
        Steering should be checked for ease of effort, centering of the 
wheel, and for any tendency to pull to one side or the other. To check 
for this last item, the wheel should be lightly held between the fingers 
or the car even allowed to run without any hand contact on the wheel. It 
should also be noted if there is any steering wheel shake, vibration, or 
shimmy. Braking should occur without any pulling or any abnormal 
noise or vibration, which may indicate a warped brake rotor. The brake 
pedal should remain firm when pressure is applied, indicating a good 
brake master cylinder and no hydraulic leaks. 
        During this time, the tech will be aware of not only the transmis-
sion, clutch and brake operation, but of the engine sound and perform-
ance as well. Are all of the sounds coming from the engine normal? Is 
there any roughness, hesitation or indication that the engine is not per-
forming properly? Is there any sign of smoke in the rear view mirrors? 
The tech will have noted in his walk-around if there was any sign of 
blown oil on the rear of the car, which can emanate from either engine 
oil leaks or the exhaust of an engine with worn rings or valve guides. 
        Assuming that all of these tests have not revealed any major me-
chanical problems, the tech will proceed with a full throttle acceleration 
run, at least through the first two or three gears, depending upon the 
car’s performance potential. Depending upon the age and condition of 
the car, the engine will be taken very close to the redline. Experienced 
Porsche techs will use caution, however, particularly with a type 356 or 
912, where it is known that crankshafts can and have broken. An early 
911 can also be more vulnerable to high rpm damage than, say, a 1978 
or newer car, so some techs advocate a cushion of ten per cent(or more) 
below the redline. It simply is not necessary to test the rev limiter, and, 
on some models, it may well have been removed. 
        As a final test, the tech will operate the heating and ventilating sys-
tem through its range, particularly if the car is equipped with air condi-
tioning. He will also check the sunroof, power window and power mir-
ror and lock operation, as well as the operation of the power seats. 
Notes regarding any problem areas will be made and the car will be re-
turned to the repair facility for the rest of the inspection. The return trip 
will be made as was the outbound one: at reduced speed so as to more    
effectively note any problems which may have cropped up during the 
road test or because the car is now fully at operating temp. These prob-
lems may include engine, transmission, or clutch performance, smok-
ing, or abnormal noises. 
 Happy hunting and good luck! 

Here comes Spring! Faster! Faster! 
The RRR meets the first Wednesday of every month at Hooters, Madison Square 
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Editor’s Column 
 I am hoping to organize an overnight scenic drive and campout 
this summer. We’ll depart Saturday afternoon, drive to Kenora, south to 
Fort Francis, have a BBQ & campout, (or motel) and drive back Sun-
day. If you are interested what I need is all the weekends that you are 
available July to September. I’ll chart everyones’ availability and set 
the best date for everybody. Please let me know ASAP so the date can 
be set early enough for all to plan to attend. With the annual Porsche 
service clinic being cancelled due to renovations at Auto Haus, Euro-
cars has stepped in to fill the void. There will be a free pre-season in-
spection, service clinic, and show & shine held Saturday, May 12 from 
9:00am to 2:00pm. Eurocars at 613 Marion. Call 982-6360 for appt. 
Keith Gordon  942-5979 kgordon@leg.gov.mb.ca Fax:948-2778 

 
Rally Report—by David Grant 

In late January, Red River Region held their annual Christmas dinner. 
With a busy ice racing season under way locally, the Region's first rally 
had to wait for early February.  The bitter cold relented; the day was 
sunny and minus 20C, and the roads were scenic.  To introduce mem-
bers to rallying, a multi- lap regularity run format was chosen, named 
after the 'deja vue movie', GROUNDHOG DAY.  Our newsletter editor 
won on time and on questions answered. (thanks to my team—ed.) 
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been threatening to jam the throttle wide open, and that the technician had 
been able to repair it. A less experienced, less sensitive tech would proba-
bly have not even felt the problem, which was one with the potential to 
cause a considerable amount of damage. 
        Proceeding with the road test, the tech will check the operation of all 
of the forward gears while noting the clutch action, being especially alert 
for chattering(vibration, usually most noticeable when starting from rest) 
or slipping. A conventionally used test for clutch slippage, accelerating in 
first and then shifting directly into the highest gear to see if the clutch 
slips, is not recommended, especially for 911 models. Porsche clutches are 
sized to be the best compromise between weight and clamping pressure for 
road- and not drag-racing, and generally will not tolerate this kind of 
abuse. 
        Although second gear will usually be the first to show signs of syn-
chronizer failure(grinding), it is also necessary to select first gear while 
rolling at five mph to ensure that this gear’s synchronizer or sliding sleeve 
has not been damaged, either of which will be costly to repair. All of the 

gears should be quiet in operation as should be the differential gears, 
which, if worn, may produce noise beginning at 30 mph and increasing 
with tire rpm. If the clutch release bearing has failed, it will produce noise 
with the clutch pushed all the way down. A clunking noise that occurs 
whenever the clutch is let out in a 924/944/968 series car would be consid-
ered normal unless it is accompanied by excessive driveline play when ac-
celerating or decelerating, which may be a sign of a failed rubber clutch 
disc or a worn transaxle. 

Did the previous owner track the car? Did he take care of it? 



as the engine starts, 
this will verify op-

eration of the brake 
power booster. 
        Once the engine 
is started, the tech 
will spend a minute 
or two listening to 
the engine, checking 
the engine gauges, 
and allowing the en-
gine oil to circulate. 
He will also check 
clutch operation and 

adjustment. In all manual transmission-equipped Porsches and 911’s built 
prior to 1987, the clutch should be held in for five seconds and then re-
verse gear selected. Any grinding then would be cause for concern that 
there is a clutch or transmission problem. The forward gears cannot be 
used for this test since they are synchronized and will not grind, although 
they will be more difficult to engage if the clutch is dragging, as would be 
the case were it out of adjustment or in need of replacement. 911’s built 
from the 1987 model year are equipped with the G-50 transaxle, which 
employs a synchronized reverse gear, so the grinding test is not possible, 
although it is recommended to check for higher than normal shifting effort, 
something which could best be done by someone who had driven a number 
of these cars. 
        The clutch should be engaged and the car reversed at least one hun-
dred feet in order to check for abnormal noises in reverse gear. Then the 
car should be driven away normally or, if anything, at a slower than nor-
mal speed. The tech should be experienced enough as a driver 
(competition experience is helpful) to be able to completely relax in the car 
so that his senses are all heightened and thus more alert to abnormal 
sounds and other sensory inputs. 
        An owner of a 1987 911 learned the value of this kind of experience 
recently when he took his car in for an oil change to a repair facility oper-
ated by a technician with a racing background. Twice in the previous few 
months the owner had felt a slight roughness in the accelerator pedal when 
lifting off the throttle, but because it had been so intermittent he didn’t 
mention it to the technician. The tech, however, noted it during his routine 
test drive and decided to pursue the problem. When the owner picked the 
car up the technician informed him that a broken cruise control fitting had 

There is a lot to look for in an older Porsche  RED RIVER REGION CALENDER OF EVENTS 
 

RRR—Red River Region of the Porsche Club of America 
WSCC—Winnipeg Sports Car Club 
Nord Stern—Minnesota Region of PCA operating primarily out of Minneapolis  
Autocross—navigation of pylons at relatively low speeds in parking lot 
Pro-solo—3 lap run on the racetrack; 1 car on track at a time 
Driver’s Ed—instruction in the aspects of car control in the safety of a closed course 
 
Apr 15  RRR fun rally  1:00pm Pony Corral, Pembina Hwy 
Apr 20  RRR movie night  7:00pm #904-120 Donald 
Apr 27-29 Nord Stern driver’s ed. 9:00am Brainerd Int. Raceway, MN 
Apr 29  WSCC autocross  11:00am Red River Ex site 
May 2  RRR meeting  7:00pm Hooters, Madison Square 
May 5-6  WSCC driver’s ed.  9:00am Gimli Motorsports Park 
May 12  Porsche Service Clinic 9:00am Eurocars, 613 Marion 
May 13  WSCC autocross  11:00am Red River Ex site 
May 27   WSCC autocross  11:00am Red River Ex site 
June 2-3  WSCC Race & Pro-solo 9:00am Gimli Motorsports Park 
June 6  RRR meeting  7:00pm Hooters, Madison Square 
June 10  WSCC autocross  11:00am Red River Ex site 
June 10   Triumph Club fun rally  details pending 
June 15-17 Nord Stern driver’s ed. 9:00am Brainerd Int. Raceway, MN 
June 30-1 WSCC Race & Pro-solo 9:00am Gimli Motorsports Park 
July 4  RRR meeting  7:00pm Hooters, Madison Square 
July 10  WSCC autocross  5:30pm  Red River Ex site 
July 24  WSCC autocross  5:30pm  Red River Ex site 
July 26-27 Nord Stern driver’s ed. 9:00am Blackhawk Farms, WI 
July 28-29 WSCC Race & Pro-solo 9:00am Gimli Motorsports Park 
Aug 1  RRR meeting  7:00pm Hooters, Madison Square 
Aug 3-6  CASCAR/WSCC race  9:00am Red River Ex. Park 
Aug 7  WSCC autocross  5:30pm  Red River Ex site 
Aug 10-12 Nord Stern Club Race*  9:00am Brainerd Int. Raceway, MN 
Aug 11-12 WSCC Race & Pro-solo 9:00am Gimli Motorsports Park 
Aug 18-19 Autocross Nationals  details pending 
Aug 23-24 Nord Stern driver’s ed 9:00am Road America, WI 
Sept 4  WSCC autocross  5:30pm  Red River Ex site 
Sept 5  RRR meeting  7:00pm Hooters, Madison Square 
Sept 8-9  WSCC Race & Pro-solo 9:00am Gimli Motorsports Park 
Sept 16   MS charity car tour  9:00am Pony Corral, Pembina Hwy 
Sept 21-23 Nord Stern driver’s ed 9:00am Brainerd Int. Raceway, MN 
Sept 23  WSCC autocross  11:00am  Red River Ex site 
Sept 28-30 Nord Stern scenic drive Minneapolis to Lake Superior & back 
Oct 3  RRR meeting  7:00pm Hooter’s, Madison Square 
Oct 8  WSCC autocross  11:00am  Red River Ex site 
 
* This is the premiere wheel to wheel Porsche racing event of the season. Hopefully 
there will be a caravan of Porsches making the trip. Arrangements forthcoming. 



 Erik Fossberg was one of the founding members of the Porsche 
Club of Manitoba, the precursor to the Red River Region of the PCA. 
He was Vice-President of both clubs. Erik emigrated from Oslo, Nor-
way in 1963. This gave him his first opportunity to develop an affinity 
for Porsche automobiles. In the seventies Erik drove a 356, then later a 
1969 911T which he eventually sold to Carmen Melizza, region treas-
urer. Finally, in 1993 Erik bought his current Porsche, the immaculate 
1975 911 cabriolet that you see here. Erik has also owned numerous 
other interesting cars over the years including a 1954 VW Beetle, 1957 
Thunderbird, and a rare 1968 VW Beetle cabriolet. He does appraisals 
of specialty cars so if you need a valuation of your Porsche get in touch 
with him and let him know you’re in the club. Erik is married to 
Phyllis, and they have twin sons Don and Paul, and a dog named 
“Snuggles.” 

Member Profile: Erik Fossberg         The inspection will begin with the technician mentally reviewing 
the problem areas for this type of car. A road test of the vehicle per-
formed by the technician will be the next step, although as he ap-
proaches the vehicle, the technician will "walk around" the vehicle and 
note any external items that would be cause for concern. As he sits in 
the vehicle, the tech will notice the condition of the interior: is it clean, 
well-kept, and free from excessive wear and tear. Although it is difficult 
to generalize, a car that shows obvious signs of cosmetic care may also 
have been well-cared for mechanically. Some buyers have even been 
known to turn the radio on to see to what stations the presets are on, 
with the theory being that classical musical listeners are easier on their 
car than are those who choose heavy metal. Others prefer cars that have 
not been smoked in for similar reasons. It is doubtful if the technician 
would go so far as to check the radio and the ashtray, and one hopes he 
would look for more tangible indicators of the car’s condition. 
        As with the buyer, the tech will check that all of the warning lights 
are operating. Some cars with low oil pressure have been found with the 
oil pressure warning light disconnected because it was flickering when 
the engine idled. Although all 911’s have very low oil pressure at idle, 
the warning light should still work with the engine off, as should the 
alternator warning light. On some Porsche models, the alternator warn-
ing light not working can signal an electrical fault in the alternator. 
        Satisfied that the lights are working, the tech will next press on the 
brake pedal to insure hydraulic pressure in the brake system. On cars 
equipped with power brakes, he will maintain that pressure while start-
ing the engine. If the pedal gradually moves down or becomes "softer" 

A good technician can locate many faults not easily seen. 



        In that first conversation, the prospective buyer should explain 
what he needs performed and on what year and model of car. Both the 
cost and scope of the inspection should be described by the representa-
tive of the facility. The buyer may ask to see a copy of the inspection 
checklist that is used by the facility. Any additional information, espe-
cially tips that are volunteered, should be considered by the prospective 
buyer in making his decision, although it is wise to consider these tips 
and possibly even to verify them by reference to other recognized 
sources, such as PML or the buyer’s own personal database. Sometimes 
a representative of a repair facility may be aware of a customer who has 
the correct model available for sale. If the sale is to be handled through 
the facility, however, the buyer would want to consider having a differ-
ent facility perform the inspection, unless the car is certified or has a 
proper warranty. 
        Once the decision regarding a facility has been made, an appoint-
ment for the inspection should be obtained and the car taken to the     
facility. The car should have at least one-fourth of a tank of fuel to   
permit sufficient road-testing. In order to properly accomplish the      
inspection, the car should be available for a minimum of four hours to 
allow time for the inspection itself, the paperwork, to fit the car into 
the facility’s work flow, and to discuss any discrepancies found during 
the inspection. 
        It is preferable for the seller to not be present during the inspection 
and especially during the discussion of discrepancies, as this may lead 
to a negative reaction on their part, with the seller and the representative 
of the facility possibly trading insults. Although the buyer is free to 
share the results of the inspection with the seller, repair facilities feel 
that their relationship is with the prospective buyer, and would prefer to 
not be put in the middle of buyer and seller. Because of this possibility, 
some repair facilities do not perform pre-purchase inspections as a mat-
ter of policy. 
        Once the repair order is completed, the car will be assigned to a 
technician, who should be journeyman level with special training and 
experience for the specific model at hand. This technician should use an 
inspection checklist with all of the major and minor items on it that will 
be checked during the inspection, a checklist that has been developed 
by himself, the repair facility, or the manufacturer itself. The checklist 
may be the same one developed for use on a major maintenance service, 
such as the 30,000 mile service, with additional checks for accident and 
cosmetic damage as well as for corrosion. 

Classifieds 
For Sale: 1987 Porsche 911 carrera targa black/black 170 000 km well 
maintained, leather interior, AC, pwr everything, amazing CD stereo, 
paging alarm, bra & car cover, 2 sets of Fuchs $35k to good home. 
Keith (204)942-5979 keithg@netcom.ca 
 
For Sale: 1987 944 Guards Red on black. Power steering, brakes,  
sunroof, windows, seat, mirrors. Excellent shape. 115,000 miles. 
$12,990. Phone 488-9622 
 
For sale: Porsche Boxster large factory poster $50 obo, Porsche Boxster 
Challenge videogame for Sony Playstation $30 obo Keith (204)942-
5979 keithg@netcom.ca 
 
Rear torsion bars, new, hollow/ lightweight equal to 31mm diameter, 
stiff, for 911, 1987 to 1990?, with 46/47 spline teeth.  If you are auto-
crossing or going on the track, these will improve your car's handling; 
the rear of the car will stop bobbing up and down as you go on and off 
the throttle.  Use these in conjunction with a stiffer front sway bar.  Will 
trade for a pair of 28 to 31mm bars for earlier cars, new or used.  Out-
right purchase considered ($300? worth twice this)  D.Grant  269-0019 
 
1983 944 5 speed, 2.5L, black, recent safety, new brakes, new CD  
stereo. $5900 obo  David Grant 269-0019,  474-3251 days 
 
1987 944S 16valve, 5 speed, 190hp, Sanyo CD, ABS, same offset as 
the newest Porsches, so you can run some of the latest wheel (Boxster?)
Guard's red with black leather power seat adjust.  Ice-cold air, con-
verted to R134a (the good stuff). Recent timing belts, K&N filter, pics 
before and after recent paint.  $11,500 offers  Mark Grant 269-0019 
 

Submit all classified ads to Keith Gordon at 942-5979  
or kgordon@leg.gov.mb.caAds are free to PCA members. 

 
Auto Haus Discount 

Just by way of a reminder to everyone, don’t forget to get your discount 
when you have work done or buy parts from Auto Haus Fort Garry, 660 
Pembina Highway, Winnipeg. To obtain your discount, all you need to 
do is to ask for it before your invoice is prepared, and show your valid 
PCA membership card. You will get 15% off parts and 20% off labour. 



                                      
The Pre-Purchase Inspection: The Buyer's Inspection 

by Paul Lighthill, Riverside Region, Reprinted From Porsche Gedanken 
 
 A pre-purchase inspection performed properly by a technician 
with both product knowledge and a broad experience base can save a 
prospective buyer of a pre-owned Porsche thousands of dollars. Per-
haps even more importantly, it can help avoid the grief of having a 
dream car turn into a nightmare due to hidden damage or excessive 
deferred maintenance. But the professionally performed inspection is 
actually just the final step in a buying process that is largely under the 
control of the prospective buyer; one in which to be successful, he 
must be fully engaged. 
 Deferred maintenance is a polite way of saying that the previ-
ous owner didn't take care of his car. But make no mistake: a Porsche 
is more like a Rolex than a Timex in that it has the potential to last 
100 years if properly maintained but will become a piece of very ex-
pensive junk if neglected or abused. The Timex, on the other hand, 
will probably only last three years and not be nearly so personally 
rewarding as the Rolex. And, instead of maintaining it, you just throw 
it away when it breaks. 
 Although the vast majority of Porsche owners recognize this 
and give their cars excellent care and feeding, there is always a few 
who will drive the car for a few years, do absolutely nothing to it in 
the way of either maintenance or repairs and, when confronted with a 
four or even five figure repair estimate, would rather sell the car to 

Drawing courtesy of D. Muligan  San Diego PCA 

Some older Porsches may need closer inspection! 

to turnover of technicians, the fact that the Porsche organization pro-
vides technical training for current, and not past, models, and the per-
ception on the part of some dealer principals that this market is simply 
not worth the trouble. For Porsche models more than ten years old, an 
independent Porsche specialty shop is usually the best bet for the in-
spection, although here, too, the prospective buyer must exercise cau-
tion. Conversely for Porsches newer than ten years old a franchised 
dealer may well be the best choice, since an independent shop may not 
have either the experience or the equipment required to service these 
cars. 
        The prospective buyer should speak with both franchised and     
independent repair facilities prior to making the decision as to where to 
have a pre-purchase inspection performed. This can be easily accom-
plished by telephone providing that the facility has someone who is fa-
miliar with both the model of car and the inspection requirements who 
is available to speak on the phone, something that is not always conven-
ient or permitted at a dealership. 

**Free pre-season Porsche service clinic** 
Saturday May 12 from 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

Pre-season inspections plus Show & Shine! 



wear. When actually driving the car, it is recommended to first drive the 
car normally at a reasonable speed before attempting any full throttle 
runs. This allows the driver to obtain as much feedback from the car as 
possible, since in maximum effort driving, the driver is not as relaxed. 
With first gear selected, clutch engagement should be smooth and the 
car should accelerate without any roughness or hesitation. Gear changes 
should be smooth and there should be no grinding or abnormal noises 
from the transmission and no slippage or chattering from the clutch, 
which can indicate a worn clutch assembly. When making a full-throttle 
acceleration run, it is advisable to look in the rear view mirror occasion-
ally in order to check for smoking on acceleration and deceleration. 
 With both hands lifted just slightly from the wheel, the car 
should track straight ahead on a roadway that is not crowned; the steer-
ing wheel spokes should be centered. There should be no friction in the 
steering wheel and it should be possible to lightly turn the wheel and 
have it return. Friction can indicate a worn steering rack. 
 Braking should result in the car stopping straight ahead. There 
should be no abnormal noises under braking and none of the brake sys-
tem warning lights should illuminate. If the car is equipped with air  
conditioning, it should be turned on to verify normal operation. When 
parking the car, verify proper operation of the handbrake; make any 
notes on your impressions of the car. 
 A pre-purchase inspection of a particular automobile is most 
valuable when performed by a technician with a solid basis of experi-

ence in that model. This is 
especially true with Por-
sche automobiles, as most 
general repair facilities 
will not have seen enough 
of these vehicles to have 
built up the necessary base 
of experience.  Too, and 
as a generalization with 
some notable exceptions, 
most Porsche dealer ser-
vice departments do not 
have technicians who are 
familiar with cars that are 
more than ten, or at the 
most, fifteen years old due  Make sure the owner doesn’t ride the 

clutch or the brakes. It can be expensive! 

some unsuspect-
ing buyer than 
face the music 
of their failure 
to understand 
the car and its 
requirements of 
ownership. The 
challenge is to 
avoid being the 
individual who 
gets stuck with 
such a bill, or at 
least to avoid 
paying the price 

for a well-maintained car while receiving one, which actually needs a 
lot of costly work. This is where the pre-purchase inspection comes in, 
which is probably the least expensive form of insurance you can buy to 
help make that pre-owned Porsche turn out to be an enjoyable experi-
ence. 
 Experienced buyers of used cars rarely purchase a car without 
educating themselves regarding the choice of models and their respec-
tive advantages and disadvantages, their strengths and their weaknesses. 
The 2.7 911's built from 1974 to 1977, which at one time had a bad 
reputation for engine reliability problems, are now seen to be cars that 
were really not all that bad, particularly when priced realistically. Many 
prospective Porsche owners are now giving them a second look. In this 
case, it would be wise to familiarize oneself with the individual model 
year differences and with the specific problem areas. In case of the en-
gine, if it has been replaced with a 3.0 or 3.2 liter engine, then it will 
not be an issue, nor if it has been recently overhauled by a repair facility 
known for quality and that specializes in the proper "fixes" for this se-
ries of engine. 
 The experienced buyer will establish a database of his own out 
of the cars that he personally inspects. It is not at all unusual for a buyer 
to look at 12-15 cars in a twelve-month period prior to making the final 
decision as to which car to purchase. Of this number, only two or three 
may be taken to a professional for a pre-purchase inspection. In order to 
eliminate the remainder, it is helpful for the prospective buyer to be-
come as informed as possible regarding the model he intends to pur-

Get a professional involved 



-chase. This can be done by researching the model in back issues of 
Panorama. Obtaining Paul Frere's book, The 911 Story or Pete Zimmer-
man's The Used 911 Story would also be helpful. 
 In order to establish a baseline for comparison, it is also vital to 
be able to spend some time driving a known good example of the de-
sired model. This is where networking with the local PCA region can 
prove valuable; it is not unusual to find at least one member who has 
that particular model and who will consent to letting someone else drive 
it, providing that they can demonstrate a certain level of driving care. 
This individual may also be able to provide a wealth of information re-
garding the car, so don't hesitate to make notes as you talk to them. 
 When it comes time to start looking at cars, it is not at all un-
usual to want to try to learn as much as possible about the car over the 
phone, especially if the car is some distance away. Although there is no 
substitute for personally inspecting the car, a conversation with the 
seller may reveal sufficient information about the car and/or the seller 
to eliminate it from consideration. Although you are buying the car and 
not the seller, the manner in which the seller answers your questions 
can be revealing of their  attitudes toward the car and indicative of the 

care it has received. For ex-
ample, if they don't recall 
when the last service was, 
this may indicate that the car 
has been under-maintained. 
A seller who can cite when 
the car was serviced but who 
admits to certain specific 
problems with the car may 
well be considered to be 
more honest than one who 
says that everything is per-
fect. 
 Once the decision to 
view the car is made, it is im-
portant to take the time to 
visually inspect the car and 
make notes on it before driv-
ing it. Some buyers even de-
velop their own form which 
lists the important areas to be 

Would you know what to look for? 
inspected, such as paint and body condition, interior, wheels, tires, and 
engine.If the cosmetic items are up to the buyer's standard, the decision 
can be made to proceed with a road test. The read test should start with 
the prospective buyer riding as a passenger with the seller. This will 
give the buyer the opportunity to form impressions of the car without 
having to be concerned with driving and also a chance to observe how 
the seller handles the car. For example, does he leave the car in gear 
and hold the clutch down at a stoplight? 
 When the buyer changes places with the seller in order to drive 
the car, the engine should be shut down. With the key on but before 
starting the engine, note if all of the warning lights are operating. When 
starting the engine, he should watch in the rear view mirror for any 
smoking and note the color, with blue indicating oil smoke and black an 
excessively rich fuel mixture. The engine should idle smoothly Prior to 
engaging first gear and moving away, at least two items should be 
checked: 1) the presence of a hard and high brake pedal should be con-
firmed and the clutch adjustment should be checked. With the transmis-
sion in neutral, the clutch pedal should be held down for a five-count 
and then reverse gear should be engaged. Since reverse is not synchro-
nized, any grinding at this point would be cause for concern that the 
clutch may be dragging, a condition which may not be noticeable in the 
synchronized forward gears but which can contribute to transmission 

Get your future Porsche inspected underneath too. 


