 4th Autoslalom at Spring's Church
See events page for future autoslalon events.
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Photos by Ray L’Arrivee

A very interesting 
man and his even 

more interesting 
motorized bicycle 

outside of the Half 
Moon.

Our dinner cruise 
began at 

Mountain Bean 
Coffee on 

Henderson 
Highway.

June 4th
Dinner Cruise
to Half Moon

June 4th
Dinner Cruise
to Half Moon

June 5th
Charity Show and Shine
at Auto Haus (VW Porsche)

June 5th
Charity Show and Shine
at Auto Haus (VW Porsche)
Sunburns aside, it was a day of hot sun and even hotter cars (not to 
mention free hotdogs!). The Show and Shine at Auto Haus (VW 
Porsche) was a charity fund-raising event with all proceeds going to the 
St. Amant Centre. Volkswagons and Porsches alike were on display on 
the Auto Haus lot for the viewing pleasure of all in attendance. A number 
of Porsche owners (all PCA Members) received awards in different 
categories (see captions) .

Darren Rebillard, 
“Concourse” award winner 

for his 2006 Cayman S

Geoff Reimche, 
“Water Cooled” 
award winner for his 
1986, 944 Turbo

Tim Woelk, “Air Cooled” 
award winner for his 

1980, 911 SC

Some of the 
Volkswagons on display.

Malcolm Hinds working his 
recruiting magic.

Briget and Mark Sawatsky’s 
“Hot Wheels” Bug. A Show 

and Shine favourite.

A great turn-out by PCA 
members.

Photos by Ray L’Arrivee

PCA members 
enjoy the great food 

and 50’s 
atmosphere of Half 
Moon restaurant in 

Lockport, Manitoba.

A busy night at 
the Half Moon.



*some restrictions apply, see website for details. www.speedworld.ca

575 C Berry Street,
Winnipeg, MB

204-774-KART (5278)

Valid Monday - Thursday
noon to midnight!
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FREE BEER! Members of Red River PCA were treated to a 
tour of Half Pints Brewery on May 7th. Half Pints Brewery 
is located at 550 Roseberry Street in St. James and brews 
a variety of specialty beers. Our tour guide, Chris Young 
walked us through all the various steps that are required 
to brew the perfect beer. From selecting imported and 
domestic hops and barley to the brewing process and 
finally to bottling and distribution. Did I mention FREE 
BEER. Throughout the tour, Chris would introduce us to a 
yet another one of Half Pints beers. From “St. James Pale 
Ale”, a medium bodied blonde brew, to “Bulldog Amber 

Ale”, “Little Scrapper India Pale Ale” and “Stir Stick Stout” 
which is brewed with coffee. Needless to say, we all had a 
good time. Thank you Chris for a very informative and 

entertaining tour of Half Pints Brewery. Chris 
also mentioned that our group was the largest 
to date to tour Half Pints. So hats off, or should 
I say, cheers, to Red River PCA members for a 
great turn out.

Ray L’Arrivee

Chris Young welcomes PCA members.



Our trip to Minneapolis over May 
long weekend was an interesting 
one! Lloyd took the Porsche into 
EuroCars, Steph found the 
problem, fixed it, and the car was 
running like a charm! So we 
decided to drive it to Minneapolis. 
We stayed right downtown which 
we found was a very quiet part of 
the city - I guess everyone wants to 
be near the Mall of America. 

But we had come to see the King Tut 
exhibit at the Science Museum of 
Minnesota, a National Geographic sponsored exhibit which 
we had heard about and, especially after having our 
Egyptian themed Halloween party 3 years ago, we were 
curious to see.  The exhibit had 100 genuine, 3,000 -4,000 
year old artifacts which were situated in 'halls', leading us 
through a timeline of some of the dynasties that existed 
from about 1500– 1200 BC, and showing some of the most 
beautiful art and sculptures from those times. The hall of 
King Akhenaten contained a colossal stone carving bust of 
the Pharaoh that I couldn't begin to guess the weight of!  In 
the last hall, King Tut's tomb was shown in a life size 
photograph and many of the pieces in the photo were right 
there in front of us – lots of exquisite jewelry, a bed, a chair, 
a wooden (!) jewelry chest, a pair of solid gold sandals, 
canopic jars containing his organs – and the majority were 
either inlaid or made with gold. We then entered the last 
room that showed an exact replica of Tutankhamen's 
mummy, all 5 feet of it (people were pretty short back 
then), and a short movie of the discovery of his tomb. My 
biggest surprise was the different sizes of the famous 
pieces that were shown in books and magazines. In pictures 
you can never tell how big or small something is, and I was 
amazed at the array of sizes. Follow this link for more info:  
King Tut

On Sunday we left Minneapolis and proceeded to 
Albertville, where we spent the day and the next morning 
finding all kinds of great shopping deals. 

We left Albertville and our next stop was Fargo. Moorhead, 
really, which is just over the border in Minnesota. We 
dropped in on one of our friends, Greg Adams, who had 
shown that region's hospitality at last year's Fargo 
weekend. You might recall from the June or July 2010 
newsletter that this was the generous person who had 
opened his shop to us, fed us, and fixed Ray's car enough so 
Ray could get it home the next day. You might also recall 
that the shop was full of cars that were mostly Porsches.

Greg had told us that he was interested in selling some of 
his cars so we stopped at his shop, and I took some pictures 
of the ones he wants to sell. We visited for a bit longer and 
then we were on our way again, stopping long enough to 
have a nice dinner, waiting in line for an hour to cross the 
border, and arriving home at 1130p. All in all, we had a 
great trip that was overdue in materializing, we learned 
more about the history of Egypt (a fascinating country!), 
and we visited one of our American friends!

Yvonne & Lloyd 
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Views from the Museum
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Success Story:
15 Years of The Porsche

Mid-Engine
Model Line

More than 300,000
Porsche Boxster,
Caymans built

ATLANTA – June 22, 2011 – A nice round number 
to celebrate the birthday: Almost 15 years to the 
month after production began, the Porsche 
Boxster, together with its sister model, the 
Cayman, exceeded the 300,000 mark for the 
number of vehicles built. With its timeless 
attractiveness, this two-seat, mid-engine 
Porsche design has what it takes to make yet 
another sports car icon. To mark the anniversary, 
a Boxster Spyder with Platinum Silver metallic 
finish and Carrera red natural leather interior 
trim will roll off the Stuttgart-Zuffenhausen 
production line in June, destined for a customer 
in Germany.

There are solid reasons for this long-standing 
success: The Boxster and Cayman are 
continuously developed based on a meticulous 
mid-engine concept and are therefore deemed 
to set the standard for sports cars of their class. 
In the important export market of the United 
States, this is the tenth year that they have been 
ranked among the “10 Best” vehicles by Car and 
Driver Magazine and occupy second and third 
place in Germany as the vehicles that hold their 
value the best, hot on the heels of the 911.

The Boxster’s origins testify to the typical 
Porsche blend of capability, courage and 
farsightedness. In the economically challenging 
times of the early 1990’s, the company decided 
to go onto the offensive and unveiled the classic 
mid-engine roadster concept at the 1993 Detroit 
Motor Show. In its design language, the show car 
was reminiscent of the 356 No. 1 and the 550 
Spyder. The overwhelming public response 
clinched the decision to proceed to series 
production of the Boxster, which began in the 
summer of 1996, and introduced as a 1997 
model.

Dynamic lines, outstanding performance and an 
attractive price quickly catapulted the mid-
engine sports car onto the bestseller list while 
attracting new customers to Porsche. To put the 
successful concept on a broader stage, Porsche 
also developed a Coupe based on the open-
topped, two-seater roadster that made its world 
debut at the 2005 IAA Frankfurt Motor Show as 
the Cayman. The enormous demand resulted in 
the Boxster and Cayman being built at Valmet 
Automotive in Finland in addition to 
Zuffenhausen. 

The model range currently comprises the four 
open-topped variants, the Boxster, Boxster S, 
Boxster S Black Edition and Boxster Spyder. 
These are complemented by the Cayman, 
Cayman S, Cayman S Black Edition and Cayman 
R Coupes.

The engine variants for the two model lines 
range between 255 hp and 330 hp thanks to 
Porsche Intel l igent Performance fuel 
consumption is rated as high as 29 MPG highway.
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CLASSIFIED ADS



1987 Porsche 944, 5 speed, 110K miles. Stored 
underground in winter 
under custom cover. 
Properly maintained. 
New tires and clutch in 
2010, AM-FM cassette. 
$5,000   Contact Dave 
896-5046 
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Porsche CR-210 AM/FM/CD/MP3/Sat 
Discontinued Porsche Part #: 993 645 117 01 
Fits the following Porsche models: 1997-2004 
Boxster, 1994-1998 911 (all series), 1999-2005 
911 (all series)  This could be the only NEW unit 
for sale anywhere right now. Includes:  1. Original 
box.  2. Interface for 6-disc CD changer.  3. Plug 
and play factory radio head with use of all existing 
connectors. 4. LCD display.  5. Removable face-
plate.  
6. The factory storage/pocket case for the head (which prevents theft & pro-
tects the head when removed).  7. Upgradable by BECKER to include an 
MP3 connection port.  This is the real deal for those who want the factory look 
due to damage, theft, vandalism or for restoration or repair. Or perhaps it just 
stopped working. Once your head dies, it is likely not repairable and this is 
the exact replacement you need. Upgradable, this unit can also be modified 
by Becker (the manufacturer and supplier for Porsche audio decks) to allow 
for MP3, Satellite radio, and other auxiliary audio plug-in devices. This unit is 
NEW in the original box and includes the storage case for the removable 
radio head which is often missing. Long since discontinued, this one fits 
where it belongs and is OEM. $399 
Be sure to request the complete list of all Porsche parts for sale. Call Kevin at 
254-5178 or email: porscheclub@mac.com 

40th Anniversary Porsche 911 (1974-
2003) Storm-Proof Car Cover with stor-
age bag (which doubles as a duffle bag or 
travel carry-on) & locking cable. Never 
used. Another great item from Porsche's 
Premier Tequipment line. No longer avail-
able from Porsche. This car cover fits like 
a glove over your Porsche 911 and boldly 
displays the Porsche name and crest on 
the front of the cover and has special strip-
ping along the bottom perimeter in honor 
of the 40th anniversary celebration. Get it now for year-round storage, for tem-
porary protection while the convertible top is down, or simply as a dust cover. 
Can be used on smaller Porsches as well such as the 914, 944 and Boxster. 
$299 in original box and storage bag. Call Kevin at: 254-5178 or email any-
time: porscheclub@mac.com. For a complete list of all Porsche items, just 
ask and it will be made available for you to browse through.

CLASSIFIED ADS

To place an ad, contact newsletter@redriverpca.org 

AUTOS FOR SALE

PYROTECT Helmut, Collar & Balaclava, BELL 
Gloves (Professional Driving Gear) Top Brand 
Name Professional Racing Driving Gear. Great for 
hi-speed motor sports such as: professional 
karting, ATV, motorcycling, snowmobiling, rally 
driving, autocross events or even DE classes.  
Protect your head and neck during these extreme 
sports with the same gear the professionals use. 
All of the following for one price of $499:  
1. Pyrotect Snell-SA2000 white full-face helmut.  
2. Pyrotect removable clear visor.  3. Pyrotect red 

racing neck collar.  4. Bell Jr. Drag 2-layer black racing gloves.  5. 
Pyrotect Balaclava.  6. Race red/black storage/carry bag for all 
above listed items (thrown in for FREE). All new items are boxed in 
original packaging and I'll even throw in the professional race duffle 
/ storage / carry bag. REMEMBER: You get ALL SIX race-ready high-
performance driving gear items for this one price. Additional photos 
showing all items are available upon request.
Contact Kevin: porscheclub@mac.com or call 254-5178. 

PARTS & ACCESSORIES

3-Axis Accelerometer Performance 
Meter  ... BRAND NEW sealed box ...
For on-road or off-road cars, karts, bikes & 
ATV's.  $149.99 & No taxes to pay. Check out 
the features of this unit:
1. WORLD'S ONLY cordless performance 
meter.  2. World's SMALLEST most compact 
performance meter.  3. 3-Axis (x,y,z) 
measurements for greater accuracy.  4. 
Faster refresh rate plus automatic re-calibration with each start.  5. 
No programming required.  6. Large backlit LCD display.  7. 
Windshield mount (no cords).  This is the hottest little unit for 
measuring all critical aspects of any driver event, whether it be 
autocross, rally or just plain seeing what kind of power, cornering 
and braking ability your car has. Here you get the real numbers you 
can brag about. Measures: 1. 0-60,  2. 1/4 Mile (time & speed),  3. 
Braking force,  4. G-Force,  5. Horsepower. The cordless feature 
makes it easy to use in several different vehicles on the same day 
and at the same event. Contact Kevin: porscheclub@mac.com or 
call 254-5178 

PORSCHE Wind Jacket, baught new 
in 1995. Never worn - Large $300.00    
Call Karl  -  832-5324

2001 FIA Formula One (Michael 
Schumacher Limited Edition—18" x 
24") Lithograph Art Limited Edition Print 
#22 of 250 titled: "IN THE GROOVE" 
...by automotive artist: Dave Austin. In 
new condition as received from the artist in 
2003 still in shrink-wrap. This print was 

produced utilizing offset lithography and all plates used in the 
production process have been destroyed (so no other copies can be 
made.) The artist personally both inspected and approved and then 
numbered and signed the print in addition to the original master 
signature on the artwork.  Includes the "Authentication of Edition" 
document on the back with all information stated in the paragraph 
above. This is a rare collectible print of Michael Schumacher's 
Formula One race car "in the groove".  Now only $99. Call Kevin @ 
254-5178 or email: porscheclub@mac.com

1981, 911SC for sale. 3L air cooled. Immaculate condition inside and out. All 
service records. Too many features to list. Serious buyers only. $40,000    
Call Karl - 832-5324

1987 Porsche 944S. 16 valve 200 hp engine, 5 speed. Power 
everything.  Lighter & more nimble than any new GT sports car.  
$6,600 or best offer. Recently replaced windshield, timing belts, 
water pump, and brakes. Call David at 204-269-0019



ZONE 10 REP

zone10rep@yahoo.com

Doug Pierce

913-897-5444

RED RIVER REGION CALENDAR of LOCAL EVENTS

If you have an article and or photos you would like to submit for publication in Red River Ramblings,
please contact Ray L’Arrivee, Editor at newsletter@redriverpca.org

For questions about any event in this calendar, please email events@redriverpca.org

As you plan a vacation or a business trip, look for a local PCA event there before you leave.
IT IS ALL THE SAME CLUB; FEEL FREE TO SAY HI & JOIN IN

SEE THE PCA WEBS ANY
CONTACT INFORMATION ON ANY OUT OF  TOWN PCA EVENT www.pca.org

ITE FOR   EVENTS FURTHER AFIELD

Upcoming events will also 
be posted on our region 
website - redriverpca.org

Next club meetings:
(Zax Drive Inn, 1184 Portage Avenue) - 7:00 p.m. Wed., August 3rd, 2011

(Zax Drive Inn, 1184 Portage Avenue) - 7:00 p.m. Wed., September 7th, 2011
Please feel free to join us earlier for or refreshments before the meeting begins.

Too many events to list!
See pages 10 & 11

Librarian
Lloyd Richardson

LRichardson@towereng.ca

Doug Pierce (Kansas), 913-897-5444,
zone10rep@yahoo.com

Membership
Malcolm Hinds
(204) 488-9622
membership@redriverpca.org
MEMBERSHIP ISSUES

Vice-President
Brian Hanson

(204) 470-1363
brian_hanson@mts.net

Secretary
Geoff Reimche
(204) 803-7040

944guy@gmail.com

Past President
Tobias Theobald
1985944@mts.net

Treasurer
Yvonne Friesen
yvonnef@mts.net

Webmaster
Mike Shaver
webmaster@redriverpca.org
WEBSITE ISSUES

President
Briget Sawatsky
brigetsawatsky@gmail.com
MEETINGS AND
ORGANIZATION OF THE CLUB

Moving Car
Mark Sawatsky

marksawatsky@gmail.com


