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Classifieds: 
 
Throttle Response Cam for all 8-valve 924S or 944 engines.  Installs 
in minutes. Custom Made of Aluminum  $32.00     
Call Tobias 668-9639  
 

Left Steering knuckle/spindle for 944.  Fits all early models.  Offers   
Call Tobias 668-9639 
 

Intake Manifold for 8-valve 944 924S.  Offers.  Call Tobias 668-
9639 
1983 2.5L 944 engine , complete, ran flawlessly, very even 
compression, 
burned no oil. Make an offer.  
Call David 269-0019 
 

1986 944 turbo drivers door, nearly flawless black paint, will fit any 
924 -944 from about 1976 to 1992. $50 or offer. I paid $200 a couple 
of years ago for what was likely the last one in MB.  
Call David, 269-0019 
 

Wanted: 911 or 912 autostick, any condition. likely 1971 or earlier.  
Call David 269-0019 
 
 
 
 
 

To  advertise in the newsletter contact Tobias Theobald via email 
1985944@mts.net or telephone 668-9639  



Grapes Leon’s Centre is a proud supporter of the Red 
River Region, Porsche Club of America. 

********************************************************************* 

Quiz Answers: 1-C;  2-C; 3-D; 4-D; 5-C; 6-B; 7-C. 

 
Welcome to Our New Members 
December 2002- January 2003 

 

Gord Heidinger 
Eva Heidinger 
Winnipeg MB 

1979 928 Coupe 

30 

RED RIVER REGION CALENDER OF EVENTS 
 

Feb. 5  RRR meeting  7:00pm Grapes Leon Centre 
Feb. 7   Movie Night   T.B.A 
Feb. 9  RRR Rally   1:00 PM  Boston Pizza Pembina 
Hwy 
Feb. 7   Movie Night   T.B.A David Grant 269-0019 
Feb. 16  WSCC Ice Race.   Call  Peter Zenter  792-4285  
March 16 RRR Rally   1:00 PM  Boston Pizza Pembina 
Hwy 
April 26/27 Nord Stern Race   TBA  Brainerd, MN 
May 10/11 WSCC Race & Solo 9:00 am Gimli Motorsport Park 
June 7/8  WSCC Race & Solo 9:00 am Gimli Motorsport Park 
June 14/15 Nord Stern Race   TBA  Brainerd, MN 
July 19/20 WSCC Race & Solo 9:00 am Gimli Motorsport Park 
August 8/9/10 Nord Stern National Race TBA  Brainerd, MN 
August 16/17 WSCC Race & Solo 9:00 am Gimli Motorsport Park 
September 20/21 WSCC Race & Solo 9:00 am Gimli Motorsport Park 
September 20/21 Nord Stern Race   TBA  Brainerd, MN 
 
Common Acronyms:  
RRR  -  Red River Region of the Porsche Club of America 
WSCC  -  Winnipeg Sports Car Club 
Nord Stern  -  Minnesota Region of PCA operating primarily out of Minneapolis  
CBIR  -  Brainerd International Raceway (2 hours east of Fargo) 
Autocross  -  navigation of pylons at relatively low speeds in parking lot 
Pro-solo  -  3 lap run on the racetrack; 1 car on track at a time 

 
In this Issue: 

Chapter 6 of the “Corners of the Mind”  Page 12 … 
 

4  President’s Column 
6 Christmas Party Report 
7 Survey Results 
8 New MACC Representative Needed 
9 New Porsche Cars North America C.E.O 
11  Porsche Quiz  
18 2003 Porsche 911 GT3 
20 How Old Are Your Tires? 
21 Porsche 911 Top Car for Rolex 24 in Daytona 
27 Red River region Coming Events 
28 Fender Seal Replacement 
29 Reading That Oil Temp Gauge 
31 Classifieds 
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President’s Column – Keith Gordon 
 
So by the time you read this, I will no longer be President. They always 
say to grab an audience right off the top, so how was that? 
 
Actually this has been an idea that has been germinating among all of 
us in the executive ever since I decided to pursue my MBA at the 
Schulich School of Business in Toronto instead of locally. We were 
unsure how the club would function with a President who only came to 
town on breaks from graduate school, but we decided to try it and 
revisit the issue at Christmas. Though things were managing alright, a 
lot of it was due to the efforts of the other executive, and I felt guilty as 
my workload did not allow me enough time to devote to PCA 
activities. 
 
Therefore, I have resigned my position effective January 4, 2003 which 
moves me into the position of Past-President, so I remain on the 
executive board. Our newly elected Vice-President, David Grant will 
then move into the President’s chair for the remainder of my term. 
Since the election for Vice-President has just taken place in December 
the board has appointed runner-up Tobias (Tobi) Theobald into the 
Vice-President’s position. This new look to the board sees three new 
faces and brings new people to the table which promotes the long term 
sustainability of the club, as well as always ensuring that the Secretary 
does not have to chair the meetings and record the minutes 
simultaneously. I mean Malcolm is talented but let’s give the guy a 
break. 
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of the new seal and cut as required.  Clean the slot and fender area with 
a damp rag and then follow up with a cleaning wax (e.g. 3M Light 
Oxidation Remover).  Once clean, coat the trimmed seal with a water-
soluble lubricant (e.g. 3M Vinyl and Leather Conditioner), align the 
seal in the slot, and work it in.  Pull on the fender lip to help open the 
slot.  Keep wiggling and pushing until the seal is properly placed.  
Retighten the socket head screws and wipe off any excess lubricant. 
 
 

Reading a 911 Oil-Temperature Gage 
By: Michael Budinski, Niagara Region PCA 

 
For many years, Porsche 911s used a VDO oil-temperature gage 
without any digits just several dashes and a red zone.  Without any 
numbers, it is difficult to accurately determine the temperature of the 
engine oil. 
 
Although direct reading gages (and sending units) are available (after 
market), these gages are expensive (about $100.00) and require 
installation.  I recently learned a trick to determine the exact 
temperature scale on a 911 VDO oil- temperature gage.  As shown in 
the figure, very small numbers are printed on the left side of the oil 
gage scale just out of view.  These numbers are temperature calibration 
values for the gage (in Celsius).  Each gage is individually calibrated 
and the temperature scale varies from gage to gage.   

 
R e a d i n g 
t h e s e 
n u m b e r s 
requires a 
s m a l l 
f l a s h l i g h t ,  
g o o d 
eyesight (or a 
magnifying 
glass) and a 
very flexible 

neck.  However, once you locate the scale, fudicial marks may be 
transferred onto the top of the gage to provide reference temperatures.  
During normal operation, the 911 engine operates between 180 and 



911 Fender Seal Replacement 
By M. Budinski, Niagara Region PCA 

 
I have noticed at local PCA concours events, many nicely prepared 
911s with severely faded and cracked front fender to cowl seals.  After 
rectifying the same situation on my ’87 911, I decided to write a brief 
technical article on replacing this seal. 
 
 
 
Fender to cowl seal.  
Photo:  M. Budinski 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I ordered my seals 
from Vertex because 
they are a very cost competitive supplier.  I think the parts cost a whole 
$5.  In general, though, I like to buy any polymeric or elastomeric parts 
directly from PCNA.  I believe the factory is more diligent about 
accrediting reputable suppliers for polymeric components than 
aftermarket suppliers.   
 
The steps to replacing this seal are quite simple.  Loosen the socket-
head cap screws inside the fender cowling as shown below (accessed 
by opening the door).  Using relatively long fingernails grip the old seal 
and pull upwards.  It should readily slide out.  If not, pull on the lip of 
the fender to help open the slot as you pull on the seal.   
 
 
 
Remote location make the 
socket  head screws 
challenging to loosen.  
Photo: M. Budinski 
 
Use the old seal to 

measure the length 
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In other region news, both the Schellenkens have had births in the past 
two months. Congratulations to Kris on their new baby and to Wayne on 
both the newborn and the new Red River Region website which can be 
found at http://vista.pca.org/rev/ Check out the website at your 
convenience and the baby pictures at the next meeting Wayne is able to 
get to between diaper changes.  
 

As for news from the Upper Canada Region here in southern Ontario, we 
had the annual Christmas “secret Santa” gift exchange. In my usual spirit 
of mischief and irony I gave a model Ferrari F40 wrapped in Porsche 
Carrera GT photos. (just for Gord Luy) About 75 people participated, 
with the nicest gift being a suede MOMO steering wheel donated by the 
local rep, and yours truly receiving a framed Porsche photo from last 
year’s UCR concours de’elegance. The January meeting was a low key 
affair held at a German pub, but the club picked up the entire tab for 
dinner which was very nice. Next month is the annual charity auction 
which includes on- line bidding for some items, so check out the items on 
the website at  http://www.pcaucr.org/pcaucr/site.nsf/public/home If 
there is anything you win I will personally take care of getting it to you. 
Apparently last year there were so many items donated and the 
competition in bidding was so fierce that the auction went until 12:30 
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am, which would explain this year’s on- line portion to allow access to a 
wider Porsche community and get us in attendance to bed earlier. 
 
One of my final initiatives as President was the creation of a region 
business directory that would provide an annual rundown of the region 
membership including their respective companies. Many of our region 
members own companies or work at companies that provide products 
and services other members need, but they are unaware. With an annual 
business directory we might learn a little bit more about our fellow 
PCA members beyond our primary advertisers and sponsors. Please 
find the enclosed mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter or contact our 
VP/Editor at 1985944@mts.net or 204-668-9639 with your details. I’ll 
show you how easy it is: Keith Gordon; Audio Engineer & AV 
consultant; Keith Gordon Productions 204-227-1631 See, that wasn’t 
hard. 
 
Lastly, some of you may recall a survey that I sent out a long time ago 
in the newsletter. I had mainly intended on it to be an internal 
barometer of how the club was progressing in its development and to 
ensure that we were not neglecting any of the events that our members 
wanted to see that were within our somewhat limited capabilities to put 
on. I know that I would love to host a PCA club race at Gimli 
Motorsport Park, but I know it is beyond the capacity of a region of our 
size. Never the less, I thought it might be a nice outgoing message to 
share some thoughts from the survey results as we move into the third 
era of our young region. Please find the article further on in this 
newsletter.. 
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Christmas Party Report 
Submitted by: Malcolm Hinds 

 
On January 3rd 2003, eighteen of the Red River Region members, 
family and friends met at Grapes Leon’s Centre for the Holiday season 
dinner. The evening was sprinkled with conversation, good food and 
just a little to drink. Speeches were kept to a minimum in order to 
encourage the attendees to return next year. A draw was held for 
several small door prizes. A great time was had by all! 

Fuel System:   100 Liter FT3 Safety Fuel Cell with Quick Refill 
System 
  Jacking: Three-point on board air jacks system 
 
Vehicle Weight: Approximately 1,100 kg (2442 lbs) per Le Mans 
Regulations 
 
 

Red River Region Porsche Club Coming Events  
 

Winter Rally Series  
FEB.9 and MAR.16  
 
Meet at BOSTON PIZZA, 2729 Pembina Hwy 1PM  
FREE TO PCA MEMBERS  
ONLY $5/ COUPLE FOR NON-MEMBERS  
If you have tried this before, you are probably eager for more. If you 
have never tried an entry level road rally you really should. Everyone 
has been very pleased at each of our after-rally parties, so don't stay 
home. You will need a helper (team of two or more) a clip board, pen, 
pencil, a working odometer, driver's licence, and proof of car 
insurance. Don't worry if your Porsche is asleep for the winter- most of 
them are. The course will be a leisurely, scenic drive, for a couple of 
hours.  
David Grant 269-0019 
 
 
Film night and engine assembly show and tell  
Feb. 7  
 
David Grant's house. Treats, race films, and tech sessions, catering to 
those of you that attend. RSVP (d.g@mts.net) or call David 269-0019 
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The most extensive coverage for all the classes at the Rolex 24 and the 
Grand-Am series is the official Grand-Am web site 
(www.grandamerican.com), where fans can follow the qualifying 
sessions and the race with live timing and scoring on- line.  
 
2003 PORSCHE 911 GT3 RS TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 
 
ENGINE: 
Six-Cylinder Boxer:  3598 cc - 76.4mm stroke, 99.99mm bore 
Horsepower:  435 @ 8250 rpm (with two 30.8mm restrictors) 
Torque: 395 Nm @ 7200 rpm 
Max RPM:  8500 
Cooling: Water Cooled 
Intake System:Six Individual Throttle Valves 
Fuel Injection:  Sequential multi-point Bosch MS 3.1 system 
with ignition  
  Control Lubrication: 
Dry Sump with Heat Exchanger and Mobil 1 oil 
Exhaust System:  Open without Catalytic Converter 
 
POWERTRAIN: 
Transmission:  Six Speed Manual, type G96/61 with oil/water heat  
  exchanger 
Gear Shift:  Cable Controlled 
Flywheel:  Single Mass with triple disc racing clutch 
Differential:  Limited Slip - 40/60percent 
 
BODYWORK: 
Chassis:  Revised, Weight-optimized 911 GT3 Chassis  
Composites:  Carbon KevlarAerodynamically Optimized Front Nose 
and   Tail Section, Front Fenders, Front and Rear Hood, 
Fender Flares, Doors, Rear Tail and Lid - Plastic Door, Side, and Rear 
Windows,  
 
Safety:   Six Point Seat Belt/Harness, Welded in Roll 
Cage, Quick 
  Lock Steering Wheel, Fire Extinguisher System 
Seating: Racing Bucket Seat, Driver Only, Bracket for passenger  
  seat 
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Survey Results  
Keith Gordon 

 
• Interested in all current events, no complaints 
• Interest in having go kart racing & more action events  

(ie. Drives after meetings) 
• Try everything, promote towards bigger turnouts  

(newsletter & prizes) 
• Go karts & driver’s education, plus computer racing games 
• More cruise days/scenic drives/fun rallies & a Porsche swap 

meet 
• Enjoy drives & movie nights, perhaps region Porsche storage 

space for winter 
• Go karts, auto auctions, paintball or laser tag 

 
All of these survey results were quite positive which I took as a good 
sign that we have been managing to meet the members’ needs so far. 
Many offer suggestions for even more events for the club to put on, in 
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addition to the current roster, especially the go karting theme. Perhaps 
this spring we can finally get a season of go karting events running for 
the club, and I would like to take this opportunity to see if anyone was 
interested in stepping up to undertake organizing a single day or season 
of go karting.  
 
Please contact any member of the executive and we’ll be sure to 
provide you with plenty of assistance, support and direction. You’ll 
never be in it alone. Lastly, these results are only a launch point for 
future suggestions. If at any time you have feedback or suggestions for 
the club, either positive or negative, please contact any of us on the 
executive. We will do our utmost to improve the club as best we can 
for all of us to enjoy and we would love to hear from you. After all, it’s 
your club too. Thanks. 

 
 

DOCTOR DENT 
Painless Dent Removal 

1400 St. James St. Winnipeg 
Tel: (204) 786-3368 

 

MING 
Auto Beauty & Protection Centres 

1400 St. James St. Winnipeg 
Tel: (204) 786-7681 

and 

19 Stapleton St. Winnipeg 
Tel: (204) 661-3900 

New MAAC representative needed 
 

We are looking for a new representative for the Red River Region to 
attend the meetings of MAAC. (Manitoba Association of Automotive 
Clubs) MAAC is a province-wide organization designed to promote 

c h e c k e r e d  f l a g  a t  
1:00 PM - plus the victory circle and post-race celebration. Also, the 
more than 110 affiliates of the Motor Racing Network (MRN) 
nationally will provide coverage on the radio - check local listings for 
time in your area.  
 
The cars will see their first track time on Thursday, January 28, when 
practice opens at 10:00 AM. The first round of qualifying will take 
place Thursday afternoon, followed by a night practice Thursday night. 
Final qualifying will take place on Friday, with the race starting 
Saturday at 1:00 PM Eastern time. 
 
The official Porsche media web site - www.press.porsche.com - will 
have qualifying information for the Rolex 24 for the Porsches entered, 
and will post stories and photos during and after the race. Porsche 
media web site users enter the word "carrera" for both user name and 
password, then choose "motorsports news" and "24 Hours of Daytona" 
to find the Rolex 24 updates. The same information is posted for 
consumers on Porsche's main site www.porsche.com/motorsport (click 
on Porsche Motorsports North America and "race reports"). 
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Besides Seikel's all-European driving team, there is a two-car Porsche 
911 GT3 RS Italian-based effort entered by MAC Racing - one with an 
Italian driving squad and one with French drivers. System Force 
Motorsport from The Netherlands has entered a Porsche 911 GT3 RS 
for three Dutch drivers, and the other Porsche GT entry is the NETTTS 
Racing Porsche 911 GT3 RS of Mark Greenberg/Jim Nelson/Barry 
Bresinger. 
 
In all, there are 17 GT entries so far at Daytona, with 12 of them being 
Porsche 911 GT3 RS race cars.  
 
Since the Porsche 911 GT3 RS family of race cars was introduced in 
1999, the car has been constantly updated and improved, but race fans 
will be hard pressed to tell the difference between the 1999 and 2000 
GT3 R, and the 2001 - 2003 GT3 RS. The latest version of the Porsche 
911 GT3 RS is almost identical to the 2002 model. The engine and 
drivetrain are the same, but the car now produces 435 horsepower at 
8,250 RPM thanks to a lighter engine and improvements in weight 
distribution with a light-weight cooling system which takes about 30 
pounds out of the engine.  
 
Built at the Porsche Motorsport in the Research and Development 
Department at Weissach, the Porsche 911 GT3 RS delivers the 435 
horsepower from its proven 3.6-liter normally-aspirated engine. In 
1999, its first year of competition, the car finished 1-2 in class at Le 
Mans, and has won its class in the both the Grand Am and American 
Le Mans Series two years in a row. The car has also won its class three 
years in a row at the Daytona 24 Hours and the three years running at 
the 12 Hours of Sebring as well as the 24 Hours of Le Mans.  
 
More than 100 Porsche 911 GT3 R/RS race cars have been sold so far 
worldwide, with almost half of those cars having raced in the U.S. 
The 2003 Rolex 24 at Daytona will be televised live - the first eight 
hours and the last seven hours - on The Speed Channel starting at 12:30 
PM Eastern time on Saturday, February 1. Speedvision will telecast a 
30-minute pre-race show followed by the green flag at 1:00 PM, and 
will stay with the race until 9:00 PM. The network will then pick up the 
event on Sunday morning at 6:00 AM, and carry it through the 
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Fred Schwab Ceases leadership at Porsche Cars North America 
Source:  www.Porsche..de 

 
Stuttgart/Atlanta. From 1985 onwards he was a top management 
member of the largest foreign sales company at Dr. Ing. h.c.F. Porsche 
AG, Stuttgart, taking up the head position in 1992. Now a successful 
career is drawing to a close: 
Fred Schwab, President and 
CEO of Porsche Cars North 
America (PCNA) seated in 
Atlanta, Georgia, will cease 
leadership on the 1st of March 
2003. The PCNA Supervisory 
Board has nominated his 
successor  to  be Peter  
Schwarzenbauer, currently still 
Managing Director of Porsche 
Iberica for the Spanish and 
Portuguese markets. 
 
For ten years Fred Schwab was 
“Mister Porsche” in the USA 
and Canada. Under his leadership PCNA continually extended its 
position as the most important sales company at Porsche AG. As the 
sales figures for 1992/93 only accounted for 3,700 sports cars, the last 
fiscal year 2001/02 saw this figure rise to more than 23,100 car sales in 
the USA and Canada. Thus, under his auspices, the North American 

Peter Schwarzenbauer 
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and enhance the interests of automotive enthusiasts of all stripes at the 
provincial level. They are involved with provincial and municipal 
legislators, the RCMP and Winnipeg police, countless charities, the 
World of Wheels, and many other car shows throughout Manitoba. 
MAAC meets monthly at the various Pony Corral restaurants, but 
avoids the summer and Christmas so as to avoid the busy times for car 
clubs, which results in seven meetings per year. If you are interested in 
checking out a meeting before deciding, please let me know and I’ll let 
you know where the next one will be held. Thanks. Keith Gordon 204-
227-1631 



continent advanced to become the most important sales market for 
Porsche cars in the world. 
 
Fred Schwab was born on the 28th of March 1939 in Detroit. His 
vocational career started in 1960 at the Touche Ross and Company 
(today known as Deloitte & Touche), management consulting 
company, where he rose to be accepted as a partner in the company. In 
1974 he moved to the Fruehauf Corporation, manufacturer of 
commercial-vehicle trailers. In 1982 he was appointed to Executive 
Vice President of the company. Three years later Schwab moved on to 
join PCNA. 
Peter Schwarzenbauer was born on the 19th of October 1959 in 
Bavaria’s Weissenburg. His school time was spent in Munich and 
Brazil. After successfully graduating in business administration at the 
Munich University of Applied Sciences he moved on to BMW AG in 
charge of overseas markets in Central Marketing. In 1988 he was 
appointed Head of Product Events in this area. Then he switched from 
cars to bikes: from 1990 to 1992 he took up a position as Business 
Development Manager in the motorcycle division of BMW of North 
America. Two years later he took over the sales management for 
Europe at BMW Motorcycles in Munich. 
 
The change to 
Porsche AG 
was then 
undertaken in 
1994. 
Schwarzen-
bauer was 
initially Sales 
Manager for 
the German 
market in 
Sales moving 
on two years 
later to take up 
the Head of Marketing position. In 1997 the company appointed him 
Managing Director of Porsche Iberica, Madrid. Schwarzenbauer is 
married and has one son. 

The other Orbit Racing Porsche will be driven by the Classic Industries 
father/son team of Joe and Jay Policastro, who are Grand-Am and 
vintage racing veterans. This year, they have purchased a new 2003 
Porsche 911 GT3 RS, and hope to be near the top of the GT class for 
the Rolex 24. 
 
Two of the top American road racers, Johannes Van Overbeek and 
David Murry, will team up with Dave Strandridge and Ricahrd 
Starenka in the Rennwerks Motorsports Porsche 911 GT3 RS. At the 
recent Daytona test, Murry showed how competitive this car can be by 

turning the third-fastest time behind the two Orbit cars. 
 
While Bergmeister and Bernhard, who will share an Alex Job Racing 
Porsche in the upcoming American Le Mans Series, toil in The Racer's 
Group car, the Schumacher Racing Porsche 911 GT3 RS will host the 
other two Alex Job Racing Porsche factory pilots, Lucas Luhr and 
Sascha Maassen, along with team owner Larry Schumacher and 
Porsche racing veteran Martin Snow. The Schumacher car ran a limited 
schedule last year, and was in the top five wherever it ran. 
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Alwin Springer, president of Porsche Motorsport North America, 
agreed that the competition is tough, but the experience of winning the 
Rolex 24 is hard to overcome. 
 
"We are pleased that our customer teams have hired drivers who have 
been successful at Daytona in the past - it really gives Porsche an edge 
over the others especially at night, when rain, cold weather and lack of 
sleep can cause inexperienced teams to make mistakes," said Springer. 
 
In fact, since the debut of the Porsche 911 GT3 RS family of race cars 
at Daytona in 2000, the car has won the GT class each year, and most 
of those drivers will compete this year as well.  
 
Besides Buckler's defending championship entry, the Italian drivers 
who won in 2000 - Fabio Rosa, Gabrio Rosa, and Luca Drudi - are all 
back, and will be joined by former Formula One star Alex Caffi in the 
Seikel Racing Porsche 911 GT3 RS. Caffi has driven with the team 
both at Daytona and Le Mans in the past, and helped lead the team to 
victory in that French classic in 2001.  
 
The Racer's Group has also entered two other Porsches in the GT class, 
including last year's Daytona winning car, which will be driven by 
Long Beach Grand prix President Jim Michaelian along with R.J. 
Valentine, Tom Hessert and Tom Hessert, Jr. The Racer's Group's third 
Porsche - last year's Le Mans-winning car - will be piloted by David 
Lacey/Andrew Davis/Tom Nastasi/Robert Julien.  
 
Several other teams have top Porsche 911 GT3 RS entries, including 
the Jupiter, Florida-based Orbit Racing team, which caught everyone's 
attention two years ago when when NASCAR star Kyle Petty passed 
10 cars lining up for a "photo" finish on the last turn to pass a 
competitor for seventh place overall. Petty is back to drive the #43 
(what else?) Orbit Racing Porsche 911 GT3 RS, along with car owner 
and business partner Leo Hindery, Florida yacht dealer Peter Baron, 
and Porsche factory driver Mark Lieb. Lieb, who won the Porsche 
Carrera Cup series in Germany last year, co-drove with Alex Job 
Racing in a Porsche at both Sebring and Road Atlanta in 2002.  
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Test Your Porsche Knowledge: 
(Reprinted from “Chicago Scene”. Author: Mary Ann Nowakowski) 

 
1) The rampant black horse on a yellow field in the center of the 

Porsche crest: 
A. Was designed by Ferry Porsche 
B. Was designed by Max Hoffman 
C. Is the coat of arms of the city of Stuttgart 
D. Is the coat of arms of the city of Zuffenhausen 

 
2) The 5000th Porsche was completed in: 

A. 1952  B. 1953  
C. 1954    D. 1955 

 
3) The Porsche Club of America was founded in: 

A. 1952    B. 1953 
C. 1954    D. 1955 

   
4) The first major commissioned project for Porsche after WWII 

was the: 
A. Beetle    B. Lohner-Porsche 
C. Sascha    D. Cisitalia GP 

   
5) The first Porsche car named a Porsche was completed in 

A. Late 1946   B. 1947  
C. 1948    D. 1949 

   
6) The first Porsche car was: 

A. Rear engine   B. Mid engine 
C. Front engine 

   
7) How many Porsches were built through July 1999: 

A. 870,000   B. 930,000 
C. 1.1 million   D. 1.7 million 

 
 
 
Answers on Page 30 
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Corners of the Mind: Chapter 6: Practice III - Without Car 
by Paul Young, San Diego Region (from THE WINDBLOWN WITNESS) 

 
About five years ago, I performed an interesting experiment. I had been 
instructing for several years and was looking for ways to teach more 
effectively. The problem with many autocross events is the track time 
is short and the wait time is long. Given the situation, I was looking for 
a way to maximize the learning. 
 
Often, I'll get a student that will ask "How fast was I going?" or "What 
are my times compared to the class?" Naturally, I try to discourage this 
sort of question, as drivers should be trying to improve and focus on 
their own driving instead of getting all excited and distracted by the 
thrill and competition. Does knowing time or speed somehow 
magically make one drive faster, smoother, or better? I doubt it. I do 
not normally like to carry a stopwatch with me while I  am instructing, 
but for some reason I had one on this occasion.  
 
Anyhow, I had this idea for an experiment. My student was a first-
timer, but she seemed to be getting the hang of things reasonably well. 
I timed her laps in the first run group, and the times were dropping by 
about one or two seconds per lap, but occasionally a lap would get 
worse -- remember, this was a new student. After that first run group, 
she had made some decent progress, but still had a long way to go. She 
understood the essentials; her seating and hand position were correct, 
she realized the importance of smoothness, and the basics of the line 
were beginning to develop. It would be another hour and a half until 
she drove again, and I asked her if she wanted additional practice. Her 
response was "Sure!". 
 
"Okay, fine," I said. "Now, before the next time your run group is up, I 
want you to spend some time practicing the course. Find a chair, or sit 
in your car. Close your eyes and spend five or ten minutes driving the 
course in your mind. More time if you wish -- the more the better." 
 
She looked worried, "But I don't remember all the turns." 
 
"Do you remember some of them, or at least what parts of the track felt 
like to drive?" 
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Porsche 911 GT3 RS Tops its Class  
for the 41TH Rolex 24 at  Daytona 
Source: www.porschemotorsport.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T i m o Bernhard 
(right in p h o t o ) ,  
Jorg Bergmeister (left in photo), Kevin Buckler, Michael Schrom, Lucas 
Luhr, Fabio Rosa. Gabrio Rosa, Luca Drudi - all former Rolex 24 Hour 
winners, will have Porsche 911 Power for the 2003 classic- 
 
DAYTONA BEACH, FL. - January 22 - A strong contingent of former 
Rolex 24 Hours at Daytona winners racers will be trying for another  
title in Porsche 911 GT3 RS race cars as entries continue to  grow for 
the 41th running of  the Rolex 24 February 1-2.  
 
Leading the Porsche charge are last year's GT class champions, Kevin 
Buckler/Jorg Bergmeister/Timo Bernhard/Michael Schrom, who will 
be back to defend their title in the 2003 The Racer's Group Porsche 911 
GT3 RS. Although it will be hard to top the thrill of last year's win, 
team owner Buckler has settled down to the business at hand. 
 
"Winning Daytona. Le Mans, and the Porsche Cup last year was a 
once- in-a-lifetime experience, but the racing world is not impressed 
with past glory once the green flag drops. There are a bunch of 
competitive Porsches in this race, along with some very fast Ferraris 
and a big-engined Marcos that has led this race before," said Buckler, 
whose team has again earned the presence of Porsche German factory 
drivers Jorg Bergmeister and Timo Bernhard for this event. 
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Porsche Cars North America, Inc. (PCNA), based in Atlanta, Ga., and 
its subsidiary, Porsche Cars Canada, Ltd., are the exclusive importers 
of Porsche vehicles for the United States and Canada. A wholly owned, 
indirect subsidiary of Dr. Ing. h.c.F. Porsche AG, PCNA employs 
approximately 200 people who provide Porsche vehicles, parts, 
marketing and training for its 203 U.S. and Canadian dealers. They, in 
turn, provide Porsche owners with best- in-class service. 
 
 

How Old Are Your Tires Really? 
Tobias Theobald Red River Region 

 
Last year, while on a road trip through Indiana, I stopped at Tire Rack 
and had a new set of tires put on my car.  The tread wasn’t worn down, 
but the tires were cracking with age.  Shortly before I my trip I 
wondered; How old are my tires?  I bought a car with a complete bill 
history so I knew my tires were 9 years old.  If this isn’t the case for 
you just look on the sidewall.  
 
The US Department of Transportation requires all tires are stamped 
with a “birthday“, the week the tire was molded.  On the sidewall you 
will find a  marking that starts with “DOT” followed by 3 or 4 numbers    
DOT269 means the tire was molded the 26th week of 1999….  Or in an 
unlikely case   the 26th week of 1989.  Some manufacturers are using 
decade markings, but it isn’t required.  For tires with the decade 
marking the same tire would be stamped DOT2699. 
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"Why, yes." 
 
"Good! So just drive the course as best as you can remember, and make 
up the rest -- fill in the blanks with what seems close -- it doesn't matter 
that it isn't exact. Now, very importantly, as you are driving, don't drive 
anything less than perfectly smooth. It's your mind, so you are in 
complete control of this little movie, and can imagine driving perfectly. 
Feel how beautifully the car handles. How all your inputs to the car are 
smooth and how your Porsche responds by following the perfect line. 
Think about the sensation of smoothness as you corner, brake, and 
accelerate. You're getting better and better with each lap. Don't imagine 
any mistakes: Only practice perfect laps in your mind." 
When the time came for her run group again she mentioned that she 
had done as I requested and practiced driving the track in her mind. I 
timed the first lap of the run group and it was three seconds faster than 
her best previous lap. Three seconds per lap. Now, how can you 
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lower lap times? Practice, practice, practice. How was she able to 
improve her lap times by three seconds between run groups? By 
practicing between run groups, even without a car. Her driving was 
smoother, and she seemed to recognize the course better too. The 
remaining laps in the second run group improved also. I have repeated 
this experiment on other occasions to verify that it works with a variety 
of drivers. I personally have always found it a useful method of 
learning. Is it practicing? You're damn right it is! How else could 
someone improve their lap times without practicing? 
 
My point is that practice doesn't always have to be on the track, nor 
does it even have to be while driving. The beauty of this is that you can 
work on performance driving anytime! Of course I cannot guarantee 
three seconds per lap for everyone. Nonetheless, it is another valuable 
tool for performance drivers to improve their skill. Just as last time we 
learned to take advantage of the opportunity for practice while we are 
commuting, we can similarly use idle time at events (or anytime for 
that matter) to practice in our minds. After all, since the mind is the 
most important part of the driver, we should be able to make some 
progress just by exercising our gray matter. 
 
There are several points to remember while doing this visualization 
exercise. First, don't expect perfection in remembering every detail of 
the track. You are trying to ingrain smoothness, technique, and good 
habits into your mind, and this can be done on an imaginary course. 
Also, this exercise will stimulate your subconscious somewhat which 
will remember more of the course than the conscious part of your mind 
-- you will truly retain more than you might initially think. True, the 
more you can remember of a particular track, the better, but it is not 
essential to perfecting the technique. Yes, you should try to remember 
the course, but don't worry if you don't; just drive what you do 
recollect. 
 
Second, be sure to practice perfect laps no matter what course you are 
visualizing. Imagine what it would be like to drive it with absolute 
smoothness, how the car hooks up and uses all of the course.  How 
your braking is strong, but controlled, and the transitions are seamless. 
Get into a really good groove lap after lap. The more you practice 
correctly, the more of a habit it will become when you actually drive. 
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The most striking visual feature of the new 911 GT3 is its unique rear 
wing that is largely responsible for excellent directional stability at high 
speeds and increased downforce for fast corning. Combining a 
redesigned front apron, the GT3 achieves an outstanding drag 
coefficient (Cd=0.30) for a car in its class. 
 
The GT3's handling is further enhanced by a sports suspension, wider 
and lighter wheels, and wider tires. Front wheels are 8.5 inches wide 
fitted with 235/40 ZR 18 tires, and rear wheels are 11 inches wide with 
295/30 ZR 18 tires. 

Brakes on the GT3 have been improved as well. Front brakes now 
feature six-piston, rather than the previous four-piston monobloc brake 
calipers and larger discs fitted with Porsche-patented cooling ducts. 
The ABS brake system was also modified. The new system (ABS 5.7) 
has a faster and more sensitive control response. It is also lightweight 
and provides greater stability for ABS braking. Porsche Ceramic 
Composite Brake (PCCB) discs, standard on the 911 GT2, can be fitted 
on request. 
 
Priced at $99,900 in the United States, the 2003 Porsche 911 GT3 will 
be in North American Porsche dealerships in May 2003. 



of it. Visualizing at an event will offer instant 'extra' practice or pseudo-
track time.  Visualization can also be done at anytime, given a suitable 
environment (relatively quiet and undisturbed). Other means of mental 
practice and study, such as corner working or videotapes will contribute to 
a driver's overall performance. The key is to look for opportunities to gain 
extra practice time -- even in the most unlikely situations!  

 
 

Porsche Announces 911 GT3 
by PCNA 

 
ATLANTA, DECEMBER 19, 2002 --- Porsche has revealed plans to 
introduce an ultra high performance version of its 911 Carrera Coupe 
sports car to the world market in the spring of 2003. The new model, 
named the 911 GT3, represents the most powerful non-turbocharged 
Porsche ever offered for street use in the United States and Canada. 
 
Based on the previous 911 GT3 that was not available in North America, 
the 2003 Porsche 911 GT3 features a 3.6-liter, flat- six cylinder engine 
producing 380 horsepower (SAE) and 285 pound-feet of torque. With a 
power output of an impressive 105 horsepower per liter, the engine propels 
the 911 GT3 from 0 to 60 mph in 4.3 seconds, from 0 to 100 mph in 9.4 
seconds, and to a top track speed of 190 mph. To handle this increased 
performance, the 911 GT3's transmission is fitted with transmission oil 
cooling and injection oil lubrication and has undergone some additional 
reinforcements. 

Hey, would you rather fantasize about bad laps or good ones?  
Third, do your visualization at a place and time when you won't be 
distracted. Don't visualize in a noisy crowd, or in your car with the 
radio blasting. Find a place where you are comfortable and rested. It 
doesn't always have to be at trackside, although this could help at that 
particular event. You can visualize in the shower (if alone), in a lounge 
chair or hammock, or any other location conducive to meditation or 

quiet thought. I visualize performance driving while on an airliner or 
even while I'm taking a walk. You would be surprised at the number of 
opportunities to 'practice' your driving skills. The quality of the results 
are related to the quality and focus you put into the exercise. 
Also, use all appropriate senses when visualizing. Imagine the sights, 
sounds, smells and tactile feelings that occur as you drive these perfect 
laps. This doesn't mean that you are physically thrashing about 
simulating the act of driving -- remember, it's only in your mind. With 
the attitude of being aware and focused on the sensory inputs though, 
you will program your mind and body to look for these same sensations 
when you are driving on the track. 
 
Finally, just as you take time out from your driving, don't visualize for 
too long at any one time. Give yourself a break lest you become 
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fatigued or distracted. It is better to spend several 10 minute sessions 
with 10 minute rests than a single one hour endurance race. It not only 
prevents exhaustion, but allows your brain time to absorb some of the 
skills that you learned. 
  
Corner working is another great tool for learning the course and driving 
techniques. Please remember that when corner working safety is of 
prime importance; your safety first, and then that of the drivers. Do not 
do anything that would jeopardize safety. However, while you are at 
the corner you can pick up a lot of good information both consciously 
and subconsciously. You can look for how others are braking into the 
turn, or how some are finding the line. Afterwards, ask yourself what 
else you may have picked up on, perhaps something you were initially 
unaware of. If you are not working a corner, you can still go out and 
watch a particular part of the track that you want to discover more 
about. Some folks do this and even take written notes. That's fine, do 
whatever works best for you. Even if you have no real game plan, you 
can't help learning something (if only subconsciously) by watching 
what others do on the track. 
 
Another non-driving method that is beneficial is watching racing on 
television. Unfortunately, TV  is geared more for entertainment than 
education, so I don't feel this is as advantageous as being there. I mean, 
if a driver does a corner quite decently, nobody notices -- they probably 
don't even display it because they're running a stinking commercial 
anyhow like The Heartburn of America or something similarly 
disgusting. But if somebody screws up and punts another car into the 
wall, they'll show several replays of that. Yeah, I get the informative 
message; don't crash. Genuinely helpful!  
 
Although it can be a bit of extra work, mounting a video camera in 
your Porsche for driving at track events can be very useful. I have 
found videotapes taken while I was driving to be very helpful in a 
number of areas. For my driving style, I can look back at the tape and 
see if I was smooth and consistent with the controls. I was able to find 
and correct a hand position anomaly through the magic of videotape. 
The replay allows you to study the line you took and your approach to 
learning the course. Since videotapes are rather stable, you can even 
time your laps with a halfway decent degree of accuracy, even taking 
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times at various points along the course. For tracks that change little 
(Holtville) or not at all (like Las Vegas or Willow Springs), a videotape 
allows you to preview the course and study it in detail before an event. 
 
I often refer to a videotape of a track I will drive shortly before the next 
event there. I take a look at the course to reacquaint myself with it. I 
look for any conditions or interesting points of the track surface that I 
may have forgotten. Then I map out a strategy for what I might want to 
work on improving that weekend. The video is great for showing any 
areas where there might be some improvement to be made; using more 
of the track, braking sooner, a later apex, etc. I study the videotape 
again to look for reference points or different lines I may want to use in 
achieving my improvement goal. Then, when I arrive at the track, I feel 
as if it has only been a few days since I drove it last, and I have an 
agenda of specific things to work on. 
 
Practicing in your mind is a powerful and useful technique that will 
improve your driving. The more time and effort you spend on it, the 
better the results. Further, the easier it will be if you get in the habit 
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