Red River Ramblings

Patrick Munroe and all the staff at Grapes Leon Centre welcome the Red
River Region PCA to our new meeting place. We thank Hooter’s of
Madison Square for their support in the last few years, but we had begun
to outgrow their meeting room facilities. With many different sizes of
rooms at Grapes we should not have that problem there. Look for the
“Porsche reserved” parking out front at our next meeting there, August
1st. (July meeting is a tech session) As well, member’s receive 20% off
on all their bills, including food.
Firestone Tire Slogans
10. "Safer than a Russian sub."
9. "The perfect gift for your mother- in- law."
8. "Because there's a lot riding on your lawsuit."
7. "Better than driving around on your axles, right?"
6. "Pop a set on your car today."
5. "C'mon, did you really expect good tires on a new Ford?"
4. "Reinforcing the importance of the speed limit."
3. "Hey, it's not like we crashed our blimp or something."
2. "Best Blow Job In Town'
1. "You can't recall a better tire."
Red River Ramblings Ad Rates
One Year—Four Insertions
Quarter Page (business card size) - $24.00
Half Page (square frame) - $40.00
All other photos by Keith Gordon unless otherwise noted.
All scanning and digital image correction by Brent Scott at www.scott-media.com

Summertime and the livin’ is good !
Red River Region members Gary Langley & Eric Fossberg hanging
out at Auto Haus with Dan Becker’s 1987 Porsche 928 S4
RRR meets the first Wednesday of the month at Grapes, Leon’s Centre on Elice
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Editor’s Column - Keith Gordon
The RRR has been invited to display our cars at the new Lyric
Theatre in Assiniboine Park, Sunday, June 24, 5:00 p.m. to coincide
with a free concert by the band Freeride at 7:30 p.m. RRR members can
RSVP kgordon@leg.gov.mb.ca or 227-1631.
Another rally will be held this summer by our rallymeister,
David Grant. This time we hope to see the Porsches out. (think No
Snow!) David is also the caravan coordinator for the RRR roadtrip to
Brainerd raceway in Minnesota for the PCA Club Race Aug 10-12. It
will be an exciting trip featuring some of the finest in Porsche racers of
all vintages. Contact David 269-0019 dhgrant@hydro.mb.ca
The Porsche scenic drive to Fort Francis, Ontario is coming together. For those overnighting we will have both camping or motels
available. (final details pending) Departure will be Saturday, July 21 at
2:00pm from the Robin’s Donuts at the corner of Fermor & Lagimodiere. Let’s all try to be there by 1:30pm so we can have a relaxing
coffee & donut before we leave. If you can attend, please RSVP myself.
Lastly, I will be attending the American Le Mans Series race
Aug 17-19 in Mosport Park, Toronto. If you wish to join me in witnessing the Porsche 911 GT3-RS vs. BMW M3 V8 battle, weekend passes
are $40, and this includes pit access. Those interested can contact me.
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The Vancouver Indy was also on
in town when I was
there, so there were
lots of cool cars and
race fans. In one traffic jam I met three
Porsches in two
blocks, and they all
flashed their lights
and waved. Good to
see the “flash” is
alive and well on the
West Coast. There
was also a neat racing memorabilia store in Gastown that had all kinds of fascinating stuff,
and definitely worth a visit when you’re in Vancouver.
The drive back along the Canadian route was less eventful as
there was not the time pressure to get through by a certain time. I enjoyed the mountain drives in daylight, especially around Banff. The
stretch from Calgary to Winnipeg is a little too boring for my tastes.
The only excitement was an unmarked police cruiser who caught up
with me from behind, and set off the Valentine One scaring me half to
death. Luckily the officer’s brother- in- law also has a Porsche so he was
more interested in talking cars than writing tickets.
The next five hours brought my great motoring adventure to a
safe and satisfying conclusion back in Winnipeg. I must say that motoring through the mountains, no matter which mountains they may be, in
an open car is a must for any auto enthusiast. But an open Porsche
really can’t be beat.
Everyone should be
so lucky. Maybe in
a few years I’ll
have to organize a
Red River Region
road trip to a club
race on the West
Coast.
Big time mining in BC

RED RIVER REGION CALENDER OF EVENTS
RRR—Red River Region of the Porsche Club of America
WSCC—Winnipeg Sports Car Club
Nord Stern—Minnesota Region of PCA operating primarily out of Minneapolis
Mosport Park—Toronto, Ontario area track (Upper Canada PCA, AMLS, ex-F1)
Autocross—navigation of pylons at relatively low speeds in parking lot
Pro-solo—3 lap run on the racetrack; 1 car on track at a time
Driver’s Ed—instruction in the aspects of car control in the safety of a closed course

Vancouver sunset
co-workers. There are a lot of nice roads and some good car dealers in the
Victoria area. I visited a Mercedes dealership that had one of the Eurospec BMW M3’s (321 bhp vs. 240 bhp), but the snobby salesmen don’t let
long- haired men in their twenties go for test drives no matter what Porsche
they drive up in. (don’t buy there) The Porsche dealer had three new cars
all arranged in a semi-circle as you entered. Kneeling down I could not tell
the difference between the base Boxster ($55 000), the base 911 ($90 000)
and the premium 911 cabriolet
($135 000). I’m sure the driver of
the cabriolet would be annoyed to
hear “nice Boxster” from some passerby after paying those prices.
From Victoria it was on to
Vancouver and the great Ferrari,
Acura, Porsche, Lotus, Aston Martin, Lamborghini, and Jaguar dealerships. There were many nice cars,
far too many to name, but it was interesting to talk to salesmen at
Weissach Motors who treated me
like a fellow enthusiast, and at a
small used exotic dealer whose
name eludes me at the moment, who
let me drive an 1989 BMW M3.
These are two of the nicest, friendliest places anyone could go to look
for a car, so if you need one and
you’re in the area, give them a call.

June 24
June 30-1
July ?(pending)
July 4
July 10
July 21-22
Depart Sat. 21
July 24
July 26-27
July 28-29
Aug 1
Aug 3-6
Aug 7
Aug 10-12
Aug 11-12
Aug 17-19
Aug 18-19
Aug 23-24
Sept 4
Sept 5
Sept 8-9
Sept 16
Sept 21-23
Sept 23
Sept 28-30
Oct 3
Oct 8
Nov 7
Dec 5

RRR display event
WSCC Race & Pro-solo
RRR fun rally
RRR tech session
WSCC autocross
RRR scenic drive*
Robin’s Donuts
WSCC autocross
Nord Stern driver’s ed.
WSCC Race & Pro-solo
RRR meeting
CASCAR/WSCC race**
WSCC autocross
Nord Stern Club Race#
WSCC Race & Pro-solo
American LeMans
Autocross Nationals
Nord Stern driver’s ed
WSCC autocross
RRR meeting
WSCC Race & Pro-solo
MS charity car tour
Nord Stern driver’s ed
WSCC autocross
Nord Stern scenic drive
RRR meeting
WSCC autocross
RRR meeting
RRR meeting

5:00pm Lyric Theatre, Assiniboine Park
9:00am Gimli Motorsports Park
2:00pm Pony Corral, Pembina
7:00pm Winnipeg Wheel, 263 Gunn
5:30pm Red River Ex site
Scenic Drive to Fort Francis, Ontario
2:00pm Fermor & Lagimodiere
5:30pm Red River Ex site
9:00am Blackhawk Farms, WI
9:00am Gimli Motorsports Park
7:00pm Grapes, Leon’s Centre
9:00am Red River Ex. Park
5:30pm Red River Ex site
9:00am Brainerd Int. Raceway, MN
9:00am Gimli Motorsports Park
9:00am Mosport Park, Toronto, ON
details pending
9:00am Road America, WI
5:30pm Red River Ex site
7:00pm Grapes, Leon’s Centre
9:00am Gimli Motorsports Park
9:00am Pony Corral, Pembina Hwy
9:00am Brainerd Int. Raceway, MN
11:00am Red River Ex site
Minneapolis to Lake Superior & back
7:00pm Grapes, Leon’s Centre
11:00am Red River Ex site
7:00pm Grapes, Leon’s Centre
7:00pm Grapes, Leon’s Centre

*This is to be our first major event as a PCA region. Let’s all put it in our
calenders and attend. RSVP Keith Gordon kgordon@leg.gov.mb.ca or 227-1631
**Volunteer marshalls needed. See the race up close for free! Call Keith
#This is the premiere wheel to wheel Porsche racing event of the season in our
area. Hopefully there will be a caravan of Porsches making the trip.
Arrangements for caravan with David Grant dhgrant@hydro.mb.ca or 269-0019

NEW LOCATION FOR MONTHLY CLUB MEETINGS
Starting on Wednesday June 6th, the regular monthly meetings
of the Red River Region, Porsche Club of America, will be held at
Grapes Leon Centre, at the corner of Ellice and Route 90 (South
bound). The meeting will continue to be held on the first Wednesday of
every month starting at 7:00 p.m. with the formal business meeting being called to order at 7:30 p.m. During the summer months, weather
permitting, we will hold the meeting on the outdoor patio.
Since the founding of the club in December 1999, the monthly
meetings have been held at Hooters. Over the period, the club has
grown to the point where it was sometimes “standing room only” in the
private room provided by the restaurant. Your board therefore decided
it was time to move on in step with the growth of the membership. The
management of Grapes has kindly extended the following benefits to
the club members and guests attending the meeting:
-There will be a “Porsche Only” parking area in the southwest corner of
the parking lot. You must bring your Porsche to park in this area.
-There will be a 20% discount applied to your bill for all none- happyhour drinks and for all food ordered. Drinks ordered during Happy
Hour will be at those prices but will not be further discounted. Remember that each person is individually responsible for paying for what he
or she consumes.
So, everyone come to the meetings and bring a friend. Guests are always welcome!

The next day, firmly
into Montana’s “reasonable
and prudent” daytime speed
limit, I took advantage of
open roads and light traffic
to exercise the 911 up the
150 kph range for sustained
maximum cruising. Surprisingly for those who have
not visited Montana the
roads are not long, straight
ribbons of asphalt like in
Manitoba, Saskatewan,
Minnesota, or the Dakotas.
The roads with no speed
limits went over rolling hills
and through gentle curves,
but were by no means anything like what we have
near Winnipeg.
As I crossed into the
Rockies the view got amazing, but the altitude started sucking the power out of the engine. I was running in a fast group of cars including a V12 Jaguar Vanden Plus and a twin
turbo Mitsubishi 3000GT AWD. I was hard pressed to keep up on the
steep (10-12%) grades as we blew past all other cars and trucks, but I
could always make it up in the curves. By nightfall I was still in the coastal
mountains outside of Seattle and the road was now mostly descending but
with sharp curves. I was tired, but I needed to keep up my pace to stay
alert after 15 hours behind the wheel. I tried to keep my speed up in the 75
mph range as I blasted through corners signed at 55 mph, which is not as
easy as it sounds in the dark when your headlights only face straight,
unlike endurance race cars with their special apex lights. The biggest result
of all of this was that my neck, shoulders, and arms were so tense and sore
that I actually contemplated driving straight to the Four Seasons and getting a room just so I could get a massage at that time of night.
The next day I took the five hour ferry trip to Victoria, where my
new car was the hit of the conference for most of the delegates. I spent a
lot of the week giving rides to and from special events to the delight of my

Touring in the Targa - Keith Gordon
This is the story of my first real drive in the 1987 Porsche 911 carrera targa that I purchased in the spring of 1998. While I had driven the car
somewhat prior to August the first good trip presented itself with the national conference for my job being held in Victoria. Unfortunately my
baseball playoffs were the weekend before the conference, delaying my
departure two days. This left me with 36 hours to make the ferry to Victoria that leaves from Seattle. At least I had the car for such a trip.
Having decided on a round trip that would take me through South
Dakota, Montana (no speed limit then), Idaho, and Washington on the way
out I departed Sunday after our team’s final loss. As a longhaired young
male in a hot car I endured the usual border hassle before being granted
entry into the U.S. Approaching Fargo I noticed dark clouds rolling in
from the southwest. All I had to do was reach Fargo and I would be turning due west, out of the path of the storm, but it was not to be. Probably
five miles from the turn the rain commenced, hard. Okay, I thought, as
long as I keep the speed up the airflow will keep the rain out of the car,
right? True, except, when it rains hard there is enough water that comes up
the windshield and over that it will soak you, regardless of whether any
rain actually fall ‘into’ the car. Luckily on the U.S. interstate system there
is an overpass for a farm road every mile, so at the next one I kept my
speed up, hammered the Porsche brakes, and quickly backed up under
shelter. I toweled off the interior and put the roof back on, wiser for the
experience.
Turning westward I blasted
through South Dakota and into Montana.
Unable to drive too late that night, wanting to get a decent night’s sleep and an
early start, and not wanting to miss the
beautiful Montana scenery in the dark, I
pulled into a small town just before Billings to spend the night. Just for information, a 3.2 carrera is capable of almost 900
kilometers on a tank of gas provided that
you fill up right on the interstate and get
right back on it and stay there at (semi)
reasonable velocities for the entire tank.

I love Montana !!!

Classifieds
For Sale: 1987 Porsche 911 carrera targa black/black 170 000 km well
maintained, leather interior, AC, pwr everything, amazing CD stereo,
paging alarm, bra & car cover, 2 sets of Fuchs $40k to good home.
Keith (204)227-1631 kgordon@leg.gov.mb.ca
For Sale: 1987 944 Guards Red on black. Power steering, brakes,
sunroof, windows, seat, mirrors. Excellent shape. 115,000 miles.
$12,990. Phone 488-9622
For sale: Porsche Boxster large factory poster $50 obo, Porsche Boxster
Challenge videogame for Sony Playstation $30 obo Keith (204)2271631 kgordon@leg.gov.mb.ca
Rear torsion bars, new, hollow/ lightweight equal to 31mm diameter,
stiff, for 911, 1987 to 1990?, with 46/47 spline teeth. If you are autocrossing or going on the track, these will improve your car's handling;
the rear of the car will stop bobbing up and down as you go on and off
the throttle. Use these in conjunction with a stiffer front sway bar. Will
trade for a pair of 28 to 31mm bars for earlier cars, new or used. Outright purchase considered ($300? worth twice this) D.Grant 269-0019
1983 944 5 speed, 2.5L, black, recent safety, new brakes, new CD
stereo. $5900 obo David Grant 269-0019, 474-3251 days
1987 944S 16valve, 5 speed, 190hp, Sanyo CD, ABS, same offset as
the newest Porsches, so you can run some of the latest wheel (Boxster?)
Guard's red with black leather power seat adjust. Ice-cold air, converted to R134a (the good stuff). Recent timing belts, K&N filter, pics
before and after recent paint. $11,500 offers Mark Grant 269-0019
Submit all classified ads to Keith Gordon at 227-1631
or kgordon@leg.gov.mb.ca Ads are free to PCA members.
Auto Haus Discount
Just by way of a reminder to everyone, don’t forget to get your discount
when you have work done or buy parts from Auto Haus Fort Garry, 660
Pembina Highway, Winnipeg. To obtain your discount, all you need to
do is to ask for it before your invoice is prepared, and show your valid
PCA membership card. You will get 15% off parts and 20% off labour.

You might be a Porsche owner if ...
-If your mechanic invited you along to his family reunion, you might be
a Porsche owner.
-If you have tools in your garage that are more intricate, rare and expensive than a Swiss watch, you might be a Porsche owner.
-If you ever learned a foreign language just so you could read a shop
manual, you might be a Porsche owner.
-If you own tools that serve only to adjust other tools, which only work
with your car, you might be a Porsche owner.
-If you look at a clock at 9:59 and think of a silver, all- wheel drive, exotic car, you might be a Porsche owner.
-If you wince every time sunshine touches your dash, you might be a
Porsche owner.
-If you have spare parts for cars that you don't own, but someday hope
to, you might be a Porsche owner.
-If you have ever stared at your car for longer than an hour, you might
be a Porsche owner.
-If you think carrying 3 passengers is two passengers too many, you
might be a Porsche owner.
-If you have to give a long list of detailed instructions on how to operate your car when you let a friend drive it, you might be a Porsche
owner.
-If you have considered putting bottled drinking water in your radiator,
you might be a Porsche owner.
-If you have ever looked forward to leaving a social event just to get
behind the wheel of your car again, you might be a Porsche owner.
-If you tell friends how much you paid for a part as a badge of honor,
you might be a Porsche owner.
-If you know more about barometric/atmospheric pressures than a meteorologist, you might be a Porsche owner.
-If you know the nicknames of all the factory option wheels ever produced, you might be a Porsche owner.
-If you have ever washed the underside of your car one square foot at a
time, you might be a Porsche owner.
-If you wash/wax/dry your car with an Imported leather chamois, you
might be a Porsche owner.
-If you pronounce "Porsche" differently from everyone else, you might
be a Porsche owner.
-If you know more about aluminum to steel chemical bonding than a

Fab Franz
Stef Franz
Tony Schettini
the court, without any consequence to the lawyer or client. It was pretty
dramatic to see the Acrunch@ and then to see that the occupants were
so completely protected.
I attended all the gasket test sessions, which might not excite
most people, but it is one of my professional interests. I got to take part
in great discussions of materials and testing. There were 50,000 or so
auto engineers there, and every auto-related company you could think
of, from every part of the world. There were many acres of very impressive commercial displays. Piston makers had tables full of interesting
new products. Die casters from the Orient, Italian transmission and cylinder-head makers, head-shaping and valve seat shaping tools, etc. Porsche had a 911 sliced open to see its inner workings. Brembo had tables of huge 6 piston racing calipers, production calipers, rotors, etc.
Anyone who is a car enthusiast and has a chance to attend this annual
event, should jump at the chance. It was very impressive.

JACKET SLEEVE IS NOW A TWO ALARM FIRE. HE WAS FEVERISHLY WAIVING HIS ARM OUTSIDE THE WINDOW IN AN ATTEMPT To PUT IT OUT. JUST AS TRAFFIC WAS PULLING OVER
AS EVERYONE WAS WITNESSING THIS, A LOCAL PD SQUAD
CAR STOPS IN TRAFFIC AND THE OFFICER RUNS OVEr TO THE
MAN WITH A FIRE EXTINGUISHER AND PROMPTLY PUTS HIM
OUT. WHILE ATTEMPTING TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE MYSELF, I
WITNESSED THE OFFICER CHECK TO SEE IF THE MAN WAS OK.
AFTER DETERMINING ONLY HIS JACKET WAS BURNED, THE
OFFICER PLACED THIS GUY INTO HANDCUFFS AND INFORMS
HIM THAT HE IS NOW UNDER ARREST. WHAT WAS THE
CHARGE YOU ASKED...........…
ILLEGAL POSSESSION OF A FIREARM!

metallurgist, you might be a Porsche owner.
-If you have ever spent five days changing a clutch, you might be a Porsche owner.
-If you think to yourself, "It's not a construction bypass, it's a chicane",
you might be a Porsche owner.
-If you borrow your friends mini van and find it hard to believe that the
damn thing doesn't have a tach, you might be a Porsche owner.
-If you walk into a Barnes and Noble, walk past six thousand book titles
of the greatest literature ever written, and head right for the auto
section, you might be a Porsche owner.
-If you are wondering why 60 minutes still hasn't done a story about
Porsches decision to not send a factory team to Le Mans, you might be
a Porsche owner.

THE ULTIMATE CAR-TECH WEEK - David Grant

Photo Caption Contest Part II

I grew up across the Detroit River from Cobo Hall, and knew that
once a year, a lot of auto engineers met there. I had never contemplated
going. In the course of my job, I invent things and develop new materials
tests. Last year I got an email from an SAE (Society of Automotive Engineers) person inviting me to present one of my test methods at the 2001
SAE World Congress, as they call it.

Okay gang, let’s have at her again. It’s time for another photo
caption contest. Once again, entries are to be sent to me, Keith, at (204)
227-1631, e-mail kgordon@leg.gov.mb.ca or faxed at (204)948-2778.
Everybody get your thinking caps on.

I could tell from the information package I got months early that
there would be good stuff to see. Anyone who is really into the technical
aspects of their car would be amazed. There were afternoons spent listening and discussing modulated LED tail and brake lights. Apparently if the
lights flicker or grow more bright in just the right way, it gets the following driver=s attention. There were 100 half day sessions on old stuff like
engine bearings and corrosion prevention to new stuff like variable valve
actuation, completely new powerplants, and measuring the progress of
combustion as it happens in the cylinders. Most of the research work was
on making cars better, not cheaper. I took that as a very good sign.
One team reported on a forensic investigation they had done. A
large mobile crane had driven by and scraped a car with a person sitting in
it. The person had sued. The crane =s insurer hired the team. They put a
volunteer into the same kind of car, and repeated the collision, with lots of
accelerometers on the car and volunteer. There were little video cameras
every where. They showed very conclusively that no injury could have
resulted to the person who had sued. Of course the suit was rejected by

A quick joke:
Q: What's the least used sentence in the English language?
A: "Is that the banjo player's Porsche?"

Mercedes CLK, Mercedes ML 320 SUV, 1980 BMW 733, BMW 325,
GMC Jimmy, and a Pontiac 6000 station wagon?!? (well that’s it,
you’re out of the club!) Well maybe we’ll forgive that one as there are
enough nice cars (including Porsches) to cancel out one indiscretion.
Welcome to the community of “auto-philes” here in the Red River
PCA, Michael!

Member Profile: Michael Silver
This month we introduce one of our new members, Michael Silver. Like many of us, Michael fell for Porsches as a youngster of 12 or
13. His wife bought him a Porsche phone for his 30th birthday so that
he could call and tell people, “I’m calling you from my Porsche!” In
addition to his wife, Michael has three children, Eston 18, Brodie 15,
and Dylan 4. Despite having the father with the cool cars, Eston has not
yet learned to drive standard. Dad considers this to be a mixed blessing.
Michael’s current ride is a 2001 Porsche 996 C4 coupe in
Lapice Blue. His previous Porsches include a 1975 911 S targa and a
silver 1978 911 SC targa bought from Weissach Motors in Vancouver
with Porsche Cup wheels. This car has remained in town having been
sold to his designer. (soon to be a club member!) This is the first car
club that Michael has joined and he is very pleased to be in the presence
of so many other “auto-philes” He hopes to meet more when he takes a
trip to Colonge, Germany for a trade show. (and required trip to the
Porsche factory!)
The other cars that have graced the Silvers’ garage over the year
include a VW GTI, two 1979 Mazda RX-7’s, 1971 Datsun 240Z (didn’t
we all have at least one of these last three?), 1973 Honda Civic, Fiat
Spider, 1966 Mercedes 250 C Coupe, Mercedes 3.0 CS, a new

ON FRIDAY MORNING I WAS REFUELING MY VEHCILE AT A
LOCAL STATION AND THERE WAS A CONSTRUCTION
WORKER AT THE NEXT PUMP REFUELING HIS TRUCK. APPARENTLY THE NOZZLE JAMMED AND GASOLINE SPEWED
OUT IN HIS DIRECTION SOAKING THE LEFT ARM OF HIS
WORK COAT. HE HIT THE EMERGENCY SHUT OFF AND
STOPPED THE GAS SPILL. IT WAS ALL SORT OF SURPRISING
TO THE ATTENDANT WHEN WE WERE IN THE STATION PAYING FOR OUR PURCHASES, NOT TO MENTION VERY PUNGENT. AS IT TURNED OUT, THIS GUY ENDED UP IN FRONT OF
ME WHILE DRIVING AWAY. AFTER THE FIRST TRAFFIC
LIGHT, I NOTICED THIS GUY IS DRIVING AROUND WITH HIS
WINDOW OPEN BECAUSE OF THE SMELL OF GAS COMING
FROM HIS COAT (IT WAS -20 DEGREES OUTSIDE SO THIS
SEEMED UNUSUAL TO EVERYONE ELSE). NOT THINKING,THIS ROCKET SCIENTIST APPARENTLY LIGHTS A CIGARETTE IN THE TRUCK AND YES, HIS GASOLINE SOAKED

