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THE HOTEL FORT GARRY
ICY COPPER ROOF FROM ABOVE ON A BITTER COLD MORNING.
See Page 21 to 23
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New adjustable 944 suspension, coilovers, Konis, used heavy sway-bar,
new pads and dash cap $1200 OBO Mike 204-848 7582
Porsche 928 rear bumper lettering. Each large letter
(P-O-R-S-C-H-E) fits into the embossed script lettering in the bumper as if it were a factory original. This
ALL-WEATHER designer set comes in two different
colors to match almost any color bumper. Silver or
black. Adds an OEM look you see in newer car models today. Photos available upon request. $50. porscheclub@mac.com. Kevin. 254-5178.
Porsche Tequipment TrafficPro satellite navigation system for the 993,
996 and 986 Boxster (1995-2002). Brand new item in the box with navigation CD's and GPS antenna. This is a plug and play with removal of factory
radio unit and use of all existing connectors. Route guidance information is
delivered visually on the dot-matrix display as well as in the form of voice
output via the standard audio speakers. This unit triples as a radio/CD/
Navigation system. Long since discontinued, dealer list was: $1,421.33
USD. Porsche part #: 000-044-900-78. Now only $599 which is competitive
with high end aftermarket units which stick to the windshield. This one fits
where it belongs and is OEM. Call Kevin @ 254-5178 or email: porscheclub@mac.com
Pirelli tires (225 45 ZR 17). Pair of two. Bridgestone S-03 Pole Position
tires (285 30 ZR 18). Pair of two. Tires have even wear and are still useable
for street or track use at a fraction of replacement value. $99 for each pair.
Email porscheclub@mac.com or call Kevin @ 254-5178.
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ANY OF THE CLUB’S
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Porsche Silver and Gold Crests. Brand new. For use on
steering wheel, dash, door sill, side fender, center cap on
wheel . 1/3rd the cost of new from Porsche. $30 each. Contact Kevin @ 254-5178 or email: porscheclub@mac.com
944 Parts less than on eBay… 1983 to 87. Call with your needs.
944 Reflector panel, goes between (and matches) Tail lights. $25 says
“TURBO” Call David, 269-0019

To advertise here contact newsletter@redriverpca.org If you
are a Member, you can advertise Porsches and car-stuff free.
Don’t forget CARS WANTED and ITEMS WANTED are
topics you might want to post in.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
1999 BOXSTER. Arena Red; grey leather
interior; grey top. 5-speed Tiptronic. Many
factory options. Excellent condition. Second
owner. All records since new. Nonsmoking car.
Stored winters. New tires & battery. Asking
$19,950 certified. Call Malcolm at 488-9622.
FOR SALE: 1987 944S White/ tan still has
the 16” rims supplied when new; 5 speed;16
valve 188 hp engine; power leather seats; icecold AC, converted to R134a. New clutch and
various oil-seals. CD stereo; Power
everything (?). Factory tool kit, aluminum jack,
OEM spare and 12v air compressor etc. Over
1000 km on an 80 L tankful! Never crashed.
No rust ever (all galvanized steel) Valid safety
inspection; a joy to drive $8800 or offer David at 917guy@gmail.com
1986 944. Kalahari/dk brown. Runs good but could
use some tlc which I was planning on doing this
winter. I have some replacement/upgrade parts
already that will be included such as cap/rotor/
suspension, etc. $5900.00 obo reply to
944guy@gmail.com

MODELS
Porsche Carrera GT gigantic 1:10 scale radio control model. Brand
New. All batteries included. Working lights and authentic sounds.
Guards red with chrome-like one-piece wheels.
No longer available. New in box. $150. Kevin. 254-5178
Porsche 959, 1:18 scale collectors model, metallic white with burgundy
interior and trademark 959 triple-stripe on seats. Brand new in original
box, discontinued years ago. This is serial no. 0001 so it is ultra-rare.
$250. Kevin. 254-5178
Porsche Carrera GT, 1:18 scale collectors model in classic guards red.
Detailed see-through/lid-lift engine bay and independent suspension with
yellow PCCB brakes. Brand new in original box. $125. Kevin. 254-5178

42

3

RED RIVER REGION CALENDAR of LOCAL EVENTS
Date
January 7
February 4
February 7
March 4
March 7

Event
Meeting at Grapes Leon Center
Meeting at Grapes Leon Center
Easy TSD Rally
Meeting at Grapes Leon Center
TSD rally, multi-Lap

Contact
Tobias
Tobias
David
Tobias
David

Continental Airlines to test biofuel-2
The fuel used in one of the two CFM engines during the demonstration flight will
be a blend of 50% traditional jet fuel, and 50% biofuel from algae and jatropha.

For questions about any event in this calendar, please email
events@redriverpca.org or the Host as listed on page 2

Operating under a specially-issued "Experimental" aircraft type certificate, the
aircraft will be crewed by Continental test pilots. With no passengers on board,
the flight test plan calls for operating the No. 2 (right) engine on the special biofuel
blend, including power accelerations/decelerations, in-flight engine shut-down and
restart and other flight maneuvers that include both normal and non-normal procedures.

SEE THE PCA WEBSITE FOR EVENTS FURTHER AFIELD
CONTACT INFORMATION ON ANY OUT OF TOWN PCA EVENT
www.pca.org

Numerous flight parameters will be recorded, and a post-flight engine analysis will
contribute to findings which are expected to show that the biofuel blend is readily
substitutable for regular fuel without any degradation of performance or safety,
and with a net reduction in carbon emissions.

As you plan a vacation or a business trip,
look for a local PCA event there before you leave.

IT IS ALL THE SAME CLUB; FEEL FREE TO SAY HI & JOIN IN
Put January 17-18 and 24-25 on your new Calendars:

Ice Racing Returns to Winnipeg and Minnesota
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Continental, Boeing, UOP and CFM have worked together for more than nine
months on the research, production and testing of the biofuel, including laboratory
and ground-based jet engine performance testing to ensure compliance with stringent aviation fuel performance and safety requirements.
From renewableenergyfocus.com
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Yokohama
Pony
EuroCars
Dias Auto
CanadianSuperShops
Castrol
Auto Haus

IF YOU HAVE NOT
TRIED THE NEW

PCA.ORG
FEATURES, PLAN TO
SPEND A FEW MINUTES
EXPLORING ONLINE.
YOU WILL BE AMAZED!
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PCA ZONE 10 CALENDAR
Update 12/15/2008
JANUARY 2009
10
17
24
31

Holiday Party
Region 50th Anniversary/Holiday Party
Region 50th Anniversary Party
Changing of the Guard dinner

GreatPlains
Nord Stern
St. Louis
Kansas City

For detailed information about listed events, see the respective Region’s
website or the PCA National website at www.pca.org.

NOT A PCA MEMBER?
GO TO PCA.ORG, AND
SIGN UP TO RED RIVER REGION.
IT WILL COST YOU ONLY $42US.
YOUR GET SO MUCH! ASK ANY OF US!
ADDRESS CHANGE?
CONTACT VU NGUYEN AT PCA
admin@pca.org
and MALCOLM HINDS in our Region at
membership@redriverpca.org

Continental Airlines to test biofuel
HOUSTON, TEXAS, USA, December 15, 2008. Continental Airlines has announced plans for the first biofuel-powered demonstration flight of a US commercial airliner, to be conducted in Houston in January 2009.
The demonstration flight, which will be operated with no passengers, will be powered by a special fuel blend including components derived from algae and jatropha.
Continental has partnered with Boeing; CFM International, a 50/50 joint company
of General Electric Company and Snecma; refining technology developer UOP, a
Honeywell company; and oil providers Sapphire Energy (algae) and Terrasol
(jatropha).
The demonstration flight could be the first biofuel flight by a commercial carrier using algae as a fuel source and the first using a two-engine aircraft, a Boeing 737800 equipped with CFM International CFM56-7B engines.
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Except for otherwise-attributed material,
all photos and text in this issue produced by
V. Poirier & D. Grant. I hope you enjoyed them.
Views expressed are those of the authors,
not PCA or Red River Region.
Member contributions are most welcome
for next time!
Copyright 2009 David Grant, Editor
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NEARBY CAR RACING …

ON I C E

It gets cold here. Mostly that is a challenge to us. It does give
us a few advantages. One of those is that we have a long icefishing season. Another is that even when it is too warm elsewhere, it is always cold enough for ice racing on Manitoba’s
lakes and rivers. If you have never seen this spectacle, you
should try to fit it into your schedule at least once.
It is very entertaining. There is no entry fee to watch– just sign
the waiver and you are in! You will get to see the cars being prepared to race. You can get to know the racers. If you like, they
might take you out on the ice after the racing is over.
Any other questions?
There will also be ice autocross events. Like our summer autocrosses, but on ice. Details? ask Mark S or me! DAVID
Mazenod Rd S of Dugald Rd.in Wpg
Brainerd Int. Raceway 5.5h south in MN
St.Malo Prov Park, 1h south on hwy59

Jan. 17-18, Feb. 1
January 24-25
Feb. 14-15, Mar 1

AUTOMATIC HEADLIGHT AIMING
Adaptive headlights adjust their aim based on the pitch of the vehicle and are a potential application for MEMS accelerometers and gyroscopes. You can find more
on this at: http://www.sensorsmag.com/sensors/article/articleDetail.jsp?id=557036
High-intensity discharge (HID) headlights improve the safety of night driving by projecting light further down the road and increasing the time available for reaction to
problems. Typical HID systems project up to 3,500 lumens, while older halogen systems produce a maximum of 2,100 lumens.
Although HID headlights improve the safety of night driving for users, they can
cause glare and can (briefly) blind the driver of an oncoming vehicle on any twolane road. This makes it more difficult for approaching drivers to identify pedestrians
and other road hazards. For example, four percent of respondents to a survey cited
glare as contributing to their accident [1]; the problem can often be worse for older
people or anyone with a vision impairment.
Since 1998, the ECE-Regulation R48 requires the compensation of vehicle inclination caused by different loading conditions. The purpose of this regulation is to prevent the headlight glare for oncoming traffic and to ensure an optimum range of illumination. Glare countermeasures include adaptive headlights where the aim of
headlights is compensated depending on the pitch of the vehicle.
This article looks at the requirements of sensor systems for measuring tilt and pitch,
for those in use now and for possible future MEMS-based systems. It also includes
discussion of design issues facing the sensor interface electronics

FUEL SEPARATION
SILENT KILLER IN THESE DAYS OF GASOHOL
Our Provincial government decided a year ago to force all gasoline retailers
to put an average of at least 8% ethanol in all our gasoline a while back. This
increases the amount of fuel you need for a given trip by 5 to 10%. It also
makes your car vulnerable to fuel separation.
In the old days (up to 2007) when water got into an underground gasoline
storage tank, it sat on the tank bottom. Every day or so, the gas station manager dipped in a wooden stick with a bit of paste smeared on the end. If there
was an inch of water, the tip of the stick turned red. If the water layer was
deeper, the station would have the water pumped out. Now, any water that
gets in dissolves in the fuel. Your car pumps this to the engine, which cannot run on it, and stalls. For the moment, neither retailers nor the Mb government is watching the water concentration in retail fuel.
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For the safety of all of us, they should be.

David
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MATT DRURY PIC

OLD CAR FOR SALE by family of prior owner
1937 Bugatti found in 2007, after gathering dust for 47 years.
http://www.bugatti.com/en/tradition/bugatti-models/t57.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/tyne/7807210.stm

BBC PIC
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President’s Column
Frohes Neues Jahr!
Happy New Year!
I hope all of you had a safe and wonderful holiday season. With another
year under our belt, we start with a clean slate. Another year that is, at
this point in time, an unwritten chapter in the story of our Club. This
chapter will however be an important one. 2009 marks our 10 Year anniversary as part of the Porsche Club of America. I hope 2009 will see our
club exceed 100 members. I also hope that we will have a year filled
with new and exciting events.
The first event to take note of is the World of Wheels, which rolls into
town on March 27th. Lloyd Richardson is coordinating this project, and
If you want to help make this happen, please contact him.
We are also working on a few other ideas for this year, so stay tuned for
more info as the year ramps up. If you have some time to help with
events or anything else, please let me, or another board member know.
We are always looking for volunteers, and often the jobs don’t require a
significant amount to time.
I will have more details in the coming months. I look forward to 2009,
and hope you do too!

-Tobias

2. The bore of the oil passage is a bit
smaller than 0.50”. I used a 1/2”UNF
tap to thread this bore, right out the
far end. I then made a 1/2”UNF aluminum plug, with a hex on one end.
This can be driven from the inside end
with some sealant to close the passage.
3. I then cut a new oil channel between the oil relief passage and the
line providing oil to the pressure pump
from the oil tank. I considered using a
drill from the outside, and plugging the
outer portion of this new hole. I chose
instead to use an end-mill in an electric drill, from the oil-pump end of the
passage that supplies oil to the pressure pump. The new passage is a
little over 50 square mm in size. I
now need to re-wash the crankcase. I
had cleaned all the oil and so on from
it before winter hit. See the article in
the December 2008 issue. Now I will
have to wash away lots of tiny magnesium slivers.
4. Now I am free to add a pair of very
big gears to my pressure pump.

Red River Region

MEMBERSHIP Report
2009 January 1
Primary Members: 89; Affiliates: 58; Total: 147
Welcome to our new members:

Gordon Kirkwood & Tannis - 2003 Carrera 4S
Mark Slotta - 2006 Carrera C4S
Cameron Straub & Melissa - 2002 Boxster
Bradley Wladyka & Jane Emslie - 1997 Boxster
Michael Mitchell – 2001 Boxster
If you know, or see, someone with a Porsche,
urge him or her to join our club.
CONTACT: Malcolm, Membership Chair
Tel: 488-9622 E-mail: PorscheMB@aol.com
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REDIRECTING THE OIL RELIEF OUTLET IN AN EARLY 911
History of 911 oil pumps: Racecar technology had adopted dry sump oiling by
the time Porsche designed the 911 series 45 years ago. In this system, the oil
is sucked out of the bottom of the engine into a separate tank. It is then drawn
from the bottom of this tank into the pressure pump which supplies the engine’s
bearings and so on. In this way, the pressure pump never runs dry, and cooling
and filtering can be done on the ‘scavenge’ side. The 911 remains is one of
very few dry sump oil systems in a mass produced engine.
The earliest 911 engines had a 36 mm pressure gear and a 65 mm scavenge
section. With the 3 liter engine about 30 years ago, the pressure section became 43 mm long, and the scavenge became 58 and the pump did not grow
overall. In about the same year, the 911 engine used in the Indy car used a 51
mm pressure section, a 51 scavenge from the right rear corner, and another 51
mm scavenge from the middle of the sump. The 12 cylinder engines, in comparison, used a scavenge pump in each or its 4 corners on the cam housings,
and a pair of pumps sucking from the sump. Starting in 1971, the 911 engine
got 6 squirters to cool the pistons with oil. As the cams and pistons got more
oil-cooling, and bearings got a bit smaller, the engine needed more pressure
AND more volume. The bigger pumps and better scavenging were needed, as
tires improved. With more g-forces, more oil tended to hide off to one side, and
for longer.
Long cam and rocker life depends on good oil supply at moderate rpm. This
means more than the typical 20 psi hot at idle. A 50+ psi idle is worth striving
for, in my opinion. Oil pressure must be 60 psi for normal red line. If one uses
heavier pistons, or a few thousand more rpm, one needs an extra 20 or more
psi at high rpm.
I am planning to increase the capacity of my oil pressure pump. If I do not increase the capacity of my scavenge pump as much, I need to keep some of the
oil not needed by the engine from spilling on the floor of the engine’s crankcase.
I pulled a factory aluminum plug, threaded a factory bore, cut a new passage,
and made a new threaded plug, and a press-fit one.
1. I drilled a 13/64” hole in the outer
plug. I then threaded it 1/4” UNC.
I put a steel pry bar in the vertical
oil bore. As I turn it, the tip of a
1.5” long bolt hits this bar, driving
the plug out.

OUR 2009 RALLY SERIES STARTS FEB.7
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ...
Most Winnipeggers are in one of two groups. Either they have no idea what
a car rally is, or they have been in (or have heard of) a bad one.
For those of you who have never entered one, here is what you will find at a
Red River PCA Rally:
You arrive, meet with the organizers, sign a waiver, enjoy a coffee and
cookies or a donut. When everyone is ready, there will be a meeting.
Sometimes the talking about cars gets carried away and has to be interrupted by the Rallymaster. At the meeting, he will explain the rules of the
‘game’. A parking lot and a driveway are not roads for the purpose of the
Rally. No one should break any traffic law, especially speeding. TSD
stands for “time speed distance”. You tell us the time it took, and we can
calculate your average speed.
We will give you a printed list of instructions. Between these are simple
questions for you to answer. I might quote the slogan on a billboard, with
one of the words left for you to fill in. You are asked to average a certain
speed. This is usually about half the posted limit. At this pace, you have
time to enjoy the scenery and answer any questions. You will find that most
traffic averages less than half the posted limit anyway. At 3 minute intervals, teams will start.
The route will take you to the venue of our after-party. When you finish, we
begin adding up your correct answers, and calculating the number of minutes you were too fast or too slow in each segment of the route. Being 3
minutes too fast here and 3 minutes there adds up to 6 minutes of error, not
zero! While this is being done in one corner of the room, everyone is telling
stories of their shared driving experience. This is a wondrous team-building
process. When we end at a restaurant, teams either talk or order food, their
choice. The host restaurant often rewards us with a couple of gift certificates, which can be applied by the winners to their meals.
The team with the smallest penalty for being too fast or too late wins for best
time. The team with the most correct answers wins a different prize.
The after party is exciting, but the hour’s drive is also fun. We manage to
find roads that most entrants have never seen before. You will discover
many wonderful homes and “ne’er before seen” aspects of the city, even if
you have driven in it all your life.
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COMPETING ALTERNATIVE FUELS

Editor’s Column
A lot of what you read and see on TV is wrong. This is particularly
true for environmental issues. Anyone wanting to learn more about
climate change and motor fuels would do well to Google this Prof,
Mark Jacobson, professor of Civil and Environmental
Engineering and director of the Atmosphere/Energy Program at Stanford University and select any of his papers.
Such information is free of Greenish activist spin. See Page 35-36.
Our Executive is evolving a bit, with Vicki, Lloyd and Marcia retiring.
We welcome Leo to be our first new Treasurer in several years.
Briget brings enthusiasm and a lot of experience in recording Minutes for other esteemed groups. I have been Vice President and
President in years past and look forward to helping out some more.
The big December event was our Holiday dinner. 40 members
made this our biggest social event of 2008. I am pleased to
have been a part of it. See the coverage starting on page 16.
Volunteers rock. Events cannot happen without them. What fun
would this club be without events? PCA appreciates those who work
hard for their club. On a local level, please consider stepping forward with ideas, articles, or simply to help out at one of our many
member-events. Your Porsche friends will thank you, as will your
whole club.
Please give some thought to PCA National Awards. Your Awards
Committee will be putting together nominations of Red River folk for
National Recognition. I won the Enthusiast of the Year for 2007.
See the July 2008 Red River Ramblings, and the November Panorama. If you feel a member or member-family deserves National recognition, please let me know. It would be nice to have a list of
names to chose from.
I enjoy gathering information for this newsletter. The Camera comes
out for a great newsletter pic. An interview with a famous figure …
that sort of thing. I am still having fun putting this all together.
Fun is what PCA is all about. Enjoy 2009 with us!

David
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Mark Jacobson, professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering and
director of the Atmosphere/Energy Program at Stanford University,
recently conducted a careful study that ranked alternate vehicle fuels,
from best to worst.
Wind, waves, tides, falling water, sunlight (concentrated by mirrors,
CPV or CSP, and as-it-falls, PV) and subterranean steam can be
turned into electricity. This can be used to power vehicles. Oily crops
and algae can be processed into compression-ignition fuel. Food
crops can be turned into Ethanol, as can plant waste such as straw
and wood chips. The evaluation took into account not only fuel efficiency, but also the consequences of byproducts, gaseous, sooty,
and so on.
Ethanol from food crops came in “dead last”. Using it for fuel is 40%
more expensive than fossil, and between 3% better and 12% worse in
GHG terms, than ’doing nothing’ with pure hydrocarbon.
Because they put out nasty byproducts, some favourites fared poorly
in the studies. Burning wood and straw pellets seems benign in
greenhouse gas (GHG) terms, but can make a lot of furans and black
carbon particles which float around, warming the air for years. If the
enzymes from termite gut germs could be mass produced, the ethanol
so produced would be somewhat more ‘green’ than that made from
food like corn and wheat. I recently considered a job designing a
Massachusetts enzyme-ethanol plant. So far this is not a commercial
process. All the fuel alcohol now used is from food grains.
Wind powered battery cars and wind powered fuel cell cars were the
best, in environmental terms, but so expensive that they are many
years away from feasibility.
Ethanol has already received huge support from the automotive industry and the U.S. government. If this money had gone, instead, into
small wind-powered electrics, our average vehicle would now be far
‘greener’.
Google Mark Jacobson Stanford for more hype-free information.
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THE EVOLUTION OF ETHANOL AS A
MOTOR FUEL, 1900—2009
There were cars before there were gasoline stations. Early sparkignition (as opposed to compression-ignition, or diesel) cars ran on
anything that would evaporate and burn. Benzene, gasoline, or alcohol… A model T would run on pure alcohol (but not beer, luckily!)
By 80 years ago, gasoline refined from crude oil dominated the private vehicle fuel world. Decades later, Brazil began fueling its cars
with ethanol from sugar cane. A lot of Brazilian cane was grown on
land wrested from the rainforest. Slash & burn farming cannot make
“renewable energy”.
A race engine running on pure ethanol can run much higher compression than with gasoline. It does not make as much power per cubic
inch. Gasoline would always beat ethanol in a displacement-limited
series like formula 1. In big displacement, unlimited drag racing,
“alcohol dragsters” have always done well.
Almost 30 years ago, Porsche was experimenting with M15 fuel, with
methanol to extend the gasoline. When the media convinced the
public that we were running out of fossil fuel, and that CO2 in the air
was a problem, politicians like GW Bush had few choices. Real action to wean Americans from their hydrocarbon addiction would almost certainly have made any politician enacting them lose at reelection time. It would also have cost a lot of campaign funds. Instead, GWB held the someday-carrot of a Hydrogen economy out to
the driving public. He also bought lots of friends by giving a lot of
money to those who made commercial grain alcohol.
Those who knew, pointed out that a gallon of ethanol has less fuel
value than a gallon of gasoline, and that it took about a gallon of farm
(fossil) fuel to make that gallon of ethanol. Unfortunately, the media
and GWB then effectively suppressed these truths. They could not
change the physics though.
In the past 8 years, as fuel ethanol was heavily subsidized, many
other changes were ignored. Increased fuel taxes, better CAFÉ numbers (corporate average fuel economy, the average for all of GM or
for Porsche), and other measures could have reduced our use of im34
ported oil far more than use of E10.

Record Membership Growth in 2008
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the growth of our Region in
2008. This includes those that encouraged non-member Porsche
owners to join our exclusive club, as well as those that renewed their
membership. Because of everyone’s efforts, we have witnessed a record year.
When the Region gained its charter in November of 1999, we had 25
members, the minimum required to qualify as a Region of the Porsche Club of America (PCA). By 31st December 2007, eight years
later, we had increased our membership to 61 - a gain of 144% or an
average of about 18% per year. During 2008, our membership has
grown by a further 28 members for a total of 89 – a gain of 46% in a
single year.
Each year, the PCA recognises two Regions (out of the total of 139
Regions throughout the USA and Canada) for their growth in membership. One category is the actual, numerical, growth, which favours
the larger regions, and the other is factored growth, which is where
the smaller regions, such as ours, compete. For the past few months,
the Red River Region has placed in the top 5 of this list, so now we
must wait while the year-end results are tallied to find out if we finished in first place. Cross your fingers everyone!
Malcolm Hinds
Membership Chair

Reminder:
You can renew your PCA membership online.
Go to: https://www.pca.org/members/renewal_real.asp
By renewing early you will maintain
your subscription to Panorama, and
you won’t run the risk of missing an issue.
If you know someone who wants to join the Club, tell them about PCA.org

If you have our Region’s handout Brochure,
You can just hand them one.
12

WILL THE EARTH REALLY STAND STILL?
In 1859, there was a big solar storm. The Aurora Borealis could
be seen in Rome, Florida and Texas. The 1859 event is noteworthy primarily because a British scientist was observing sunspots
when one grew bright with ‘flame’ on his view-screen. The event
was recorded in great detail. This solar flare damaged communication systems world-wide minutes later. It was a part of a
weeks-long series of flares that year. Telegraph wires burnt off
their wooden poles. The longest wires back then were 30 to 100
miles, insulated to about 10 volts. Now many lines are 500 miles
long, insulated to 500,000 volts. They work well if left alone.
They would face incredible stress if an 1859 storm hit now.
The total solar material spewed by the sun on 1859 09 01
weighed as much as all the surface features of North America. If
this event were to hit earth in 2012, most high voltage equipment
would be affected. There is little evidence that the world would
be prepared to fix the damage that could accrue. Remember the
“DAY” that Michael Rennie went “to Washington”? Our world is
much more dependent on the orderly flow of electrons than it was
in the 1951 movie.
In the classic movie, the world ‘stopped’ for a short while, then
everything went back to normal. After a solar storm big enough
to hurt our electrical system, the most critical high voltage systems and transformers would fail right away. All of North America
would be short of power for years. Every month, more pieces of
equipment would fail, fatally weakened by the geomagnetically
induced currents (GIC) which follow the sun’s eruptions. Spares
could be moved into place, just hours after some transformers
fail; building replacements for others could take a decade. If 1%
of a certain kind of equipment needs to be replaced every year,
and the world installs 3% more of them each year, then current
manufacturing capacity is 4% of installed capacity. If half failed at
once, and if manufacturing capacity could double, then that 50%
need (with system growth continuing at 3%, and no failures after
the year of the solar storms) would take 10 years to ‘fix’.
For more on this topic, Google US DOE or go to this link:
http://www.energypulse.net/centers/article/article_display.cfm?a_id=1910
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INFRASTRUCTURE
We hear the word and think new and smoother roads. Politicians buy their
friends private curling/bocce/golf facilities with our money instead and call it
“infrastructure improvement”.
There is far more in our world that is crumbling and important to us.
Most of the rainwater falling in our urban core mixes with household and
commercial waste and goes out into the River. On a dry day, the waste water is treated. On a very rainy day, there is too much of it,, so off it goes, as
it has for over 100 years. Real infrastructure improvement would replace all
these ‘combined sewers’ with separated ones like in the suburbs. This is
not as sexy as a new “esplanade” but much better value.
Our electrical systems are mostly very old. That big steel box that supplies the power for your home or business may be 40 or 80 years old.
There are millions of them across North America. When a big one breaks
down, it can take a year or two to make a new one. We have become very
dependent on our supply of electricity. When something goes wrong, we
count on Hydro to get the power ‘back on’ in minutes; hours or days when
the worst happens. The ‘worst’ is usually results from internal failure, or
weather such as wind, ice or lightning.

THE SUN IS NOT CONSTANT
Every 11 years, the sun ‘shivers’ for a few years. 11 years later, the sun
emits particles and radiation of opposite polarity. The earth has a powerful
magnetic field. This protects us from such, sent to us by the sun, during
these shivers. Our satellites fly above this magnetic-field protection. They
can be ruined if they are not shut down quickly and completely enough before one of these SOLAR STORMS. TV, phones, GPS and so much more
depend on these satellites. If one fails in service, the others can help carry
the load. If they all fail in a solar electrical storm, it would take many years
to replace them. In the last (very weak) sunspot cycle, $2 billion in damage
was done to our satellites.
Over the years, solar storms have affected earth. Quebec Hydro had a bit
of trouble with its longer power lines, in March 1989. If Solar storms were to
take out most of our high voltage electrical equipment, it could take decades
to get things working properly again. Any high voltage equipment that does
not fail right away will be weakened. It could then fail months later. The
world only makes a few dozen high voltage transformers each year. If
pressed that could be doubled. If hundreds (or thousands) of such units
failed in a single solar storm, our supply of power would be restricted for
many years. The next peak is expected in 3 years, 2012. The US Department of Energy is worried, and has laid out the problem in detail. The probability is only 1 in 9, but the consequences are huge.

OUR MEMBERSHIP RECRUITING
BROCHURE
If you do not have a
couple of these in
your car, please get
some at a club
meeting.
They have details of
joining our region,
along with the general PCA Club information.
If you see a nice
Porsche, with the
top down, drop one
in!
If you see a Porsche
beside you in traffic,
you could say hi at
the next traffic light.
If the driver is a
member, wish them
well. If not a member, say it is great to
belong, and hand off
one of these!
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RED RIVER REGION’S

AWARDS COMMITTEE
For years, Red River’s executive has supported our newsletter editors in applying for
National recognition. On occasion our people have been motivated to see our Region win best “factored growth”. Early in 2008, I listed, in the Red River Ramblings,
the Members who had been the most help with Region Events, and those who had
simply attended regularly. That has been the extent of our local recognition until recently.
When I sent in the newsletter award entry early in 2008, the National awards staff
convinced me that Red River should apply for more Awards in the week or two before the deadlines. Vicki, Mark S and I applied for all the awards we could. We were
solidly in the running for best small Region, Family and Newsletter. The Red River
entry for Enthusiast was judged to be unusually strong, as revealed at Parade, and
shown on our July issue’s cover. The National Awards staff were so impressed that
they commissioned the article in the November Panorama.
Several months ago, an official Region Awards Committee was voted into existence
by the Membership. Criteria were set up, and records were kept of all Region event
attendance. The criteria will be on the website among the 2009 newsletters. We
would like a couple of new Committee members for 2009. Please write to one of us.
Awards Committee: David G, Mark S, Briget S, Vicki P...and you (?)

Go to http://www.seqair.com/Other/PFM/PorschePFM.html
for some comments by private airplane experts, on the
Porsche aircraft engine from 25 years ago.
A private plane owner wondered aloud why we still fly
planes with 60 year old tractor magneto ignitions in a modern electronic world. For quite a few decades, only Porsche
had ventured to modernize the GA = General Aviation
(private plane) world.
Posted 7 years ago on the Pelican forum:
“Introduced in 1988, the PFM was a giant boulder tossed
into the ripple-free, technological calm of GA. And it sank
just about as fast. The PFM was powered by a six-cylinder,
air-cooled engine with automotive-style electronic ignition,
fuel injection, auto-leaning, automatic cooling control and
(this was supposed to be the irresistible marketing lure) a
single power lever.
It worked; push the throttle forward to go fast, pull it back
to slow down. No prop, no mixture and no worries about
shock cooling. Even though it was a bit slower than the
201, owners loved the airplane. Unfortunately, there weren't many of them. Only 41 PFMs were sold, a poor sales
history due in part to the $60,000 price premium over the
201 and a flat GA market. Thanks to slow sales and money
squabbles with Mooney, Porsche grew disenchanted and
bailed out of the project. To its credit, it has continued to
support the engine … ”

If only the world market had wanted more
private planes in the years the PFM was offered. With 100 times the sales volume, the
price premium per plane would have been
much smaller and more pilots would now
enjoy these technical wonders.

14

31

PORSCHE- POWERED PLANE PROVEN

Tech Visits Program
to be repeated in 2009
A year ago, your
Board approved an
experimental program – a series of
Technical visits. The
idea was based on
the assumption that
since Porsche owners may tend to be
people with a curiosity of things of high
technology and
therefore that visits
to facilities involved
in hi-tech things may
be of interest to our
members. Well, it seemed to work. We recorded 112 attendees at the
six events arranged during 2008. In case you missed it, the visits were:
• The PT-6 turbine engine repair and overhaul shop at Standard
Aero,
• The museum and restoration areas of the Western Canada Aviation Museum,
• The downtown letter mail sorting facility of Canada Post,
• The testing facility of Manitoba Hydro,
• A visit to a Killer Garage with eight Porsches on display,
• A tour of a C-130 Hercules military transport aircraft.
Plans are now underway for more tours in 2009, so watch your newsletter for announcements and sign up early. Some visits are space limited and it is strictly “first come – first served”. As well, if you have an
idea of an interesting, technical place to visit, please send me an email. If you have an “in”, so much the better.

THIS PORSCHE POSTER WAS ON THE PELICAN FORUM, AUGUST 2001
Note the 3.2 liter 911 engine with the tall one-speed transmission on the right. Taller,
longer and heavier than the archaic Lycoming it replaced, but smoother and so cool.

Malcolm Hinds
Tech Visits Coordinator
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Annual
Holiday
Dinner.

IN MEMORIAM

My apologies to those of you who may not have
known this man, but as a Porsche enthusiast, he touched you. Bob Carlson
was the Director of Motorsports at PCNA and the guy behind most of Porsche's
racing in the US for a very long time. He was a huge supporter of PCA and I
first met him at a Parade in 1982. Great guy. He battled cancer for a couple of
years and had a bit of remission a year ago so we saw him at Rennsport Reunion III at Daytona. There is a special place in heaven for Bob Carlson.

Once again, Gasthaus Gutenberger did not disappoint. On
Saturday December 13th,
nearly forty people braved the
-25 degree cold, to come out
for a wonderful meal.
Each seat had a Red River Region placemat which each person could take
home. The placemat was a large laminated sheet of paper with our region
logo printed in color. Some individuals enjoyed the placemats so much,
that they had asked whether we had any spares. I would like to thank Vicki
for arranging for these placemats.
Around 8 o’clock, dinner orders were taken. A few short announcements
were made. Each member in attendance received a $25.00 gift certificate
toward their bill, David Grant brought his Enthusiast of the Year trophy, and
we introduced Doug Pierce, our Zone Rep. Dinner was served. Considering that the kitchen can only accommodate five staff; two dish washers, two
cooks and one baker making bread, we received our orders within reasonable time. Most of the comments I heard were favorable once again.
After dinner we proceeded with the Awards, which were arranged by the
awards committee. The four awards were, Volunteer of the Year, New
Member of the Year, Top Attendance, and finally there was a draw for an
attendance prize. Each time an individual turned up at an event they received 1 entry. The winners, respectively were David Grant, Ray Larrivee,
Malcolm Hinds, with the attendance draw being won by Yvonne Friesen.
Rick Dobel accepted the award of Appreciation for Auto Haus Porsche.
After the awards, we planned on taking care of all the door prizes, however, one of our guests took ill. Things quickly progressed to a potential
emergency, and Paramedics were dispatched to the restaurant. Within
minutes, medical help was on the scene and decided that Bob S. would
need to be seen by a physician in hospital. As the ambulance left, our
minds were all on the well being of our friend.
We concluded the evening, finishing the door prizes, followed by discussions of kind wishes toward Bob. Doug also contributed some warm words
at the end of the evening.
It was an eventful evening filled with joy, fear and worry. Bob was released
from hospital early the next morning, doctors finding nothing unusual.

Tobias
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Roger J.

RED RIVER REGION NAME BADGES
A COUPLE OF YEARS AGO, YOUR EXECUTIVE DECIDED TO INCREASE THE VISIBILITY OF YOUR EXECUTIVE BY MAKING BADGES.
With 2 new names on the executive in 2009, it is time to order some
more. We are inviting all members to have their own. They display
the Region’s logo and the member’s name on a white background.
They are available with a pin clasp, or a very strong magnet bar.

They cost $10, and your order must be received within the next
week to make the order date.

Please email Tobias if you’re interested in one.
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SAD NEWS FROM PCNA: PORSCHE ICON,
BOB CARLSON LOSES BATTLE WITH CANCER
Porsche Cars North America and sportscar fans everywhere have lost
one of its strongest supporters. Carlson, who turned 60 years-old this
past October, had a significant influence as both a journalist and public
relations professional in the automotive and motorsports worlds, particularly within Porsche and at the Atlanta headquarters. He was also a
friend, mentor, and valued colleague to everyone he touched, both in
and out of his work environment.
For the past 24 years, Bob worked for Porsche Cars North America. He
started working for the company when it was headquartered in Reno,
Nev., as the racing public relations coordinator, and was stationed in
Warrington, Pa., with Al Holbert, who was the first president of Porsche
Motorsport North America. He was quickly promoted to Racing PR Manager, and helped lead Porsche through a golden era in motorsports,
including the major success of the Porsche 962 . which many still consider Porsche’s most successful race car. Bob personally guided road
racing stars such as Al Holbert, Derek Bell, Bob Wollek, Rob Dyson,
Hurley Haywood, Chip Robinson and others through this period, maximizing exposure for Porsche while cementing lifetime relationships with
both drivers and journalists, as well as everyone else in the racing
community.

AWARDS BANQUET
Vicki and I arrived early (6 pm) and found Jim and his wife already
reading their menus. They had to leave early… Vicki arranged the
award / prize table, and set out the new Region-logo place mats.
We were arranged in 3 tables of 12-14 people. We had lots of time for
private conversation and drinks, before we chose our menu items. Tobias greeted all and introduced the outgoing and new Executives.
Tobi introduced Doug Pierce, who stood for a few comments, on the
bitter weather, and our Region’s exemplary level of activity, attendance
and growth. It was a little after 9 when we began our soup and salad.
Thanks to Rick D. for the half-dozen wonderful Porsche posters, to
Speedworld for the free race passes, NASCAR hats, and Bridgestone
tote bags, to Auto Haus for the nice tee shirts and keychains, and the
beautiful 2009 Porsche calendars. Thanks to Vicki for the helmet bag,
camera, daMatta hat, CARS coin bank, the wax kit, Pita coupons, and
NHL toques. Each family got an Auto Haus Porsche calendar, a $25
dinner gift certificate and their placemat. Each attendee got a chance
at the 30+ items on the prize table.

In early 2008, Bob was awarded the Jim Chapman award for lifetime
achievement in motorsports public relations from the American Auto
Racing Writers and Broadcasters Association. Bob was born in San
Jose, Calif., and graduated from Del Mar High School in San Jose in
1966. He then went to San Jose State University, where he received a
B.S. in Business Administration in 1971, and went back to San Jose
State for an M.S. in Mass Communications (1985).
Prior to his career in public relations, Bob was a newspaper man, writing a motorsports column and covering racing for the San Jose Mercury
News, and before that for the Palo Alto Peninsula Times Tribune. Even
Bob’s closest friends and associates might not know that he also
worked for a short time (in 1984) in the PR department for Lockheed
Missiles & Space Company, working with astronauts on the promotion
of the Solar Array Flight Experiment for the space program.
Bob is survived by his wife, Debbie and his mother Fran, and by the
thousands of friends, colleagues, and racers he touched with great tenderness and compassion.
He will be greatly missed by all.
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2008 VOLUNTEER OF THE
YEAR: DAVID G.

TOP ATTENDANCE IN
2008: MALCOLM H.

2008 ATTENDANCE
DRAW WINNER:
YVONNE F.

ABOVE: DOZENS OF
DOOR PRIZES
BELOW: DRAWING
TICKETS OUT OF THE
PCA ENTHUSIAST-OFTHE YEAR TROPHY

MOST ACTIVE NEW
MEMBER OF THE
YEAR 2008: RAY L.

Many Concours, Keystone included, have a paddock/corral associated with the event where any Parade registrant can display their Porsche, without being judged, at or near the official Concours area.
Things start early, even the corral starts early. Keystone paddock/
corral cars are to be placed the afternoon prior to the actual Concours. Porsches entered in the Concours to be judged start prestaging for the event at 5:30am (that’s O-dark-thirty for many of us)
the morning of. Judging starts at 9:00am and runs most of the day.
As part of the Keystone Concours, there will also be a Heritage and
Historic Porsche display with a variety of race, limited production, and
historic cars including some shipped in from the Porsche AG Museum
in Stuttgart.
Keystone Parade Concours information is available on the official
2009 Parade website at www.porscheparade2009.com/
Concours.aspx.
Entry in a Parade Concours is not for everyone, but the experience of
competing is invigorating. You will have your car judged by some of
the most knowledgeable Porsche aficionados in the country/world.
Information gleaned from Parade Concours judges can be vital for
better preparation of your car competing at a Regional Concours, or
for your next Parade where you’ll do better. If you’ve gone to the
trouble of attending Parade, why not enter the Concours d’Elegance.

2008 APPRECIATION AWARD TO

AUTO HAUS PORSCHE
New in 2008, our Region formally recognized Auto Haus for the many
ways Manitoba’s dealership has contributed to our enjoyment of 2008.
Thanks to Rick D. for accepting on behalf of AutoHaus, at the Banquet.
In the photo below, Gerald B is shown with Vicki and the inscribed
glass plaque itself.
If you have not been to Auto Haus lately, perhaps it is time. It may not
be ideal test-drive weather for a sports car, but is there a better winter
car than a Cayenne? It is not too early to think about your next
Porsche. Is a PDK in your future?

In following articles I will attempt to provide additional detail concerning specific Parade topics. I am far from a Parade expert having attended only 3, the true experts are those that have attended nearly all
of them, but I have enough of a basis to give you at least some idea
of what to expect.
Text by D.Pierce/Parade2009; Pics by D.Grant/ V.Poirier.
Registration for Parade opens March 3, 2009. If you are
planning to attend, register early. They may sell out.
Maybe this is the year Red River goes to Parade. It is in
Keystone CO. Manitoba is the keystone Province. (In
Roman architecture, a top (or key) stone finished every
arch. Manitoba looks like one of these wedge shaped
stones on a map.)
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Porsche Safety Year in Review
As Safety Chair I make sure all events are insured if and when it is
needed. I make sure all Wavers are signed and a Safety Report is
filled out after every event. All in all it is a very important fairly easy
job.
If anyone is planning an event, please tell me all the details so I can
decide if insurance, wavers, or safety reports are necessary. If you
are ever at an event and you are asked to sign a waver, please do
so promptly to keep things running smoothly.
Thank you for your cooperation.

At least a day prior to the Concours, and sometimes a couple of
days, a special Concours washing and prep area is opened to all
those registered for the event. This is especially important to those
who have driven their car any distance to Parade. Often the preparation area is sponsored by a car care products company such as
Zymöl or Griot’s Garage, usually with samples of their products to
try on your car. However, this is not always the case and you
should bring all of your personal wash/preparation equipment and
products with you. The Concours prep area is open to touring for
anyone registered for Parade and I would recommend at least walking through to see how other people make their cars ready. It’s unbelievable to what extent some competitors will go in preparing their
vehicle for a Parade Concours.

Your Safety Officer and Chief of Timing.

Vicki Poirier
Recent Region Board Business
Your 2009 board asked to join the 2008 board at its last meeting December 11.
This hand-over meeting is routine with some clubs and organizations. It was a
productive introduction to the issues of the club. We then met on the morning of
the Annual Dinner day, December 13 for another board meeting, with our zone
rep, Doug Pierce. I suggested the Royal Crown Restaurant, as it will be closing on
New Year’s day, for at least a few months. The landlord is still hoping to find a
new tenant-restaurateur for the space. I thought that it would be a good way for
Doug to see the central part of Winnipeg from above, in a more relaxed and more
beautiful way than when his plane touched down in the dark Friday. The other executives agreed, although two could not attend.
Our table had a great view (they all do, really) but the discussions kept us focused
on the inside. We talked about the issues brought up at the most recent meeting
of Zone 10 presidents. One member suggested that we could go back to 6 issues
a year, and a 12 page limit sent
by Canada Post. I suggested that
the large monthly issues continue.
If we need to mail out to everyone, perhaps it should be just a
few specific issues, like just before the Annual dinner.
We also talked about the rather
unique way the Red River Region
and its executive interact.
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Competition, especially in the Preservation and Restoration classes,
can be intense. Parade Concours is not at all like the fairly laid
back competitions that take place at most of our local Regions level.
The Concours is taken very seriously, by many of the competitors.
As an example, people have been known to disassemble their car,
clean every single part, reassemble it, shrink wrap it so that it can’t
become contaminated, and ship it to Parade where it is unwrapped
mere hours before the start of the Concours and placed at the event
with excruciating care. This is an extreme example, of course, but
has happened, I’ve seen it.
Once your car has been set at the Concours site, only minor preparation touch-ups such as dusting, final glass detailing, and fingerprint removal are allowed until judging starts. Once judging starts,
you are not to do anything to your car until such time that it is being
judged. Then you will be asked by the judges to open hood, lid, and
compartments as well as remove spare tires (if any) and tools for
inspection. You are expected to be with your car when judges arrive to evaluate your car. After your car has been judged, you are
free to wander the grounds and look at the other cars. Usually you
can’t remove your car from the Concours area until judging is complete and you are directed to move. Don’t forget to load up your final touch-up equipment and anything else that has been removed
from your car prior to judging (put your name on everything so that
you can be reunited with anything that may have escaped).
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PORSCHE PARADE 2009
KEYSTONE, COLORADO

WHAT’S IT ALL ABOUT– PART 2
One of the major competitions to be held at all Parades, including the
2009 Keystone, Colorado, Parade, June 29 thru July 4, and one of the
most anticipated, is the Concours d’Elegance. The Concours is usually the first of the Parade core competitions held, and is again the first
in 2009, to be held on Tuesday, June 30, located on the Fairways of
the Keystone Ranch Golf Course.
2008 PARADE
CONCOURS Entry into the Concours is open to
HUNDREDS OF
PORSCHES
ON DISPLAY

anyone registered for Parade. You
must sign-up for the Concours at
the time of Parade registration. It is
helpful at registration to have determined your car group and class
prior to actually registering. Concours rules and car classifications
are spelled out in the Parade Competition Rules (PCR) every year.
The PCR is available online at the PCA National website,
www.pca.org, under the Member Services and Contacts tab on the
home page, then Library/Admin, then under the Porsche Parade heading - Parade Competition Rules (PCR). The 4 major classification
groups are Restoration, Preservation, Preparation, and Performance.
All the details concerning what group your particular car would fall under, including further divisions, classes, etc., are spelled out in detail in
the PCR. The default Group/Division, especially for the first time Parade attendee driving a
street car, is probably
Preparation/Touring. This
category is the closest to
most Regional Concours
competitions with the judging based mainly on the
actual cleaning and preparation of the car for showing.
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DOUG PIERCE MEETS RED RIVER EXECUTIVE
December 13, 2008

by Tobias

On the morning of December 13th, the 2009 Board of Directors along
with Vicki Poirier of the 2008 Board met Doug Pierce for a brunch at
the Revolving Restaurant. For most of us, it was the first time we
would meet Doug face to face.
The meeting started informal, with talk about cars, Winnipeg weather,
and of course, the sites of Winnipeg that could be seen from the restaurant. After brunch, we got down to business. We discussed some
of the items from the 2008 Regional Presidents meeting which I was
unable to attend. We discussed issues around our newsletters, membership retention, events, as well as other club business.
Our meeting lasted until approximately 2:00pm, when we decided that
we needed to prepare for our evening at the Annual Holiday Dinner.
Doug offered some great advice, and our 2009 board is optimistic that
we will have a successful year in 2009.
Thank you for your time Doug!

Photo credit: Tobias and our Royal Crown maitre d’.
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TRAIN STATION ON LEFT; FORKS MID RIGHT

TRAIN STATION MID RIGHT;
BALLPARK MIDDLE IN DISTANCE

