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POOL PARTY & BBQ
At Malcolm’s Place,
26 Kingsborough Drive
Linden Woods, Winnipeg

Sunday 18 th August at 4:00 p.m.

ALL PCA-RRR Members &
Their Guests are welcome
B.Y.O.B. checklist:

In this Issue:

Bring your own:
• Bathing suit (no skinny dipping before midnight)
• Bath towel
• Booze
• Better half or “Babe”
• Chair (so what if it does not start with B)

Driver’s Education Special Issue
Or, let’s all go to the racetrack, let’s all go to the racetrack, …

THE PORSCHE CLUB WILL PROVIDE, FOR FREE:

President’s Column
Just the Details: Paint Chip Repair
Changing Oil (humor)
Event Annoucements
My First Time
Corners of the Mind: Attitude
Classifieds
Pool Party Announcement Leaflet

MUNCHIES ♣ SNACKS♣POP♣ HAMBURGERS
♣ HOT DOGS

R.S.V.P.
PLEASE CALL NO LATER THAN SATURDAY NOON

(So we can plan on how much to buy)
Telephone:
Malcolm 488-9622 Suzanne
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RED RIVER REGION CALENDER OF EVENTS
RRR - Red River Region of the Porsche Club of America
WSCC - Winnipeg Sports Car Club
Nord Stern - Minnesota Region of PCA operating primarily out of Minneapolis
RREx - Red River Ex site adjacent to Assiniboine Downs on west perimeter
GMP - Gimli Motorsport Park (2km west of Gimli past airport)
CBIR - Brainerd International Raceway (2 hours east of Fargo)
Autocross - navigation of pylons at relatively low speeds in parking lot
Pro-solo - 3 lap run on the racetrack; 1 car on track at a time
Driver’s Ed - instruction in the aspects of car control in the safety of a closed course

Grapes Leon Centre is a proud supporter of the Red
River Region, Porsche Club of America.
*********************************************************************

Classifieds
1981 924 Turbo Concourse condition, white, cloth interior, 119,000
miles 4 extra spider rims, racing tires available, New street tires with
less than 2,000 miles, bra, car cover, New am/fm $6,800 garaged every
winter, first in class at BIR (2:12)
1986 944 Porsche Silver color, leather interior, 139,000 miles, 4 extra
phone dial rims, street tires new, bra, never driven in winter, welthiezer
chip, high perfromance valves, AM/FM/CD new, $7,800 OBO, racing
tires available 2:06 car at BIR John Erickson c/o David Grant
1983 944 5 speed, 2.5L, 160hp, all galvanized body, no rust
ever,glossy-black; Manitoba-safetied; CD-player/stereo; great car; will
consider any offer over $4900
Porsche parts:various sets of rims for 911/944: want something prettier
or more exciting? Call! 944 signal lights; 944 glass in excellent cond.;
944 calipers and rotors in excellent cond. Various interior parts from a
1986 944turbo/951;if you need anything for a 944

Aug 7
Aug 9-11
Aug 10-11
Aug 18
Aug 18
Sept 4
Sept 20
Sept 21-22
Sept 27-29
Oct 2
Nov 6
Dec 4

RRR meeting
7:00pm
Nord Stern Club Race* TBA
WSCC race & solo
9:00am
RRR Pool Party
4:00pm
Concours d’Elegance
RRR meeting
7:00pm
Auto Haus/Porsche driving clinic
WSCC race & solo
9:00am
Fall Color Tour to Bluefin Bay
RRR meeting
7:00pm
RRR meeting
7:00pm
RRR meeting
7:00pm

Grapes Leon Centre
CBIR, Brainerd, MN
Gimli Motorsport Park
Hinds’ Residence
Nord Stern
Grapes Leon Centre
Gimli Motorsport Park
Gimli Motorsport Park
Nord Stern
Grapes Leon Centre
Grapes Leon Centre
Grapes Leon Centre

* This is the major Porsche racing event in our area. It features full
race-prepared competition Porsches running flat-out on the fastest track
in North America. Admittance is free for PCA members. Camping is
available onsite and the local hotels sell out very early. The drive is
approximately 5.5 hours. We will have a region caravan traveling together this year. Contact David Grant (204) 269-0019
dhgrant@hydro.mb.ca

Red River Ramblings Ad Rates
One Year - Six Insertions
Quarter Page (business card size) - $30.00
Half Page (square frame) - $50.00
All other photos by Bob Chapman unless otherwise noted.
All scanning and digital image correction by Brent Scott at www.scott-media.com

Rear light/reflector: for any 944, 924: this custom panel goes between
the tail lights, matching their colour and pattern. Says "Turbo". $45.
(current US price is twice that) David 269-0019, 474-3251 days
30
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President’s Column
Well here we are one more time. If I can pick up from where things
have left off from last time, I was getting ready to start graduate school
in Toronto this fall. I did not know what the club was going to do with
me as I was both President and newsletter editor. At this point in time it
would appear that I will remain on as President for the duration of my
term with other members of the executive taking turns to chair the
meetings when I am unable to be present.
I will still remain active in the Red River Region through email and other correspondence, plus I will still be spending my nonacademic time here in Winnipeg at the home of my parents. Please note
the change of address, including e- mail, on the masthead of the newsletter. My cellular phone number will remain the same.
As for the duties of newsletter editor, it is hoped that we will be
able to persuade one of our members to take over the role of editor. It is
a fun and rewarding job that can be done in a few hours once one gets
the hang of it. You can count on myself to provide lots of help, answer
questions and provide content, including the President’s column every
issue. The PCA Editors is a national based forum to assist the editor’s
in putting the newsletters together. There is all kinds of support, plus a
large number of articles, that are posted to an editors’-only sections of
the PCA website. Lastly, there is the template of the current newsletter
form which I will supply. The process is as simple as going through the
last issue of the newsletter and cutting the articles and photos. The ads,
masthead, calendar of events and classifieds need only be updated.

itself. Next is the ability to reflect on what our existing attitudes are and
how they might affect our driving. If we can take the time (but not
while driving!) to look at our past attitudes, we can explore different
ones and think about what changes we want to make. Then, we must try
to put our attitude behavior on a more conscious level, as opposed to a
subconscious reaction. We consciously make the effort to change our
perspective. After we are satisfied with the results, we can work on
making that attitude a habit - an automatic response that will essentially
take care of itself. No, this is not easy. Yes, it is work - a lot of stretching and growing. But hey, you want to learn how to improve your driving, don't you? After this attitude stuff is understood, the rest of the
mental driving tools will come easier. It's a gratifying feeling to know
that you have opened the road to better learning and enjoyment.
The key is to be aware of the effects your attitudes and perspectives have on your driving and to modify them as appropriate. An underlying theme is the willingness to learn - to experiment and to rationally look at what works and what doesn't. Develop an attitude of sensible self- critique, of keeping perspective on mistakes - we're all human
remember. Recognize and reward yourself for success, while keeping
this in proper perspective too. Allow yourself to experience your emotions, but don't let them dominate your attitude or distract you. Work on
making a habit out of a positive, learning perspective. Above all, don't
let your attitude or emotions get in the way of your driving. Rather,
work on building an attitude that supports and enhances the learning
experience.

*********************************************************************
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So what do I do when I make a mistake or get something finally right? I
like to mentally imagine that the record of the occasion goes immediately into a filing cabinet in my mind. Now, having performed the splitsecond ceremony of dealing with the item, I can get back to the task at
hand - completing the lap without distraction. At the end of the lap or
run group, I open up the filing cabinet and look things over.
Sometimes I'll find a file folder (i.e., a lap) that is utterly filled
with horrors. Usually these are (thankfully rare) instances when I allowed myself to dwell on Turn 3 when I should have been negotiating
Turn 8, or some distraction like that. These folders go into the trash after I remind myself to look ahead while driving! Off the track, I review
the folders with the attitude of finding improvement, not punishing myself for screw- ups. My perspective is a positive one - I look at mistakes
as opportunities for improvement - there is something to be learned
from every situation. I smile with satisfaction over the victories, again
trying to see what worked in order to improve the learning process. This
is not to say that I don't enjoy the thrill of victory, or suffer over the agony of defeat. It's just that I try to keep it in perspective and use both
the positive and negative experiences to improve my driving. And this
learning process, this self improvement, is a great deal of how I get enjoyment from the PCA driving events.
The goal of this filing cabinet procedure is twofold: To maximize the quality of track time by minimizing mental distractions, and to
allow myself the opportunity to learn as much as I can from mistakes
and successes. And it works. I find that even with a problem early on in
a lap, the rest of the lap can be a smooth learning experience for me. I
find I am capable of learning more by mentally organizing things.
For you, maybe the filing cabinet analogy is not what works
best. That's okay. It is not essential that you remember every detail of
every potential improvement, but rather that you make a mental note so
that you can proceed with the rest of the lap, concentrating of what lies
ahead. Push the distractions of the past out of your conscious mind so
you can focus on the future. The time to think about improvement is
after the lap or run group - in review.
So how do we go about changing our attitudes and perspective? First, it
takes the willingness to change and improve, which is an attitude in
28

I am still planning on selling my 911 targa, with the intention of
looking for a 944 S or S2. I would then dispose of my Acura Integra
daily driver, or perhaps leave it in Winnipeg, and make the 944 my Toronto car. I figure that if I avoid driving on the ten worst days of the
winter in Toronto I should be able to manage just fine as I am told that
944’s are very well balanced and will not have the traction problems I
experienced with my second generation RX-7.
One of the other unfortunate things is that I will have to miss a
number of the best Porsche activities of the year. I am moving out of
my house the weekend of the Nord Stern PCA club race so as it stands
David, Mark and Ken are the slated attendees. If you would like to join
them I’m sure they would be more than happy to have you, even if you
are unable to drive your own Porsche I’m sure that they can find a spot
for you.
I will also end up missing the first Auto Haus Porsche driving
weekend at Gimli Motorsport Park. This will be a great chance for everyone who wants to exercise their car in an environment where they can
really push the limits safely without endangering their licenses or anyone’s safety. Having done three of the WSCC high performance driving
and racing schools I must rave about how much fun they are. Gimli
Motorsport Park is a former airfield so the track and runoff areas are
very flat with nothing to hit. It is not like most of the races on TV where
there are walls looming should you make a mistake. You can most assuredly drive your Porsche in the manner that Ferry intended with very
minimal risk. As well, the WSCC will be providing instruction in high
performance driving and car control so that you can derive more enjoyment and benefit from your Porsche on a daily basis. You will be a better driver for the experience.
Though I have not yet confirmed this, it is likely that a number
of the instructors will be our very own Red River Region members provided they are available that weekend. If you have not met some of
your fellow members this might be a great opportunity as we have a
number of Porsche owners who are also race drivers such as David
Grant, Pete Loewen, Mark Sawatsky, Wayne Schellekens and Fier
Tulleken.
One event that I definitely will be at this year is the RRR pool
party hosted once again by our dedicated secretary, Malcolm Hinds and
his wife, Suzanne. This will be our third installment of the party and it
keeps getting better and better. Anyone who was at last years can attest
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to the great food
and the water
volleyball game
that went on
into the night,
pitting 13 players in the deep
end against 4 in
the shallow end.
Though the final
score has long
since been forgotten I’m sure
that no one who
was there will
soon forget it. Once again this sums up the PCA motto, “It’s not just the
cars, it’s the people!”
As I close out this last column in Winnipeg I look out over a
club that is pushing forty members from our humble beginnings less
than three years ago that just met the PCA minimum of twenty-five, and
the Porsche Club of Manitoba that was less than twenty the year before
that. All told we have more than doubled in the last three years! Very
impressive; we should all be proud! Take care everyone, all the best.
Keith
Gordon

with other drivers, and solicit their observations too. A good dialog between students is an excellent forum for learning. I believe it was
Woodrow Wilson who said, "I not only use all the experience that I
have, but all that I can borrow." This is great advice. Lest you worry
about giving secrets to the competition, I should point out that if the
competition gets better, so will you. Besides, it's fun to bounce ideas off
a group of folks in similar situations. Also, remember that those best at
communicating driving concepts become instructors, and instructors get
more track time!
I think there is some significance to drivers' attitudes towards
their driving and learning. This tends to get close to personality, but I
feel it bears a good self-evaluation. I have seen some students that were
absolutely merciless on themselves. A simple mistake was blown all out
of proportion (and the rest of the lap was blown too!). Granted, to be
competitive requires a certain amount of discipline and self-correction.
You do want to recognize a mistake and somehow make an impression
on yourself. But severely beating oneself over the head (figuratively)
for, say, getting on the brakes a bit too late is counterproductive. I have
seen drivers dwelling on a minor mistake at Turn 3 while they're negotiating Turn 8. Hey, at Turn 8, you should be concentrating on Turn 8.
Please!
The same sort of attitude can treat successes inappropriately
also. A simple feat accomplished correctly should be acknowledged.
Yes, do pat yourself on the back, but don't jump up and down with exuberance to the point that while negotiating Turn 8 you're still gloating
over your triumph in Turn 3! I understand that there is some of our own
personalities involved here; some people just tend to be more animated
and emotional. But try to keep from being totally emotionally dependent on what happens on a lap. A more moderate attitude is the key.
To stifle your feelings is not productive or healthy either. It is
normal to feel good when you improve, and not so good when you
make a mistake. Your feelings, like your personality, cannot be
changed. But how you react to your emotions (in other words, your attitude toward the situation) is important to learning and enjoyment. The
secret is to develop attitudes conducive to driving safely and learning
without detracting from the enjoyment.
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Corners of the Mind: Chapter 3: Attitude I

Just the Details: Paint Chip Repair

by Paul Young, San Diego Region (from THE WINDBLOWN WITNESS)

by David W. Bynon, San Diego Region (from THE WINDBLOWN WITNESS)

Here is a topic which may be a bit more controversial perhaps, but I feel
it is an area that will help with all aspects of our learning and improving
our driving. A good student - and remember, we all are students of driving - should have an open mind, so controversial issues should not be
summarily avoided. The potential controversy probably lies in two or
three areas, so let's dig right into the subject!

You'd be hard pressed to find a car on the road that does not have paint
chips and parking lot scratches. While good detailing practices can't
prevent nicks and scratches, repairing them will restore your car's like
new appearance. In this article, I discuss the methods I've used for years
to repair chips and minor scratches. What's Possible... What Isn't.
Touching up small nicks and scratches is well within the skill of most
do-it- yourself car enthusiasts. Some nicks can be quickly repaired with
a small dab of touch-up paint, while others will require more time, effort and skill. It's important to know what you should and shouldn't
tackle based on your knowledge of paint and tools.

First, the term attitude means (for our purpose) one's point of
view, or way of regarding something - our perspective. This has a decidedly different meaning than personality, which is the collection of
mental and emotional qualities that distinguish individuals - our individuality. This is an important distinction.
Secondly, this article is not an attempt to change your personality. Since personality is what makes us different, it is not possible (nor
desirable!) to change who we basically are. Nor does it require a particular personality type to do well at driving. Just look at successful professional race drivers. Compare Michael Schumacker with Nikki Lauda
for instance - both very successful, but decidedly different people. Even
within PCA you will find a wide variety of people that are successful
drivers. It is important to keep this in mind; your personality can't be
changed, so don't try. Your attitude or perspective can change, so work
on using attitude to maximum advantage for your driving. Now, don't
chicken out and label everything as personality so you don't have to do
any changing. To improve requires change, and to change means to explore, take risks, have courage, and to spend some time thinking about
it.

By far the easiest colors to repair are black and white. Black and
white are very forgiving on shade variations. Conversely, metallic
paints (those with metal flakes) can be quite difficult to match perfectly.
Before you get started repairing nicks and scratches, you should know
what to expect. Small nicks are easy to repair by filling the nick with
paint, leveling the filled area, and buffing the repair area to blend and
restore luster. Repairing small scratches, from a key or shopping cart, is
similar, but more time consuming. Fixing a ding (a small dent which

This brings us to the point that in order to learn (improve), we
must be willing to change. We must also be willing to accept that what
we are doing now is not necessarily correct (but not necessarily wrong
either). Adopt the attitude that there is something to be learned from
every experience; every lap, every corner worked, every track, every
other driver, every instructor, every incident. Always take the approach
that you can learn and grow from any situation.
Develop an attitude of sharing too. Share your discoveries
26
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may or may not have a nick out of the paint) is not commonly possible
by the do-it-yourselfer.
Here are some other things you should know:
If you know your car's factory paint code, you can purchase an exact
color match touch-up paint from your local dealer. If you don't know
the factory paint code, look in your owner's manual for the location of
the code, or ask your dealer. If you have a late model car, chances are
you will find a color match at your local auto parts store.
Use a small artist's paint brush (#2 is ideal) or a round, wooden
toothpick to apply the touch-up paint, not the fat brush included with
the bottle of touch-up paint.
Always test the touch-up paint for color match in an inconspicuous area. The area to be repaired must be perfectly clean and free of
wax, rust and oils. Don't attempt a touch-up if the temperature is below
60 degrees F.
Here's what you need to properly repair nicks and scratches:
1. Color matched touch- up paint
2. Automotive or metal primer
3. Citric acid based cleaner like P21S Total Auto Wash
4. Prep solvent (Prepsol) or denatured alcohol
5. Foam swabs (from electronics supply) or pop swabs containing alco-

and starts down the straight. "Good" Rick says. This guy is either the
bravest man I've ever met, or a complete fool. But I easily catch the 944
and he has to give me the passing signal. Hey buddy, you're supposed
to use the INDEX finger. No matter, I GOT him. Then the checkered
flag comes out. I complete the pass anyway, then slow to cool down.
The Guru says, "When was the last time you were passed?" I
laugh and say, "Well, it was in the first session of the first day, by that
white 944." "I'm gonna recommend that you move up a group or two."
"Why, so I can get passed??" We both have a good laugh. It really feels
good. I thank him profusely for all his time, and he runs off to get in his
car and run again. I head back to my paddock, and Ray says she got me
in a 1:26. I really feel wonderful and have learned so much. A thought
rushes thru my brain that I haven't had this much fun since I soloed in
the T-38. I let her drive home, about an hour and a half. I'm thinking all
the time how I can do it, so finally I make it as an apology.
"Say", I said, "I was just kidding about you having to drive at
the next event." "I wasn't," she smiles. Why do I again feel like a bit of
prey? Now all I can hope for is that I CAN move to a different group so
we can both run, or else I'll get to watch from the paddock. I don't know
if my nerves can take it.

25
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6. Meguiar's Unigrit Sanding Block and 600 grit wet & dry
sand paper
7. Medium grit hand rubbing compound
8. #2 Artist's paint brush and round toothpicks (wood)
9. Cotton terrycloth towels
10. New Pencils with unused erasers
11. Rubber cement
12. Plastic cups
13. Blue masking tape (easy release type)
14. Large diameter paper hole punch (hand type)

over. Guru Rick gets in, and I tell him what happened. "Well, it may be
good. It may reduce the push, so let's try it", he says. So we do. I take it
a little easy at first, but when nothing bad happens I start to push it. I
don't have enough experience to tell the difference, if there is one. After
the run it's lunch break, so I call Wayne and discuss it. He also says it
may be a good thing, so I decide to leave it that way. What do I know?
Greens are first up after lunch, so I grid again and I try to push it as
hard as I can. I run into a lot of traffic, and don't really get a clean lap,
but I feel faster than ever. I'm getting into tire squeal, and brake squeal
for that matter, but I'm beginning to be able to tell what the car is going
to do instead of reacting to what it just did. Again, I'm closing rapidly
on cars in the turns, then being given the passing signal on the straight.
I come in from that run feeling good, and realize that I only
have one more. This IS fun. Finally, we grid for the last time. I get
around several cars on the first lap or two, then have a clear track and
go as hard as I can for two or three. I'm beginning to hope I catch someone going into three because the car is so fast, and I need an excuse to
slow down. "Turn in ... GO!" The next lap I see a car ahead. I catch him
by outbraking him at the end of the straight into turn one. It's the white
944. I jump all over him on the back part of the course, not believing
that I can do it in a 996. Then, I set him up coming out of nine. I'm hard
on the gas in fourth, the car is drifting, I'm steering like crazy, but the
car drifts all the way out to the curb. It goes up on the curb, then catches

Preparation Process:
Before applying paint, you must prepare the chip to accept paint. Although paint may adhere for a while to a chip with rust, dirt or oil,
eventually the repair will fail. The preparation process begins the day
before you repair the paint chips and scratches. The afternoon before
starting your chip repairs, wash your car.
After washing with your normal car wash, spray the areas you
plan to repair with P21S Total Auto Wash, allow to sit for a minute,
then scrub well with your sponge. P21S Total Auto Wash will remove
all wax and oil from your paint. Dry your car thoroughly and put it
away for the night.
After washing your car, make up several sanding pencils. Use a
hole punch to punch out a few dots from the 600 grit wet and dry paper.
Apply the sandpaper dots to the end of your pencil eraser with rubber
cement. Let them dry overnight. You will use the sanding pencils to
scuff- up and clean out nicks.
To make a chip ready for touch-up paint, you must make sure it
does not have loose edges. Clean and sand it. I use a toothpick to check
the edges of a chip. If loose or lifted, use the toothpick to knock off the
loose paint. To clean, I like to use denatured alcohol or Prepsol and a
foam swab. Pour a little into a plastic cup and use a foam swab to clean
the chip and surrounding area. Next, use a sanding pencil to clean out
the chip and rough- up the edges. Dip the sanding pencil into a cup of
clean water, dab a few drops of water on the chip, and gently rotate the
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sanding pencil over the chip. Keep the area you sand as small as possible. Rotating the sanding pencil back and forth in your fingers 8-10
times should be enough to do the job. If the chip has exposed bare
metal, or if you can see rust forming, use the edge of the pencil eraser to
remove the rust. When finish sanding the chip, dry it with a terrycloth
towel and clean it again with Prepsol and a foam swab.
The Touch-Up:
Once the damaged areas are cleaned and prepared, you can begin the
touch-up itself. If a chip exposed bare metal, you must prime the chip
before the color touch-up. After mixing thoroughly, pour or spray a
small amount of your primer into a plastic cup. Next, use a clean toothpick to apply the primer. I do this by dipping just the tip (2-3 mm) of
the toothpick into the primer. If I get a blob, I wipe it back.
Next, I touch the tip of the toothpick to the center of the chip
and allow the paint to flow off of the toothpick into the chip. You will
be amazed how well the capillary action works. If you prefer, you can
use the #2 artist's brush.
We can all aspire to a paint job like this one!

I begin to really enjoy the laps. The G forces inside the car are getting
high enough that I must find a way to brace myself, using my left leg
against the door, and my right leg against the console, working the
throttle with an ankle movement. The car is SO fast, and is much better
in the turns than I would have ever thought possible. I routinely catch
cars in the turns now, then wait till I'm given the signal on the straight
to pass. This is really getting to be fun. I pull in from that run, and I notice that I'm not getting so much grief from Ray. Everyone else went
home after Saturday, so it's just us today. After the first run, I noticed
some unusual wear on the left front. I got a little concerned, so I drove
around the paddock looking for someone who would know. I found
him, (I can't mention his name as he wasn't supposed to be there) and he
soothed my nerves by saying it just looks like that because Roebling
Road has a preponderance of right turns putting more pressure on the
LF. Then he asks me what tire pressure I'm running. I tell him book values, 36 front, 44 rear. He says that's way too much and then grabs his
tire gauge and reduces them. I stand there stunned and I can't think of
anything to say. I want to say it's been handling fine, leave it alone,
anything, but he should know, and I can't get the words out.
Then the loudspeaker calls the greens to grid again so I drive

10
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place, and that his PSM keeps coming on and upsetting the car. Asks
me if mine is doing that. Actually, it's not. His is a '99 and 4WD
whereas mine is a '00 and 2WD. Could there be some changes? I don't
know. I ask him to let me pass earlier tomorrow so I can impress my
wife. He gives me a smile that a predator must give prey before pouncing. Oh well, I tried. We all go out to dinner, and my son says, "Dad,
you didn't believe any of that great driver stuff, did you?" Well, of
course I didn't, but you don't have to SAY it.
We get up Sunday morn, and I'm beginning to wonder. I had
such fun yesterday, maybe I should just quit while I'm ahead. I don't say
anything, but maybe I should just watch today. I let Ray drive to the
track, and we park and unload again. We have another drivers meeting,
and the chief instructor mentions that he has some left over shirts for
sale. After the meeting I go to get one for Ray, and it so happens that
my Guru, Rick, is speaking to the CI also. CI looks at me and asks what
I need. Again, the devil made me do it. His eyes get big and wide as I
say, "What can I do if my instructor refuses to ride with me anymore?"
Then he looks at Rick, gets it, and we all have a laugh. I take the shirt to
Ray, and get ready to run
despite my misgivings.
I grid the car, and Rick climbs in. We're waved off and suddenly I forget all the no wanna's. I begin to go for it. "Turn in ... GO!" YES! I begin to anticipate, turning in before he says, and starting on the gas before he says it. "Let's try fourth out of turn two, and carry it thru turn
three, then downshift going into four." I try it. Feels good, but I just
CAN'T keep my foot down entering turn three in fourth gear. I just can't
do it. I can go full throttle as I enter, as soon as I see the apex, but it's
just too much speed if I don't lift before I turn in. I'm beginning to catch
other cars very quickly now, this 996 will RUN. I am amazed at the
power coming off the turns, and none of the nasty 911 handling traits
have made their presence known. In fact, going into turn four on one
lap, during my shift to third, my foot slips off the clutch and jerks the
car as I try to turn in. The car heels over hard on the left front, the right
rear goes "Squirp!" and that's it. We "Turn in ... and GO!" Whatever
handling tricks Porsche has done to the 996 work.
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Fab Franz
Stef Franz
Tony Schettini
*********************************************************************

Do not allow the primer to overflow the sides of the chip. Let the
primer dry for 2-3 hours. You can speed dry the primer with a hair
dryer after allowing it to air dry for one hour. Simply wave the hair
dryer 3-4 inches over the primered chip for 30-40 seconds. Do not
touch the chips with your hands, as the oils from your skin will prevent
the color coat from adhering.
Now, mix your color- matched paint thoroughly and pour a small
amount into a clean plastic cup. As with the primer, use a clean toothpick or #2 artist's brush to apply the color coat. Touch the toothpick or
brush to the center of the chip and allow capillary action to pull the
paint into the chip. Apply a small dab at a time and allow it to dry for 23 hours. You must repeat this process several times, so don't try to fill
the chip in one pass. Apply several thin layers, and you will get much
better results.
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Grapes - New Deal for Members
Grapes’ management has announced a new arrangement for discounts
for members. Effective immediately, all members will be issued with a
Grapes Loyalty Card. The more you spend, the more discounts and
benefits you get. This is applicable any time you visit Grapes Leon’s
Centre, not just at club meetings. In addition, Happy Hour bar prices
have been extended to those ordering drinks during the club meeting.
For further details, ask your server during your next visit or call the restaurant at 783-3485. If you don’t have your card yet, just ask the next
time you are there. Note that this card is only valid at Grapes Leon’s
Centre and not at the other Grapes locations in the City.

Auto Haus – A New Agreement
Effective immediately, Auto Haus is offering a discount of 15% off all
parts and labour. To get the discount, you must show your valid PCA
membership card before the invoice is prepared. You are asked not to
request the discount if you cannot show your card.
This is a 6-month trial program with the club. The continuation of the
discounts will depend on the work generated for Auto Haus. Apart from
saving you money therefore, it is to every club member’s benefit in the
long term to claim their discount with each purchase at Auto Haus.
12

minutes. Into the pits, and once again my entourage is cheering (?) Ray
is still on my case, so in a moment of weakness I say, "Alright, I'm
signing YOU up for the next one, then you'll see." That doesn't seem to
have the desired effect as she smiles, then continues to harass me. Say,
you don't suppose that I've been snookered, do you? That's what she
wanted all the time? Oh well, gotta keep focused. We break for lunch.
On the last run of Saturday, I end up behind a 996 4 Cabrio,
number 6. Behind me is a 993. We are getting it on and it becomes intense. Follow each other thru the twists, then come up on the slower
cars, get the passing signal, fly down the straight, and try to outdo each
other in the turns. The 993 disappears. Found out later that he spun. I'm
still following number 6 and Rick says, "We're gonna set him up this
time. Give him a little room coming out of seven, then we'll take him
out of nine." I do it. Out of nine I'm hard on the throttle in fourth, the
car drifting out toward the left. But I'm FASTER. I've GOT him!!! I
pull out to indicate a pass, they throw the checkered flag. NUTS!! I pull
back in line and grin like a fool. What FUN!! My son has been taking
lap times, and he says my best is a 1:39. I don't know how good that is,
but it's good for me, I do know that.
I let Ray drive back to the hotel, figuring it's the sane thing to
do. The entourage decides to come there also for the social, and we end
up having beverages of our choice, and hot wings. We get to talk to
some more really nice people. My daughter comes running up, dragging
a fellow with her. "Dad!", she says, "Meet number 6!" We have a nice
chat, and he introduces his instructor. They find out
that it's my first
time and carry on
about what a great
driver I must be.
Not that I believe
it mind you, but it
does stroke the
ego just a bit. He
says that he's sliding all over the
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"Turn in ...
GO!" I do it,
JJJEEEEEEEssssus!!!
But the car sticks like
a wet kiss. On the
back part of the
course I get unmercifully harassed by a
white 944. At the start
of the straight I give
him the passing signal, the left arm out
the window, index finger pointing over the roof to the inside. I lift and
he blasts by. At the end of the straight it's, "Turn in ... GO!" OMYGaw!!! He's CRAZY. But the car sticks like lipstick on a collar. Jees,
this is scary, but wow, what FUN! We come out of turn nine and start to
accelerate, the checkered flag comes out. Dang. Seems like only a lap
or two, but it's been 20 minutes. Oh well, two more sessions today, and
four tomorrow. I get back to my paddock where my loyal fans await. I
get out with knees quivering and Ray says, "How come you're so slow?
Why'd you let that guy pass you?" My response was unfortunately recorded on videotape forever more. I'm afraid that I told her to give me a
smooch, and not on the lips. OH well, I mean I'll bet even Hurley
Haywood gets nervous sometimes.
We're called for the second session. Somehow, this time it
seems much more natural. The line Rick is teaching me is somewhat
different than others are running, but it really seems to work for me. I
ask him what gears I should use, and he says that third is good for the
whole back part of the track, then fourth and fifth on the straight. I try
that and it seems to work, then he says to try fourth coming out of
seven, thru eight and nine, then fifth on the straight. So I try that, and
it's another Charmin moment as I nail the gas and feel the car start to
drift out onto the straight. But it works. And the next lap, it felt even
better. I come up on another car on the back part of the track and follow
him till we come out of nine. He gives me the passing signal. "GO!" I
go. I'm actually PASSING someone!

The color touch-up process is complete when you have applied enough
coats to slightly overfill the chip onto the roughed up area surrounding
the chip. Once you've filled the chip, allow it to dry for another 24 to 48
hours. The longer the better. I'm often asked if it's necessary to apply a
clear coat over chip repairs. I don't think it's necessary or adds any noticeable difference. If you get the proper touch- up paint from your
dealer, it will match without using a clearcoat. However, if you're a purist in pursuit of perfection, substitute a clearcoat for the last 2-3 coats.
Level and Buff:
Until you level or mill the paint repair down to the same plane as the
original paint, all you'll have is an ugly looking blob. This is easily
done using the Meguiar's Unigrit Sanding Block, which helps remove
sags, runs and other isolated defects with surgical precision. Don't forget to soak it over night before use as the directions indicate.
To level your paint chips, use your finger to put a small dab of
car shampoo on the chip repair for lubrication. Next, use the Unigrit
Sanding Block to mill the high spot off of the chip repair. I always pull
the sanding block towards me. Never rub it back and forth or in a circle.
When the block dries out, dip it into your bucket of water again. Keep
the area well lubricated with water and shampoo. The sanding block
will dull the paint. Don't fear, as your polish will easily restore the luster. When the surface looks level, dry it with a clean towel and inspect
with your finger tips. If you can feel a high spot, it needs more work.
The final step is to buff out the repair with a good hand polish. I
like to use Eagle One Scratch Remover (a medium grit compound) followed by Meguiar's Hand Polish. Apply the compound or polish to a
clean terrycloth towel or applicator pad, rub into the paint area using a
short back and forth motion (not in circles), then buff with a clean terrycloth towel. Tada! The blemish is gone.
Ed: David Bynon operates the website Autopia-Carcare.com. Visit this
site for more information about car care and as a source for most of the
products and tools seen in this column.

What a GAS! Checkered flag again. NO, it can't BE twenty
20
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Changing Oil in your Porsche
Oil Changing Instructions:
Women:
1. Pull up to Jiffy Lube when the mileage reaches 3000 since the last
oil change.
2. Drink a cup of coffee.
3. 15 minutes later, write a check and leave with a properly maintained
vehicle.
Men:
1. Go to NAPA auto parts and write a check for 100 dollars for oil, filter, oil lift (AKA kitty litter), hand cleaner and scented tree.
2. Discover that the used oil container is full. Instead of taking back to
NAPA to recycle, dump in hole in back yard.
3. Open a beer and drink it and look at how pretty your car is.
4. Jack car up. Spend 30 minutes looking for jack stands.
5. Find jack stands under kid's pedal car.
6. In frustration, open another beer and drink it.
7. Place 12 quart drain pan under engine.
8. Look for box end metric wrench that will fit drain plugs.
9. Give up and use crescent wrench.
10. Unscrew drain plug in reserve tank and begin to drain oil.
11. Drop drain plug in pan of hot oil; get hot oil on you in process.
12. Clean up and think about washing car again because it feels so
good.
13. Have another beer while oil is draining and find a good Bluegrass
station on the radio.
14. Unscrew drain plug in engine pan and drop it in catch pan as well.
15. Look for oil filter. (clue: it's in the engine compartment)
16. Then look for oil filter wrench. (clue: you should have bought two
the last time)
17. Give up; poke oil filter with Phillips screwdriver and twist it off
spilling oil all over engine compartment.
18. Get rags to sop up the oil that you spill in engine bay.
19. Beer.
20. Buddy shows up; finish case with him. Finish oil change tomorrow
the race is starting on Speed Vision.
21. Next day, drag pan full of old oil out from underneath car.
22. Throw oil lift (AKA kitty litter) on oil spilled during step 14 and

find me. Seems like a nice guy, and not at all insane enough to ride with
raw rookies like myself. We have a mandatory meeting for all the
Green group drivers where we are taught basic track courtesies and customs, then once again told to "Have fun". I'm beginning to believe
them. We leave in time to go ready ourselves for our first run. I go to
the spot we'd parked, and I find that my daughter, her neighbors, my
son and his wife and Ray are all camped out. They all want to see me
run. Talk about pressure. I fleetingly think what it must be like for a
pro, when he sits there talking to sponsors, owners, fans and the like.
Finally, the green group is called to grid. I drive over, not having a clue where the grid is. I find it, get in line and wait. Rick shows up
and gets in. He has a cute little intercom system with him that fits inside
our helmets and really makes it nice. We talk for a minute, and then we
are waved out on the track. He starts by showing me the line around the
track, then where to turn in, where to apex, where to accelerate, where
to touch the brakes and so on. The next lap, he talks more, then it becomes, "Turn in... GO!" "GO?, you fool, I'm still on the brakes!!!" I
didn't say that, but I sure THOUGHT it. OKOK, look, he's the instructor, he drives a 996, trust him and just DO it. I try.
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club, so he and his wife bought my wife (Ray) and I helmets for Christmas. I'd signed up for the Jan 13-14 event, and when the time finally
arrived, I'd talked to everyone I could call, including my old friend
Wayne Ohlinger, who'd raced at Roebling Road many times in HProducion. I got a lot of good advice, and by the time Friday the 12th
got here, I was raring to go. My wife and I got to the hotel on Friday
afternoon and checked in, then I began to look around for someone,
anyone, who could tell me what to do next. I finally found a meeting
room with a bunch of people wearing Porsche emblems of one sort or
another, and I stopped in. I asked if I was in the right place, and they
said, "Well, you got the right hat on, so come on in!" There were coolers all over the place filled with various types of beverage, so I grabbed
a bottle of water and figured I'd better find someone to talk to.
In their notice in Panorama, they'd said that they were "The
friendliest group of people anywhere", and they made believers of me.
Everyone and anyone that I tried to talk to was most friendly and forthcoming with information and advice. I finally went back to my room
and got Ray, then took her back to the social. We had a very pleasant
time talking to various people, and the byline certainly was "We're here
to have fun." After some time, I noticed a commotion by the door, and
when I checked it out I found that Allen had posted the groups and instructors. I got to meet him finally, and it turns out that we were both
Air Force F-4 pilots, although he much (Ahem) later than I. Small
world. Ray and I had another pleasant conversation, then we finally
turned in.
We get up early Saturday, pack the car and head for the track. I
end up following some other Porsches to the track, so finding my way
is no problem. We get the car unloaded, then I head for tech inspection.
I don't know what to expect here, but all goes well until the inspector
asks me to depress the brake pedal so he can check my lights. I can't
resist, and I ask, "Which one of these is the brake?" He laughs, and I'm
once again impressed with how friendly everyone seems to be.
Then we have a drivers meeting, roll is called, and I get to meet
the poor devil who must ride with me for two days, my instructor, Rick
Longano. We talk for a few minutes, it turns out he has a GT Cup 996
that he's running, and he tells me to grid the car when called and he'll
18

18, remember to get two more bags at Costco.
23. Beer. No, drank it all yesterday.
24. Walk to 7-11; buy beer.
25. Install new oil filter making sure to apply thin coat of clean oil to
gasket first.
26. Dump first quart of fresh Mobil 1 oil into engine.
27. Remember drain plugs from step 11and 14?
28. Hurry to find drain plugs in drain pan.
29. Try the wrong plug in the reserve tank first
30. Hurry to replace drain plug before the whole quart of fresh Mobil 1
oil drains onto floor. Too late.
31. Slip with wrench and bang knuckles on frame.
32. Bang head on exhaust pipe or muffler in reaction.
33. Begin cussing fit.
34. Throw wrench.
35. Cuss for additional 10 minutes because wrench hit Miss December
on your Pirelli calendar (1992) in the left boob.
36. Clean up; apply Band-Aid to knuckle.
37. Beer.
38. Beer.
39. Think about getting one of those hydrolic lifts for the garage, it's
worth the $5000.
40. Dump in additional 4 quarts of oil.
40. Remember drain plug for oil pan. Too late.
41. Beer.
42. Open third case of Mobil 1.
43. Add remaining 8 quarts of Mobil 1.
44. Lower car from jack stands
45. Accidentally crush one of the jack stands
46. Move car back to apply more oil lift (AKA kitty litter) to fresh oil
spilled during steps 11,
14, 18 and 27.
47. Drive car 1 quart low
for 7000 miles when it'll
be time for another oil
change.
49. Damn fine car, and so
easy to work on, right?
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Event Announcements
I saw your listing on the Porsche Club Site -- I'd like to pass along an
invitation to a couple of tours that might be of interest to your enthusiasts...the Wisconsin Convertible Classic and the Wisconsin Sports Car
Classic...We have been offering tours of WI backroads since
1993...Open to all driving enthusiasts-- You're welcome to join our August Convertible Tour (limited to first 200 registered)...or the Sports
Car Tour in July (any driving enthusiast welcome!--includes track time
on Road America in Elkhart Lake WI and lots of fun during the vintage
races at RA)...Check out the web site at www.wiautotours.com....details
& itinerary...Happy motoring....
Gary Knowles
WCC/WSCC Co-Director/Co-Founder
Madison, WI
————————————————————————————–August 22-25, Duluth, Minnesota. Fahr North 356 Club invites all PCA
members to the 356 Registry North Coast Holiday Concours on Saturday, August 24th at Festival Park on the waterfront in Duluth. All types
of 356s will be on display, with a special parking and display area for
all Porsches. For more information or for help in arranging a tour to
Duluth, please contact Gordon Maltby at 1-888-237-4359 or go to
NorthCoastHoliday.com
————————————————————————————–POOL PARTY!
Once again, the annual pool party will be held at the home (and pool) of
Malcolm and Suzanne Hinds. So, mark the date down in your calendar
– Sunday August 18th starting at 4.00 p.m. All Porsche club members
and their families or close friends (? ) are invited.
There is no charge for this event, only the requirement that you have
fun. The club will provide munchies, soft drinks, hamburgers and hot
dogs. If you would like something stronger to drink, then BYOB. If you
wish to have something more exotic to eat, bring it along and “throw it
on the barbie”.
So, come along and have some fun, as others have done in previous
years. For details, please see the leaflet enclosed with this newsletter or
call 488-9622.
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In anticipation of the upcoming Auto Haus Porsche high performance
driving clinic and the Nord Stern PCA club race the Red River Region
will present a series of articles designed to get members interested in
getting out to the track for some summer fun.
My First Time:
Or, How to scare yourself silly in one easy lesson by Nicholas E. Grynkewich, Jr

"So, what is this Drivers Education stuff all about anyhow?" I'm talking to Allen Shirley of the Florida Crown Region. I had read about the
event in the Panorama, but didn't know what happened at them or why
anyone would want to go to one. I'd attended Brumos U. after I bought
my 996 (My first Porsche), and I'd really enjoyed that, so when Allen
got thru with his explanation I immediately wanted to apply for Drivers Ed. He told me how and I did. He also explained what I'd need, a
helmet being the most significant, and what to look forward to as far
as driving, "But look Nick", he said, "The most important thing is that
we go there to have fun."
My son has been to several of these things with his Firebird
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