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Visit The Red River Region’s Website Regularly at 
http://vista.pca.org/rev 

for all the latest News and events. 
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Grapes Leon’s Centre is a proud supporter of the Red 
River Region, Porsche Club of America. 
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authentic Nardis. One is in very good condition - $250.00; the other 
has a crack in the wood which is reparable - $200.00. Call Gord at 952-
2969 or e-mail cdn914@mts.net. 

1986 944 turbo drivers door, nearly flawless black paint, will fit any 
924 -944 from about 1976 to 1992. $50 or offer. I paid $200 a couple of 
years ago for what was likely the last one in MB. Call David, 269-0019 

1971 911 Targa convertible, for parts, or to restore a rusty or bent 
Targa.  Not accident damaged, nearly rust-free, but suffered interior 
fire damage. $2000 or offer. Call David, 269-0019 

245-16" and 225-16" Comp TA R-1 and Hoosier tires, the stickiest 
tires made.  Still several left; make an offer - I need more room! 
Call David at 269-0019 

1986 944 Turbo R/C Car, Rare R/C 944 made by Nikko in 1984.  
1/24 scale, 27MHz.  Full Function radio control. (Fwd, Reverse, and 
turns both ways) uses 4 AA and one 9Volt battery. Black in color.  
Some scratches but in GWC  $40 or offer. Call Tobias, 668-9639 
 

To  advertise in the newsletter contact Tobias Theobald via email 
 1985944@mts.net or telephone 668-9639  

Red River Region Calendar of Events 
 
June 2 Monthly PCA Meeting  Grapes, Leon’s Centre 
June 11-13 On Track Driver’s Ed, BIR  Contact David Grant 
June 19 PCA/WSCC Rally   Contact David Grant 
July 7 Monthly PCA Meeting  Grapes, Leon’s Centre 
July 10th Annual PCA Pool Party  Contact Malcolm 
        Hinds 
August 4 Monthly PCA Meeting  Grapes, Leon’s Centre 
August 6-8 PCA Club Race, BIR 
August 27-29 PCA Run for the Hills   Contact David Grant 
 Black Hills, South Dakota (Zone 10 Event)   
September 1 Monthly PCA Meeting  Grapes, Leon’s Centre 
October 6 Monthly PCA Meeting  Grapes, Leon’s Centre 
November 3 Monthly PCA Meeting  Grapes, Leon’s Centre 
December 1 Monthly PCA Meeting  Grapes, Leon’s Centre 
  
 
Common Acronyms:  
RRR   -  Red River Region of the Porsche Club of America 
WSCC   -  Winnipeg Sports Car Club 
Nord Stern   -  Minnesota Region of PCA operating primarily out of Minneapolis 
BIR   -  Brainerd International Raceway (2 hours east of Fargo) 
Autocross   -  navigation of pylons at relatively low speeds in parking lot 
Pro-solo   -  3 lap run on the racetrack; 1 car on track at a time 
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President’s Column: 
By Malcolm Hinds 

 
We have a new Constitution and Bylaws!  The proposed new consti-
tution was unanimously passed into effect at the May 5th meeting of 
the membership. You will find a full copy of the new document en-
closed in the copies of this newsletter sent to members. You are en-
couraged to read it and keep it in a safe place for future reference. Fail-
ing that, you can always refer to it by visiting the ‘member’s only’ sec-
tion of our website. 

Again, the major changes contained in the new document are: 
• Family-Active Members, (defined as spouse, brother, sister, daugh-

ter, son, mother or father), provided they are so defined on the 
PCA’s official records, are now entitled to all the same privileges as 
the Active-Member, including holding office. 

• Henceforth, elections will be held annually (for one year term) for 
all Board positions. No person shall hold the same office for more 
than four consecutive terms. 

• The option to charge Regional Dues (in addition to the PCA dues) 
has been eliminated. 

One of our plans for the club was to expand our activities into auto-
cross, driver’s education and racing. I am pleased to announce that our 
first ever autocross event, organized by David Grant, was held in the 
middle of May. It was a great success and was attended by about a 
dozen drivers. David has a full report on page 8. In light of the event’s 
popularity another will be held soon. Stay tuned! 

In addition to preparing the autocross, David has also been busy orga-
nizing rallies at the rate of about one a month. These are held in con-
junction with the Winnipeg Sports Car Club and because of this, there 
was an entry fee of $5 per car. At the latest Board meeting, a motion 
was approved that waives the $5 entry fee for PCA members. So, come 
on out and have some fun. It’s FREE! 

Now that spring has arrived, why don’t you come to a club meeting 
and bring your Porsche! The meeting calendar is easy to remember – 
the first Wednesday in every month at Grapes, Leon’s Centre. When 
you arrive, move one of the red cones in a parking place and put your 
Porsche there. Remember, the spaces are reserved for Porsche cars – 

not Porsche club members. Think of it as Porsche-only parking. As 4 21 

Classifieds: 
 
Wanted 1997 - 1999 Porsche Boxster Please Call Evan with details 
(204) 589-9333(w),    (204) 837-6644(h)   evanp@marinerneptune.com 

Wheels for 944 Turbo 16 inch 16x7 16x8 rear.  5 phone dials - (3 
front 2 rear) , 4 flat dish  (2 front 2 rear)  $1000 takes it all.    
Call Kurt Daunheimer 1-306-584-1507 

Two 14 inch Nardi wood steering wheels for sale. These are 
(Continued on page 18) 

Editor’s Note:  Thanks to Mark Sawatsky, for  sending in the cover 
photo, a picture of Mark’s 911 at a WSCC Autocross in May, 2004. 
 
Send your photos, stories, tech tips or other Porsche related articles to 
Tobias Theobald RRREditor@mts.net.  Member submissions may be 
edited by the editor for content/length and grammar. 



 
Our Newest Members — Welcome To The PCA Family 

 

• Liam Murphy 2001 911 Carerra cabriolet 
• Michael Bonner 1983 944 
• Terry Karacsony 1986 944 Turbo 
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Not so many years ago, spotting another Porsche on the road was a 
welcome event. Without ever meeting the driver, you could rest 
assured that you had encountered a kindred spirit; someone who 
shared your appreciation of one of the best engineered performance 
cars in the world. As a sign of acknowledgment, the drivers would 
flash their headlights. Though some still practice the tradition, many 
old owners have gotten lazy and many new owners have never learned 
this important tradition. Owning a Porsche is a unique experience. Do 
your part to preserve the experience... keep the flash alive! 

- Source Unknown 
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Editor’s Column: 
By Tobias Theobald 

My column will be very brief.  I just wanted to point out why this is-
sue is only 20 pages 
rather than the 
usual 24 and why 
this issue is only 
labeled June 2004. 

You may have no-
ticed that the last 
issue of the year is 
the December. 
January issue. We 
wanted to make the 
Newsletter’s logical 
year to end with the 
calendar year, so we 
decided to make a 
June only issue.  To 
get back on track.  
The next issue will 
once again be a 
r e g u l a r  s i z e d  
July/August issue.  
Enjoy! 

well, you may wish to arrive early – say 6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. and 
have dinner before the meeting, as several of our members are now 
doing on a regular basis. 

One of our highlight summer events is the Porsche Pool Party. The 
date for 2004 has now been set as Saturday, July 10th. Watch your e-
mail for more details nearer the time. 

Finally, don’t forget the PCA promotional line: 
One Club 
13 Zones 

140 Regions 
53,000 Members 

Millions of Admirers 



Need For Speed - Porsche Unleashed 
By: Wayne Schellekens 

After several attempts to connect to Tobias' NFS server, I finally managed get 
my configuration running.  It turned out that I did not need to change anything 
on my Linksys BEFSR41 firewall, but rather my patched version of NFS 
Porsche Unleashed was 
incompatible.  It was fun to try 
to keep up with the rest of the 
gang, especially with a 16 
month old trying to control the 
steering wheel in the opposite 
direction.  The good news is 
that my old copy (the one I 
paid $50.00 for a few years 
back), and the cheap $19.99 
five pack I purchased on the 
weekend from Costco worked 
fine.  I will have to download 
some cars for the old copy to 
make it identical to the recent 
version.  The benefit of using a firewall - both Kris and myself joined in on the 
game, bringing the total driver count to five on the May 3rd game.  Now to 
shop around for a second steering wheel so Kris does not have to use the 
keyboard.  

Auto Cross Practise/School Report  
By David Grant 

After years of wishing we could get the use of a parking lot for Por-
sche Club autocrosses, a couple of months ago, we scheduled a school/ 
practice  event for May 15. When snow covered the ground last week, 
it looked like the event might have to be postponed. The snow melted, 
but then the day before, rain was predicted. I decided that rain or shine 
we would hold our event. Four  RRR Board members were the first to 
arrive. We set up a circular course, a lesson from when I ran these 
things 30+ years ago in Michigan. As each of us learned the optimum 
tire pressure for each end of our cars, and  the feel of slight under- and 
oversteer, more excited members arrived. By the time we changed the 
circle to a corner-straight-chicane-corner-slalom circuit, there were a 
dozen of us. We applied an incentive to reduce the flipped cone car-
nage: we gave 3 laps, but if a cone was moved your 'turn' was over. 
Only a couple of cars hit cones.  
6 

263 Gunn Road - Mailing Address: Box 57, GRP 512, RR 5, 
Winnipeg, MB - Canada - R2C 2Z2 
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assembled.  Once you have everything together, secure the main gear 
housing and test the operation.  If all looks good  put the roof into the 
retract and assemble.  Leave the adjusting screws loose and test the 
system with the roof in place.  You’ll have to fine tune the location of 
the lifters so that they retract, lock and lift properly.  The whole job 
shouldn't take over an hour, and it’s a nice feeling to have a working 
roof again! 

The problem I had can really only be caused by two faults.  One being 
a broken gear in the gear assembly, the other being a broken cable.  
Neither is a cheap repair if you buy new.  Porsche updated this design 
in 1986 and the older style parts are no longer available.  Upgrading 
will run you about $500.00.  Search ebay and used parts dealers.  I just 
couldn’t imagine living without the power roof, and I also have better 
ways to spend 500 bucks than spending it on an unnecessary  roof 
upgrade. 

David Grant mentioned that the parts for the updated assembly in the 
newer 944 are quite inexpensive. Gears for Mark’s Sunroof were 
available at Auto Haus for approximately $5.00 per side.  In the newer 
cars, the weakest link in the sunroof is also a cheap replacement. 



Early Porsche 944 Sunroof Repair 
By:Tobias Theobald 

 
A couple weeks ago, after a day of training that my work sent me on,  
I got into my Porsche and opened my electric sunroof.  I heard a click 
click.  I looked behind me and I saw a roof that was open 1 1/2 inches 
more on the right than on the left.  Not wanting to warp the roof I 
decided to close it again.  This time, The right side closed and the left 
side stayed open 1 1/2 inches.   
Here I am, on a warm, sunny Thursday afternoon; my roof won’t open 
properly, my roof won’t close properly and there’s no way my roof 
would unlatch.  As if this wasn’t bad enough, on my way home I saw 
rain clouds off in the distance.  So now there’s time pressure too.  

Since my Sunroof lifters weren’t level with each other I knew the 
problem couldn’t be in the main drive in the hatch, so I dismantled the 
Assembly located in the roof between the sunroof and the hatch.  To 
remove this assembly, you will need a Phillips screwdriver to remove 
the coverings and a 4mm and 5mm hex key for the assembly itself.   
First step is to move the cosmetic coverings.  

You will now see the two lifting mechanisms and the gear assembly  
for the main drive cable.  These all need to be removed.  This will 
allow you to lower the roof, so at very least it’ll be closed incase it 
rains before you have everything fixed.  

Disassembly  of the main gear assembly is tough.  If you unscrew the 
housing the weight of the cables will pull everything apart.  I 
recommend pulling the roof out and having a friend hold the lifting 
arms while you 
disassemble the main 
gear housing.   

Once you have it 
apart, examine the 
parts inside.  My 
problem was that the 
cable to the drivers side lifter had a snapped coil.  The gear runs along 
the coil and that moves the cable.  Since mine was snapped every time 
I engaged the sunroof, it would jump a tooth on the gear.  I found a 
used replacement cable, but before you reassemble, make sure  your 
sunroof  motor is at one of the three stages; closed/retracted or open 

all the way, otherwise your roof will not function properly once re-

Lifting Arms and the Main Drive Gear assembly 
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Early in the day, water streamed across the lot from the elevated 
edge.  Sun, wind and lots of traffic soon had the lot nice and dry, 
teaching us about the 
effect of slight wet-
ness on traction. 
Times went down as 
the surface dried and 
the drivers became 
more confident. 

Half the Porsches 
w e r e  e a r l y 
911's.  Those (like 
Keith and Mark) who 
drove an early 911 
after a 944 or other 
car agreed that the 
earlier Porsche is an 
ideal autocross car.  There were also Wayne's Boxster (on snow tires) 

David Grant and Paul Carson inspect the rear tire on 
Paul’s 911 after his first run on the skid pad 
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Trip to Visit the Snakes in Narcisse 
By: Keith Gordon 

On a lovely warm morning in early May a small group of Porsche en-
thusiasts set out from Winnipeg to a small town to the north known 
throughout the globe as the snake breeding capital of the world.  
Though only Toby’s 944 and Mal-
colm’s Boxster were making the initial 
trek to Narcisse, we also had Bruce’s 
minivan “support” vehicle.  This was a 
bonus for me as we were able to fit a 
crew of four in comfort, which we could 
not have done with any Porsche until 
the arrival of the Cayenne to the scene.   

After a pleasant drive we stopped for 
lunch before arriving at the snake pits.  
The intrepid explorers enjoyed great delicacies such as bison burgers 
in the quaint confines of the sort of restaurant one can still find in 
small-town Manitoba.  What a shock it was when later we pulled off a 
seemingly deserted highway into a jammed parking lot in the middle 
of nowhere.  People travel from as far away as Europe and Asia to visit 
the snake pits, so we were not surprised to see many out of province 
license plates amongst the  cars in the parking lot. 

At the Lunch Stop 

some 944's, a Mustang, a Honda, and a Mini.  Some of our members 
came to 
watch, as 
their Por-
sches are 
not ready 
yet.  All 
agreed that 
a n o t h e r 
school and 
autocross event should happen soon.  We will schedule one to best fit 
the plans of our hosts, Springs Church, as soon as we can. 

See you out among the cones? 

Tobias’ 1985 944 barely grabbing traction on the 
skidpad 
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JAN  FEB  MAR  APR MAY TOTAL 
POINTS  

NAMES  

 0  0  7  0 - 7  JUSEN ** 
 6  0  0  0 - 6  UEBELE 

 0  0  6  0 - 6  BELL 

 0  0  6  0 - 6  EASTWOOD 

 0  0  6  0 - 6  KOSTIUK/WIEBE 

 0  0  5  0 - 5  BURR/ 
FRIDFINNSON 

 0  0  5  0 - 5  MILNE 

 0  0  5  0 - 5  BROWN / PLANTE 
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JAN  FEB  MAR  APR MAY TOTAL 
POINTS  

NAMES  

 12  18  18  22 19 89  WAYNE 
SCHELLEKENS 

 -  18  18  22 19 77  KRIS SCHELLEKENS 

 -  15  19  0 16 50  JENSEN/ BOULET 

 2  17  7  10 10 46  PLEWES 
 10  10  9  15 - 44 TERRICK/ BALL 

 0  0  17  18 - 35 MULARCHUCK ** 

 0 0 15  - 17 32  MARK & CIRO/ 
MIKE 

 0  0  8  19 - 27 COOTER 
 13  0  5  0 - 18  LOEWEN / 

MARCOUX 

 0  17  0  0 - 17  MIGO-SEE-MO ** 

 CP 0 5 CP 10 15+ PHILLIP GRANT 

 15  0 0 0 - 15  DARRYL DUECK ** 
 0  11  0  0 - 11  TURNER ** 

 - - - - 10 10 KEITH GORDON 

 10  0  0  0 - 10  HINDS 

 10  0  0  0 - 10  MCWILLIAMS 

 0  9  0  0 - 9  M & M 
 0 0 0 9 - 9 LILKE / GOW 

 0 0 0 9 - 9 JASEN 

 0 0 0 8 - 8 THEOBALD 

 - - - - 7 7 GLENN & GRANT 
LINNINGTON  

Manitoba Rally Championship Standings 
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The region is a prime snake breeding area due to the prevalence of un-
derground limestone caves that provide a location for tens of thou-
sands of garter snakes to hibernate throughout the winter.  With the 
thaw in the spring the male snakes are first to emerge from their dens 
as they are smaller than the females and thus faster to warm up.  They 
then wait by the thousands for the females to emerge.  As the females 
emerge, the males congregate around them in a mass known as a 
“mating ball”.  Of course it is not really spherical like a ball, but the 
effect is similar.  Once the female has mated she moves on while the 
males stay behind to attempt mating with the next female to emerge. 

We were all fascinated by the thousands of snakes that we saw mating 
at each of the cavern entrances.  The sound was quite unexpected.  
The noise from the snakes’ movement through the grass coming to-
gether to sound like rushing water in a stream.  Garter snakes are safe 
to handle, though it certainly took some getting used to the way they 
move and feel.  Special mention needs to be made of Suzanne Hinds for 
her snake-handling prowess.  It takes a special touch to actually get a 

snake to relax enough 
that it practically falls 
asleep in your hands, 
plus she was great at 
helping others learn 
how to hold and han-
dle snakes.  I had per-
sonally not handled a 
garter snake since I 
was a little kid and 
was not in any rush to 
do so that day either, 
but thankfully Suz-
anne convinced me to 
try it again. 

For those of you who 
might still be inter-
ested in heading up to 
look at the snakes for 
yourself, the walk is 
approximately 3 km 
that takes you on a 
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loop that brings you past the dens and back to the parking lot.  Infor-
mation pamphlets are available and every den has trained naturalists 
to answer any questions visitors might have.  An interesting point is 
that there is no charge for any of this – only in Canada, eh? 

After the walk the we  
met up with David and 
Vicki who had ventured 
up on their own.  We all 
discussed what we had 
seen, took some final 
photos and headed for 
home leaving the snakes 
some privacy for con-
ducting their “business” 
free from prying eyes. Ssssssnakes…... 

May 2004 Rally Report 
By: David Grant 

 
I had intended to run this one along our beautiful riverbank parks, but 
the weather has been so cold, that the scenery is not yet green enough 
for that.  Weather was still a bit of an issue, as some signs that were 
key to rally questions were blown away on May 15, and some snow-
men that were still happy at sunset on May 15 were not in good shape, 
after the late night thunderstorms.  As promised, there were not that 
many questions, and the roads were all paved and fairly clean.  The 3 
Porsche club members who entered all drove other cars, although 
checkpoint 2 was my 1972 911S. 
 
One (and a half) of our teams have been to all events.  The top 4 teams 
have not missed more than one event.  This time, the tough questions 
were in a separate group called BONUS QUESTIONS.  The average 
bonus question was answered correctly by 20% of entrants; the aver-
age route question was correct for about 90% of entrants.  A 3 point 
spread covered the top 3 teams on answers.  There was a major typo in 
the instructions, but the only team to run without knowing that, won 
on route / timing anyway, as they realized the problem.   
 
In an attempt to get more of you out to try a rally, would it be less in-
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timidating if a novice were invited to just drive the event, without 
handing in an answer sheet and without their time being tracked?  
While  the  
event was fun, 
it may be hard 
on the ego to 
come in way 
below first in 
the rankings.  
We are a very 
c o m p e t i t i v e  
group after all.  
If you think 
this would be 
of interest, let 
us know, and 
we will invite 
folks to try this option in June. 
 
As promised, the route took a lot of adventurous car folks to roads and 
sights they had not seen before, as part of a pleasant ‘Sunday Drive”. 
 
Glenn proved that autocrossers need not fear rallying.  He and his dad, 
Grant, finished and had fun. 
 
 The next rally will leave from the track at Gimli on June 19, after rac-
ing is over for the day.  Some of our rally regulars will be going to the 
track for their first time, as they are excited about rally and now are 
looking forward to seeing their first Gimli car race.  Two new rallyists 
are hoping to flag or do gate for us. 
 
 Vicki and I would like to thank those who took part in the winter-
spring part of the rally year.  We will resume holding  city rallies in 
the fall, with a bit of summer rallying to be announced. 
 
 See you all at Gimli in June. 

The Weather was Perfect for a Rally 


