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Classifieds: 
 
Throttle Response Cam for all 8-valve 924S or 944 engines.  Installs 
in minutes. Custom Made of Aluminum  $32.00   Call Tobias 668-9639  
 

Left Steering knuckle/spindle for 944.  Fits all early models.  Offers   
Call Tobias 668-9639 
 

Intake Manifold for 8-valve 944 924S.  Offers.  Call Tobias 668-9639 
 
Bra for 944. Good condition. $75 or best offer. Call Malcolm 488-9622 
 
1986 944 turbo drivers door, nearly flawless black paint, will fit any 
924 -944 from about 1976 to 1992. $50 or offer. I paid $200 a couple of 
years ago for what was likely the last one in MB.  Call David, 269-0019 
 
To  advertise in the newsletter contact Tobias Theobald via email 
1985944@mts.net or telephone 668-9639  
Quiz Answers:  1)B;  2)D;  3)A;  4)C;  5)C;  6)D;  7)B;  8)C;  9)A;  10)D 
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Our Newest Members—Welcome To The PCA Family 
 
• Jerry Joaquin & Marie-Anne Blue 1999 Boxster 
• Errol Doermer & Jonathan Arena Red 1996 993 C4 Coupe 
• Kurt Daunheimer   1987 944 Turbo 
• Kirk Firth    Red 1989 964 C4 
• Jeremy Warkentin & Brad Blue 1987 944 S 
• Tim Knight & Marissa  Red 1973 911T Coupe 
• Harvey Goldman   Red 2002 911 C4S 
• Jay Yakabowich   Red 1970 911T 
• Dave King    Black 1986 944 



taken with other Porsches, their drivers, and eventually travel to 
the Porsche Facilities in Zuffhausen, Weissach, and Leipzig. 

Geocaching is a game where people hide small containers with 
items (called geocaches), and 
upload the longitude and 
l a t i t u d e  o n  t h e 
w w w . g e o c a c h i n g . c o m 
website.  GPS users download 
these coordinates to their 
handhelds and try to find the 
hidden items.   Travel bugs are 
items that have registered dog 
tags attached to them so their 
movements can be tracked on 
the web.  

“Ferry - The Porsche Bug” can be tracked on the website  
http://www.geocaching.com/track/track_detail.asp?ID=34673  

We’ll also have details of his adventures in upcoming issues 
of the Red River Ramblings. 

Grapes Leon’s Centre is a proud supporter of the Red 
River Region, Porsche Club of America. 

 
********************************************************************* 
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RED RIVER REGION CALENDER OF EVENTS 
 
Aug. 8/9/10 Nord Stern National Race  Brainerd, MN 
August 16/17 WSCC Race & Solo  9:00 am Gimli Motorsport Park 
September 14 Cruisin’ Manitoba for MS T.B.A 
September 20/21 WSCC Race & Solo  9:00 am Gimli Motorsport Park 
September 20/21 Nord Stern Race  TBA  Brainerd, MN 
 
 
Common Acronyms:  
RRR  -  Red River Region of the Porsche Club of America 
WSCC  -  Winnipeg Sports Car Club 
Nord Stern  -  Minnesota Region of PCA operating primarily out of Minneapolis 
CBIR  -  Brainerd International Raceway (2 hours east of Fargo) 
Autocross  -  navigation of pylons at relatively low speeds in parking lot 
Pro-solo  -  3 lap run on the racetrack; 1 car on track at a time 
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Editor’s Column: 
By Tobias Theobald 

 
In the April — May issue, I wrote a small article about the 
Newsletter Contest Results. (Page 18).  Just recently I received 
an email stating that the contest results were in.  As it turns out 
the final judging of the newsletters was at the Porsche Parade in 
Tampa, Florida on June 20th to June 28th. 

We placed considerably higher than originally thought.  Our 
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President’s Column 
By David Grant 

Greetings from the west coast. I have just finished flagging the 
Vancouver indycar race.  It was fun and exciting.  Vicki flagged 
turn 9 and I did turn 10.  Last year I was in turn 6.  Tagliani, 
Canadian, crashed out there.  This year he crashed out in front 
of me again, into the tires.  Bad coincidence!!  Porsche doing 
well; two bikes on rack behind.   Heading off to flag at Portland 
Oregon, then home.  Hope to do lots of trail biking in Redwood 
park, and along the Oregon coast. 

Should have lots of neat pics when I return.  Remember to 
consider a trip to Brainerd for the August 8 9 10 weekend.  I will 
be driving there; and can lead a procession of RRR members if 
any want to go for the first time. 

Red River Region Goes Global, GPS Global That is 
By: Tobias Theobald 

PCA Red River Region Launched it's first Travel bug as part of 
the global game of geocaching.  The travel bug, known as “Ferry 
- The Porsche Bug” was released by Tobias Theobald, of the Red 
River Region in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada.  The travel 
bug's goal is to travel to PCA Club Races, have his photo 29 

situation beforehand and setup reference points for this new line. 

Fine, so I learned from the situation just as I have been 
preaching. I handled the situation calmly, smoothly and 
appropriately... and without fear. That’s what bothered me — 
shouldn't I have been nervous, at least? Yet, I dealt with the 
situation like an everyday occurrence. Had I become too 
composed — too fearless? Had I not taken the incident seriously 
enough? On the other hand, I am big on positive reinforcement, 
and I was pleased that I was able to handle the situation well. 
But then again, I don’t want to start thinking I am invulnerable, 
that I can get out of any situation. I finally let it go, figuring I had 
analyzed it enough. It was useful to give it some conscious 
thought. Through this process, the human mind will tend toward 
the correct balance. Ignoring or stuffing issues will tend to breed 
imbalance.  

Appropriate balance in our attitudes is as important as a properly 
balanced Porsche for improving our driving skills. By consciously 
thinking  about it and striving towards a healthy perspective, the 
process itself will induce balance. We can appropriately deal with 
slumps, or even avoid them. We can be as serious about our 
learning to drive as we want to — it should be a conscious 
choice. The issue of fear can be regarded properly instead of 
ignored. We can balance the sometimes differing inputs from 
instructors, and learn to use the right techniques for the present 
situation. Of all the tools available to the Porsche driver, an open 
mind and willingness to learn will reap the greatest rewards. 

(Continued from page 17) 
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www.porsche.com/40fastyears. 

Porsche Cars North America, Inc., based in Atlanta, Ga., and its 
subsidiary, Porsche Cars Canada, Ltd., are the exclusive 

importers of Porsche 
vehicles for the United 
States and Canada. A 
wholly owned indirect 
subsidiary of Dr. Ing. h.c.F 
Porsche AG, PCNA 
employs approximately 
200 people who provide 
Porsche vehicles, parts, 
marketing and training for 
its 204 dealers in North 

America. They, in turn, provide Porsche with best-in-class 
service. 

Announcement 
 
On Behalf of the PCA 
Red River Region, we 
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  
Congratulate Vic and 
Sylvia Godbout on their 
5 0 t h  W e d d i n g 
Anniversary.   
 
Vic and Sylvia Godbout 
tied the knot on July 23 
1953.  They have been 
members of the Red 
River Region for two 
years, and drive a 
beautiful 1979 Porsche 
930 Turbo. 

Winnipeg Wheel Works Tech Session 
By: Tobias Theobald 

 
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank Ken Hunter and Chris 
Grossmueller for having our club at the 2nd Winnipeg Wheel 
Works Tech Session. 

On July 10th, the folks at Winnipeg Wheel Works kept their doors 
open late to give the Porsche Club an inside view to the art of 
fixing, and beautifying the wheels on a car.   Chris Grossmueller, 
one of the owners, took several hours to show us the 9000 
square foot building housing just as many wheels. 

 Our first stop was at the CNC milling machine.  A Corvette 
wheel was already mounted as it was being fixed that day.  
Although we didn’t get a demo of the mill in action, Chris 
explained how the mill works and how important it is to get the 
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scored points did slip from 688 to 686, however we were 
originally listed as 9th out of 10 and we finished, 5th out of 10  

The complete results for Class I regions are: 
 
Revvin' Up Coastal Empire 1st Place  892 
Porscher Vancouver Island 2nd Place  782 
Front Runner Finger Lakes 3rd Place  742 
Keynotes Keystone  721 
Red River Ramblings Red River  686 
Downshift High Desert  682 
Carrera News Carrera  677 
Lagniappe Whiskey Bay  588 
The Tennhorn Tennessee  560 
Shasta Region Shasta  558.5 
 
Even though our overall points were lower than originally hoped, 
we should be proud, of our region’s accomplishments.  This 
newsletter’s strength comes from the involvement of all members 
in the club.  Please suggest ideas for local events, and please 
participate.  As you will see in this issue, the Red River Region 
hosts many events, surely something for everyone. 



programs exact since no two wheels are alike and, there is so 
little room for error on a wheel to begin with. 

 Next to the mill was one of their newer additions, a powder 
coating booth.  According to one of the employees giving us the 
tour, powder coating is becoming quite common, not just for 
wheels but also for 
o t h e r  c a r 
components. After 
we talked about the 
powder coating for 
a few moments, we 
walked over to their 
wheel balancer.  I 
didn’t realize how 
something that 
seems as simple 
as  a  whee l  
balancing, would 
use a machine as 
complex as the one 
in the Winnipeg Wheel Works shop.  This machine balanced, 
measured trueness of a wheel, and could even remember the 
information on all 4 wheels so it could suggest using a tire off one 
wheel, and putting it onto a different wheel to reduce vibration, 
very cool! 

The tour ended off in the paint room where Chris discussed a 
new technique they are working on perfecting.  There is a new 
type of chemical chroming that allows chroming of almost any 
surface.  Chris showed us glass, and plastic that was chromed 
with this chemical process.  Although they were still working on 
perfecting this new process, Chris sounded quite optimistic about 
the future of this process. 

The wheel works session took about 2 hours, and when I left I 
had a new appreciation for the work they do.  For information or a 
price quote to have your wheels restored, contact Winnipeg 
Wheel Works at: 942-2600 

CNC Milling Machine with a Corvette Wheel Mounted 
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Personal Experiences Highlight Porsche 911  
40th Anniversary Web Site 

 
Atlanta, GA, July 1, 2003 --- In honor of the 40th Anniversary of the 
Porsche 911 this fall, Porsche Cars North America (PCNA) has 
launched a special commemorative web site titled 40 Fast Years. The 
site takes a look back at each generation of the Porsche 911 and 
features a section where enthusiasts can submit personal Porsche 911 
stories. Those who submit or rate these stories are eligible for some 
exciting Porsche prizes. 

The 40 Fast Years web site incorporates two sections. One features a 
complete Porsche 911 model history displaying photos, sounds and 
specifications for each generation of the 911, from the first car that 
made its debut at the 1963 Frankfurt International Auto Show to the 
latest 2004 models. Here enthusiasts can also test their Porsche 911 
knowledge with an 
interactive game. 

At the heart of the 
40 Fast Years site is 
the story section 
where owners and 
enthusiasts can share 
their Porsche 911 
experiences. Stories 
may be submitted 
with or without a 
photo, and everyone 
who submits a story 
will be eligible for 
the grand prize - an original Porsche 911 drawing by a member of the 
design team at Porsche Style in Weissach, Porsche's Research and 
Development Center. The winning story will also be published in a 
national automotive magazine. Those who consider themselves critics 
rather than authors have a chance to win one of five $100 Porsche 
Selection gift certificates for authentic Porsche merchandise just for 
reading and rating their favorite stories. 

Porsche enthusiasts wishing to access 40 years of Porsche 911 
history and submit or rate a Porsche 911 story should visit 
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coolant from Mike Heupel's 911. Heupel, who also started as a 
guest and is not eligible for points, delivered a very tough fight 
with Patrick Huisman for ninth place. The duel ended with both 
drivers retiring after Heupel rammed Huisman's car.  

Finishing ninth, Richard Westbrook was the fastest of the strong 
British contigent which competed at Silverstone with the support 
of Porsche Cars Great Britain. Porsche Michelin Carrera Cup 
Britain points' leader Barry Horne finished 14th. VIP driver 
Robbie Kerr saw the checkered flag 25th one lap behind the 
winner after he was pushed off the track by a competitor in the 
first lap. Former motorcycle ace Aaron Slight (Monaco) suffered 
from a fellow competitor's driving error and brought his badly 
bruised Porsche over the finish line 18th.  
 
The next round of the Porsche Michelin Supercup will take place 
on the 3rd of August at the German Grand Prix.  
 
Frank Stippler (winner): "I drove a perfect race with fresh tires 
which was absolutely necessary because even the smallest 
mistake would have been enough for Mike to pass me. My 20 
points add a bit more suspense to 
the championship." 
 
Stéphane Ortelli (third): "That was 
great fun. Frank and Mike were 
kept busy with each other in front 
of me and I had the feeling that I 
was a bit faster. But I didn't want to 
risk anything in attacking." 
 
Fastest lap: Frank Stippler, 1:56.910min (=158.306kmh) 
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Porsche In The Park Picnic 
By: Calvin Leung, Red River Region 

As I awoke on Sunday morning, I got up and immediately took a 
glance out the window.  The skies were cloudy and looked pretty 
grey.  I crossed my fingers and hoped that there wouldn't be any 
rain.  Prior to the event, I had checked the forecast and had 
hoped that the chances for rain would decrease as the week 
went by.  No chance of that.  As my friends arrived to help me 
with the setup, I got ready for our region's Porsche in the Park 
Picnic. 

Once all our equipment and supplies were loaded, which 
included a full size barbeque, two canopies, a cooler full of ice 
and drinks, and a box of food we headed to the park.  Upon our 
arrival we realized the spot we had planned for was already 
taken by someone else.  So we set off in search of a different 
one.  One that was set within the shade of the trees but not too 
far from the road.  I looked up at the cloudy sky and wondered if 



the sun would be out at all that day.  We unloaded our cargo and 
began setting up the canopies and flew our Porsche and PCA 
flags with honour as we waited for the first Porsche to arrive.  

The first PCA Member to arrive was Tim and his wife, Marissa.  
Planning to stay for the entire event, they had other 
engagements and were unable to stay.  They were the first to 

arrive and the first to leave.   Our first Porsches to arrive were 
Wayne in his Boxster and Nick Nacionales from Porsche Auto 
Haus, in a Carrera 4.  By great generosity, Auto Haus helped 
sponsor our event by paying for half the food costs and providing 
us with a prize for a draw.  A Porsche sweatshirt and visor.  With 
the correct answer to the skill testing question, Which model of 
Porsche was on the cover of the last issue of Panorama? 
Answer: 356, Tobi won the prize to the draw.  We fired up the 
barbeque and began cooking the food.  From that point on we 
had it fired up until the end of the event.  More cars began rolling 
in, we had lots to eat, including hamburgers and hot dogs. 
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Seven Porsches belonging to Red River Region members gathered at  
the Pony Coral for “Cruise Night” 

and Malcolm’s 1999 Boxster. 
 The principal TV sponsor of the event, Global Television, 
conducted several interviews from which they will assemble 1-
minute “City Watch” segments that will begin airing starting mid-
August. The shots taken by other camera crews during the event 
could be used for promotion by the various TV stations any time 
before the actual Cruise, so keep watching the TV! 
 
 
Porsche Michelin Supercup, 7th Round at the British Grand 

Prix, Race Report  
By: PCNA, www.porschemotorsport.com  

 
Frank Stippler wins - Wolf Henzler retains Lead  
Frank Stippler (Germany) scored his second victory of the 
season at the seventh round of the Porsche Michelin Supercup 
in Silverstone. Starting from second on the grid Stippler took the 
lead immediately when pole-sitter Patrick Huisman fell back into 
the field with a faulty clutch. Over the entire 12-lap distance 
Stippler was under intense pressure from Mike Rockenfeller 
(Germany) but defended his lead and finished ahead of the 19-
year-old guest driver. With this win, Stippler, who ranks third 
overall in the series, closes the gap to points' leader Wolf 
Henzler to 18 points.  

Third place went to the reigning Supercup winner Stéphane 
Ortelli (Monaco). Coming from fifth on the grid Ortelli overtook 
Wolf Henzler right at the start while Henzler was engaged in a 
hefty duel with Rockenfeller.  
Patrick Long (USA), who competed as a guest like his team-
mate Mike Rockenfeller, finished fourth ahead of Pierre Kaffer 
and points' leader Wolf Henzler. Henzler had fallen back from 
the fourth to sixth place in lap ten when his Porsche slid on 
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Porsches on Parade – For M.S. 
By: Malcolm Hinds 

 
On Friday July 11, the Multiple Sclerosis Society, organizers of 
Cruisin’ Manitoba for MS, held a media kick-off to announce 
the details and arrangements for the Cruise, scheduled this year 
for September 14th. In attendance from the media were camera 
crews from Global TV, A-Channel, CBC and Shaw Cable, as 
well as a reporter from the Winnipeg Free Press. 
 
Apart from the usual round of speeches from the sponsors and 
organizers, the event was a photo opportunity for the cameras 
with eight special cars lined up in the sunshine (which later 
turned to rain). Appearing in the line up were two Hummers, one 
all decked out to advertise Wendy’s (a.k.a. the Hamburger 
Hummer!). Next was a Nash Metropolitan (license plate, “MY 

PET”), followed by a Corvair, (license plate, “NADER”). 
Rounding out the display were four Porsches from our club – 
David’s 1972 911, Kirk’s 1989 911 Carrera 4, Tobi’s 1985 944 

24 

A Global TV cameraman gets a close-up of the Porsche Crest on David’s 1972 911 

Wisdom in Car Buying — Part I 
Excerpt from Kevin R. Dill’s publication series: DRIVE FOR FREE 

 
 

NEVER SAY NEVER ... 
 
 unless of course the following apply. A great place to begin is by 
establishing a solid mind-set on what NEVER to do. Break the 
"never say never" rule and put the following ten NEVER 
principles into practice. Most, if 
not all, potential problems will 
be eliminated when making a 
car purchase if you: 
 

A. NEVER purchase a 
vehicle when you are not 
allowed to drive it first. 

B. NEVER purchase or pick 
up a car at night, under 
unfavorable weather 
conditions, or under any form of indoor artificial lightning. 
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As cars began to pull in, we'd arrange the line up of cars so that 
we'd have a line of Porsches along the road in the park.  We 
reached a maximum of 9 Porsches in a row.  The event brought 
together members that were unable to attend the monthly 
meetings, and a couple of new Porsche owners which saw us 
while passing by.  With plenty of food in our bellies we all 
gathered and took plenty of pictures with our line up of cars.  
With a quick phone call, Vicki had Global come down with a 
camera to film our event and our gathering of the Porsches.  
David spent some time in front of the camera talking about the 
PCA and the event. 

By this time, the sun had finally come out and the clouds had 
cleared. With the sun out and the afternoon winding down, the 
event came to an end.  We all set out for the Pony Corral where 
they several spots for our region to show our cars. 



Darkness hides many sins. 
C. NEVER buy under a deadline or under any pressure. 
D. NEVER buy out of naiveté or from someone who knows 

more than you do. 
E. NEVER overpay when there are other comparable choices 

for less. 
F. NEVER accept anything less than a complete inspection. 
G. NEVER assume what you are being told is true until it is 

confirmed. 
H. NEVER let emotions alone make the decision for you. 
I. NEVER ignore the advice of multiple counsel from others you 

trust. 
J. NEVER buy your first or only choice. 

 
With this last point, drop the belief people give into when faced 
with the self-imposed limitation, "I have no choice." Having only 
one choice is bad enough. Saying "I have no choice" is suicide. 
Here is a prudent safety rule to follow when faced with making a 
big decision like buying a car: 

Whenever you find yourself in a place of decision and you have 
less than three alternatives (or choices), walk away. 

It's common knowledge that a pre-arranged marriage creates no 
more flexibility than looking at only one car before taking 
ownership. Think of a critical decision you made in the past 
which left you with only one choice. What did you do? Was the 
decision easy? In fact, was it even pleasant? Not likely, unless it 
was the choice you wanted anyway. Now imagine this same 
critical moment with an additional two or three choices available 
to you. Each of us has been created to respond in a solution-
oriented way when putting the following into practice: 
 

With the creation of three or more 
choices regarding any decision, one 
is automatically motivated to move 

to choice, without unnecessary 
struggle or the worry of regret. 
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6) The 2002 model year Porsche with the heaviest vehicle curb 

weight of 3494 lbs. is the? 
A. 911 GT2 
B. Boxster S Tiptronic 
C. 911 Carrera 4 Tiptronic 
D. 911 Turbo Tiptronic 

 
7) The 2002 model year Porsche with the least vehicle curb 

weight of 2778 lbs. is the ? 
A. 911 GT2 
B. Boxster  
C. 911 Carrera 4 Tiptronic 
D. 911 Turbo Tiptronic 

 
8) The 2002 Carrera 4S boasts 0 -62 mph acceleration with a 

manual transmission of ? 
A. 4.0 seconds 
B. 4.9 seconds 
C. 5.1 seconds 
D. 5.6 seconds 

 
9) All 2002 Porsche models share the following: 

A. 4 valve per cylinder 
B. Dual overhead camshafts 
C. Mid-mounted engine 
D. 6 piston brake calipers 

 
10) Your Porsche calipers may be colored: 

A. Yellow 
B. Blue 
C. Gold 
D. Red 

 
Answers on Page 31. 
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Test Your Porsche Knowledge: 
By: Malcolm Hinds 

(Reprinted from “Chicago Scene”. Author: Mary Ann Nowakowski) 
 
 

1) According to Porsche’s 2002 Autoshow Brochure,  
“The road to excellence…….” 
A. Is uphill. 
B. Takes many turns. 
C. Is congested with slower cars. 
D. Is unpaved. 

 
2) The 2002 911 Carrera improvements include: 

A. A larger engine producing 320 horsepower. 
B. Aerodynamically re-sculpted front and rear fenders to in-

crease cooling by 15%. 
C. Re-tuned suspension for crisper response. 
D. All of the Above 

 
3) The 2002 limited edition 911 GT2 is 

A. The most powerful 911 ever built for the street, with 456 
horsepower. 

B. Is all wheel-drive. 
C. Is available with Tiptronic transmission. 
D. Is available with a 12 cylinder engine. 

 
4) Which vehicle is equipped with ceramic/carbon fiber brake 

discs? 
A. 2002 Boxster S 
B. 2002 911 Carrera 4S 
C. 2002 911 GT2 
D. 2002 911 Turbo 

 
5) The 2002 Boxster con-

vertible top opens in 
just? 
A. 6 seconds 
B. 10 seconds 
C. 12 seconds 
D. 16 seconds 
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Of all the buying principles listed, perhaps point seven is the one 
most commonly overlooked. After all, it's natural to want to think 
the best of everyone we meet. The reality is, deception runs 
rampant in often the most polished environment. The best 
wisdom in dealing with this issue can be found by listening to the 
ancient writer of the Biblical book of Proverbs who warns not to 
believe everything you hear when buying something (Proverbs 
14:15). In fact, King Solomon, the wisest and wealthiest man 
ever found in recorded history, provides a better approach in 
making such a decision by advising any potential buyer to seek 
knowledge, understanding, and good counsel in everything he 
does (Proverbs 20:18). To carry this a step further, one might 
even take the final part of his wisdom seriously. He 
acknowledges how since God can see through the lies of 
deception in a way man is unable to, God can steer a person 
clear of good-sounding bad values if one but asks for His 
involvement (Proverbs 20:24). Regardless of each person's 
spiritual belief system, this counsel is common sense at its best. 
Wisdom in buying can then be summarized in this simple 
statement: 

When one knows what is true, 
one can easily discern what is false. 

 
The decision regarding the purchase of an automobile and the 
on-going decisions required to maintain it hinge on several of 
these key principles. Be not deceived, this is a money decision 
which, next to your home, could be the largest purchase you ever 
make. The universal laws governing knowledge, wisdom and 
multiple choice apply throughout everything you are coached on 
in this text. 
 
.... next month .... buying from a dealer or a private seller? 
Copyright 2003 © Kevin R. Dill 
Kevin is a success coach and motivational writer and author of more than 40 
publications on automotive matters , personal achievement, and various "hot" 
topics of controversy and contrarianism. 
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Corners of the Mind Chapter 9: Attitude II - Balancing 
Opposites 

by Paul Young, San Diego Region  
(from THE WINDBLOWN WITNESS) 

We discussed attitude earlier, with the point that we can adopt a 
willingness to learn what is conducive to improving our driving 
skills. We recognize that we have personalities and emotions, 
but we strive to keep perspective on situations so that we can 
focus on the task at hand. The goal is to develop an attitude that 

allows us to gain from any occurrence or event —- no matter 
what. 

Part of this healthy perspective involves the balance of reward 
versus criticism; too much of either can be counterproductive.  
To have balance does not mean to jump up and down over a 
minor triumph to offset severely cursing over a petty error. 
Balance means to keep every situation in its proper perspective 

— neither too excitable nor too calm. 
12 

Porsche Parade 2003—Porsche 917 entered in the restoration concour. 
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a business and are willing to be a sponsor, or if you know of 
a company that might be willing to participate, we need to 
hear from you. 

• As a Porsche owner you are requested to participate in the 
day’s outing on September 14th with your car. The day is a 
fun drive with your passenger. All refreshments and meals 
(breakfast, lunch and dinner) are free – all you pay for is the 
gas. And if you break down, even the tow is free! 

 
If you are willing to become involved in either way, please 
contact the Team Captain, Malcolm Hinds. Contact details can 
be found on page 2 of this newsletter. Don’t delay – do it now. 
We need your support to make this a success. 
 
With 53,000 members and 140 Regions throughout the USA and 
Canada, the Porsche Club of America is the largest car club in 
the world.  



Porsche vehicles for the United States and Canada. A wholly 
owned, indirect subsidiary of Dr. Ing. h.c.F. Porsche AG, PCNA 
employs approximately 200 people who provide Porsche 
vehicles, parts, marketing and training for its 203 U.S. and 
Canadian dealers. They, in turn, provide Porsche owners with 
best-in-class service. 
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Pool Party - 2003 
By: Malcolm Hinds 

 
On July 13th, fourteen of the Red River Region members along 
with their family and friends enjoyed the fourth annual pool party. 
The day was hot and sunny and the pool water temperature was 
a comfortable 30°C – about 85°F. The usual BBQ supper of 
burgers, smokies and European wieners was followed by the 
traditional game of pool volleyball. This year however, the game 
was played with several balls in the air at the same time, making 
for a quick and exhausting game. The good news is that no one 
drowned and everyone had a great time! 
 
 

Red River Region Wins Award  
By: Malcolm Hinds 

 
At the Porsche Club of America, Parade 2003, held in June in 
Tampa, Florida, it was announced that the Red River Region 
had won a Public Service Award 2002 for the money raised for 
Multiple Sclerosis during Cruisin’ Manitoba for MS in September, 
2002. The Red River Region entered five cars in the event in 
2002, running under the banner of TEAM PORSCHE, and raised 
almost $1300 for MS. The plan for 2003 is to enter 12 to 15 cars.  
 
In support of the 2003 effort, the Captain of Team Porsche has a 
double appeal to make to all Red River Region members: 
 
• Sponsorships from businesses are required for each of the 

Porsche cars entered. The minimum pledge is $250 for which 
a tax-deductible receipt is provided. The name of each 
sponsor will be displayed on the car for all to see. If you own 

So how do we know what the correct level of response is to a 
situation in order to maintain proper balance? It depends on our 
goals. If we thrive on emotional roller coasters and simply want 
to have a joy ride, then react strongly to situations. Driving a 
Porsche at a track event can certainly provide this type of thrill! 
On the other hand, if we wish to better our driving skills and 
enjoy the process of improving as well as the driving itself, we 
need a different approach. 

Simply put, the point at which the reaction becomes a distraction 
is where we no longer are learning. Can we remember why we 
did so well or poorly? Can we learn from this situation? When we 
find that the thrill of victory or agony of defeat is all that we can 
remember, perhaps it is time to look at our perspective and 
adjust the balance. It takes discipline to divert some of our 
attention to the educational aspects of driving, to look at what we 
can learn from the situation. How much of our focus goes 
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into learning depends on how seriously we want to improve. I 
have had days where my driving grew by leaps and bounds. 
Other times I take a sabbatical and just drive for kicks. I believe 
that I still subconsciously learned some things when I was just 
out for a thrill, and I do truly enjoy the times when I learn a lot. I 
just try to keep the proper attitude for what my objectives are for 
that event. 

As we prepare to learn at a driving event, it is important to set 
realistic goals. The objective is to stretch — to give ourselves 
something to work for. This needs to be balanced with what we 
can reasonably attain. It is not easy to figure out what the just-
barely-attainable goal is for an event or run group. Although it is 
good to have a goal, it is more important to be able to adjust that 
goal as the situation warrants. As we gain experience, we will be 
able to set our goals more accurately. Perhaps our objective was 
unrealistic, and we need to work on something simpler, or more 
basic. We should try to recognize this and adjust accordingly. 
This is not the agony of defeat, but rather making the best of any 
given situation. If we find that our goal was too simple, we can 
work on more refinement, or tackle another aspect of our driving. 
At any driving skill level an instructor will usually offer some good 
insights and perspective. We should always have an attitude that 
there is more to learn!  

At some time in our driving career we may be confronted with a 
slump: that seemingly endless plateau of no improvement or 
even getting worse. What can we do about it? A strong scolding 
probably isn’t the answer, but neither is denial or quitting. 
Waiting passively isn't much help either. Once, after about two 
years of competing, I was losing ground relative to the rest of the 
entrants. Comparing autocross times, I was now one to two 
seconds slower than the group of drivers that I used to be more 
or less even with. I could not attribute it to anything but my 
driving. For four or five months I stumbled along, not really 
knowing what to do. 

The solution came from a number of sources. First, and perhaps 
most importantly, I adopted a positive attitude. I would not give 
up. I reasoned that although my driving might get better on its 

own, it would probably get better faster if I actively worked 
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with a diameter of 13 inches also play their part in the car’s 
performance. Eighteen-inch light alloy wheels with tires 
measuring 225/40 on the front axle and 295/30 on the rear axle 
transfer the braking power to the road. This model, as well as the 
Turbo, can be fitted with Porsche's revolutionary ceramic brake 
system, Porsche Ceramic Composite Brake (PCCB).  The 
Carrera 4S Cabriolet comes with an extensive range of standard 
equipment. This includes 
metallic paint, full leather 
interior, a hardtop and wind 
deflector. It will be available 
beginning in October of this 
year starting at a 
Manufacturers Suggested 
Retail Price of $93,200 U.S. 
and $136,700 Canadian.   

Porsche Cars North 
America, Inc. (PCNA), based in Atlanta, Ga., and its subsidiary, 
Porsche Cars Canada, Ltd., are the exclusive importers of 
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Porsche Announces 911  Carrera  4S  Cabriolet For 2004  
by PCNA 

 
 ATLANTA, GEORGIA, May 28, 2003 --- Porsche Cars North 
America today announced the introduction of the 911. Carrera. 
4S. Cabriolet for the 2004 model year. This new model combines 
exceptional driving dynamics with the feel of an open sports car.  

The 2004 Carrera 4S Cabriolet features a 3.6-liter six-cylinder 
engine that can reach a maximum track speed of 174 mph, 

matching that of the 
current 911 Carrera 
4S Coupe. The 
Cabriolet 
accelerates to 62 
mph in just 5.3 
seconds, two tenths 
of a second slower 
than the Coupe. 
This fact is very 
impressive given 
the additional 154 
lbs. in weight 
carried by the 

Cabriolet.  All drive and chassis components are perfectly in tune 
with the rigid Cabriolet body. The car's safety reserves include 
the standard electronic "Porsche Stability Management" (PSM) 
system for driving dynamics control, which works together with 
the four-wheel drive to ensure excellent driving stability.  

The soft top of the Carrera 4S Cabriolet is made from high-quality 
fabric and features the revolutionary zigzag folding. It takes a 
mere 20 seconds or so for the roof to unlock and fold back neatly 
beneath a protective cover.  Its rear wing emphasizes the lines of 
this model, which is 2.36 inches wider than that of the 911 
Carrera. The Carrera 4S Cabriolet borrows the characteristic light 
strip between the rear lights from the Carrera 4S Coupe.  

The Turbo brake system of the new Porsche Cabriolet delivers 
outstanding deceleration values and is thus on par with the 911 

Turbo. The perforated and internally ventilated brake discs 
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on it. Second, I knew driving improvements would not happen 
immediately, so I would be patient with my progress. Third, I was 
willing to try any approach that might help my driving. I tried to be 
as open minded as possible. And fourth, although I myself had 
been instructing in the club for a while, I sought advice and 
viewpoints from other instructors.  

Although other instructors had a variety of driving styles and 
perspectives, I found a common foundation: look for the line, use 

all of the course, and car 
control. The instructors 
o f f e r e d  m a n y 
suggestions. No one 
individual held the 
secret ,  but  each 
contributed a lot. I was 
responsible for taking all 
the inputs, sorting them 
all out, and applying 
what I could to my 
driving. I was able to 
step back from my 
driving and honestly look 
at what I needed to work 
on to improve. 

In terms of actual skills 
and techniques I needed work on, I found I was being too 
reserved and conservative. I was not being adventurous, willing 
to experiment or sensitive to my Porsche. I performed several 
tests and measured results. I taught myself to recognize when to 
use certain techniques, and when to try others. Willing to 
experiment was my attitude. I was quick to measure and learn. 
The slump ended as quickly as it had started, and soon I found 
myself actually bettering the times of my benchmark drivers. I 
haven’t really had another slump since, but, if I start losing the 
edge, I go back to the formula of attitude, patience, 
experimentation and input from other drivers. It seems to work.  

As beginners, we are constantly being reminded of two things:  
be smooth with the controls and we need to go slow to go 
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fast. Although very sound advice, it is beneficial to understand 
the true meaning and how to apply it. I insist that a student 
needs to have a certain degree of car control. I'd rather see car 
control than simply smoothness. If a driver can demonstrate 
three smooth laps in a row, they have demonstrated car control. 
Sometimes a student that will spin here and knock down a few 
cones there, claiming that it was "the car,” they were right at the 
edge or... Hey, cut the bull! Show me three consecutive laps 
where you drive briskly, use the proper line, and demonstrate 
control. Then we can move on. Most students can't do the three 
laps. The others usually 
surprise themselves at 
how slow they had to go 
to make it work. The 
point is not to embarrass 
them, but to illustrate 
that before one goes off 
hanging the tail (of the 
car) out, one needs to 
learn car control. 

Once we have car 
control, we are ready for 
m o r e  a d v a n c e d  
techniques. There are times when it is faster to use some 
oversteer through a tight corner. In the middle of the corner (or 
thereabouts) a slight lift on the throttle causes the rear of the car 
to step out (the beginning of a spin). Quickly, but smoothly, we 
apply throttle and straighten the car out. It takes practice, and a 
lot of sensitivity to get it right consistently. It may not be smooth, 
but it is deliberate, planned, and controlled. The key is to know 
when to use this technique (a tight autocross turn) and when not 
to (the chicanes at Holtville). Intentional, controlled oversteer is a 
handy tool, and the balanced driver will not overuse it. 

At some time or another in our driving career, we will have to 
deal with fear. It may be the worry of hurting our Porsche by 
tagging a cone or the dread of looking dumb while driving. Or it 
could be a near-panic situation, wondering which side of your 
airborne car will land first. Fear needs to be acknowledged and 
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dealt with consciously instead of ignored or stuffed.  I recall an 
incident at Willow Springs where I was trying different lines in 
Turn 8, the high-speed right-hand sweeper. Don’t laugh, but I 
was looking for a way to double apex the corner and be setup for 
Turn 9 a late-apex right-hander. I was at the outside edge of the 
course, which was arcing to the right, and quickly running out of 
track. I slowed a bit while trying to guide the car to the right (kind 
of trail braking), but the left wheels went off into the muddy 
shoulder. At 100mph, we started to spin, and came back across 
the track toward the inside. I kept my wits, thinking of how to get 
out of traffic and to a safer location. I steered the car 
(backwards, clutch in) across the track to the outside of the turn 
and pivoted it around facing forward again, just off the pavement 
in the mud. Engine still running. 

All of this happened in an instant, even at high speed. I looked 
back and analyzed the situation to see what went wrong. I had 
attempted to try a different line through a fast (115mph) section 
without first reducing my speed. Worst yet, I didn’t study the 

(Continued on page 29) 
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